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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Tth February 1876.

Municipal Funds.

Read the following papers :—

No. 77. From H. 8. THOMAS, Esq., President of the Municipal Commission,
Combaconum, to the Hon. W, H UDLESTON, Chief eretary to Govern
2 ment, Fort St. George, dated Vallam, 12th January 1876, No. 6:—

Being doubtful whether the enclosed resolution isin accord with the intentions
of the Act, I beg to draw the attention of Government thereto.

2. It seems to me that a Reading Room is not one of the objects detailed in
view of the diffusion of education, and that, if it were so held, the counstruction
might, with equal justice, be extended to the supply of any instructive work or
periodical, and it would be very hard to draw the non-instructive line,

1

Exreacr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners of Combaconum, dated 30th
November 1875.
Read letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Committee of the proposed Prince of Wales'
Town Hall and Reading Room, requesting the Commissioners to contribute towards the bu
Proposed by M.R.Ry. C. Lakshimi Narasimmiah, seconded t
carried that the Municipality contribute Rupees 3,000 out of the :
1877-78 on the condition that the Committee hand over the amount raised by subscriptionsto the
Commissioners and leave to them the design and execution of the buil ud the management

of the institution.
(Signed) T. GOVINDA ROV,

Vice-P;

No. 101,

Referred, through the Government Solicitor, for the opinion of the Advocate-
General as to the legality of the proposed appropriation of municipal funds.
Forr St. Georer, (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
24th January 1876. Chief Secretary.

No. 78. From H. G. PRICHARD, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Hon.
W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Madras, 31st January 1876, No. 54, forwarding the following
opinion of the Advocate-General :—

OPINION.

The only words in Section 29 of the Towns Improvement Act, 1871 (Madras),
which would seem to cover the proposed * Prince of Wales’ Town Hall and
Reading Room ” at Combaconum are those contained in the concluding sentence
of sub-section 3 ; and, though a Town Hall and Reading Room is a * work of public
utility,” it cannot, in my opinion, be regarded as one of the public works contem-
plated in this part of the sub-section, which is dealing, not with the construction
of buildings, but with such matters as the cleansing of streets and tanks, &e. The
construction of buildings is provided for in sub-section 2 and the commencement
of sub-section 3, and it appears to me that a Municipality would scarcely be
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