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pieces of long clothk;ound to ‘be missing. As the Storekeeper
suspected that a cooly lascar named Veera Reddy Xnew something
about the missing long cloth he<on the nmorning of Sunday the
l4th ligy-reported the loss at the Kilpauk Po%i§e Station and
asked that Veera Reddy’s house satuated in PurSéwalkaﬁ mighp
e searched. He was referred to the B.Division in which ithe
theft took place. The circumstance was reported by the Store-
keeper to the Assistant Superintenéent, the FTirst thing on
Mondsy morning. All the bales of long cloth were.then opened

and examined and ten more pieces were found to be missing.

A,

Particulars of the thirteen pieces 11 Pieces- 436% yards Bleached
Long cloth @ 2/6 gz 63-56- 3

are given in the nargin. 0On the
(2 Pieces- 80 yards

same day 14 pieces of Peruva cloth ( unbleached Long
" ( cloth @3/1 = 15-6- 38
were missed. I at once wrote a D.0O.
(14 Pieces of Poru-
to the Commissioner of Police on the ( wva’s(coarse cloth)
( @k 1/8 per piece = 21-0- 0
Supiect, mentioning that, I hedibalten. s Nt a it Eidie ettty e s
Rs 104-9-11
no departmental action in order not to : ———————

interfere with the chances of detection.

4., On Tuesday the 1l6th-~the next day-the Store-
keeper atiended the BsPolice Station and gave all the informa-
tion he could in connection with the matter: It was then ar-
ranged that Veera Reddy’s hbuse should be searched the next
mornimg. When the Storekeeper, accompanied by the Police, pro-
ceeded to Veera Reddy?s house at 6.15 on the morning of Wednes-

-~

day the 17th, they ascertained that he had gone to the Egmore

$9)
&3

e

Railway Station. They at once followed and found Veers Reddy
there with his mother and wiffe. Their bundles were examined

and various articles such as Salampore cloth, Scissors, pieces
of canvas, twine, tape and twisted thread, all the property of
Governnent, were round, but no long cloth. Veera Reddy was there-
upon arrested.. On the same morning, when under examination by
the Police at B.Station, Veera Reddy on being questioned in

regard to the missing long cloth said, in the presence of the
Storekeeper, a Sub Inspector of Police, a Head Constable and a
Constable, that he had been asked by a Muhammadan Constable,

of the Stationery 0ffice Guard to remove pieces of long cloth

from

R .

of lang cloth was found. A pair of trousers recently

from the Stationery Séofes and give: them to him and that on
refusing to comply with this request the Constable said it
would be sufficient if he pointed out to him the bales con=-
taining the long cloth and that he would get them through
another person. He thereupoﬁ pointed out the bales to the
Constable. Veera Reddy stated in addition that the Constable
he« referred to had recently been transferréd from the Sta-
tionery Officé Guard to that of the Deputy Collector. This
statenent was oommunicated.to me. On the same day, viz.
Wednesday the 17th Kay, the Police arrested permanent lascars
Chinnusawny, Iyasawny and Veerasawmy'and cooly lascars
Varadan, Kistnan, Moonean and David. Eventually all were
released exgept Veera Reddy, Kistnan and Iyvasawny, in whose
houses stationery articles had been Tound.
5. : The Police enquiry continued on Thursday the
18th but: I could get no information as to any action having
been taken by the Police on the charge nade
against the Constable. On Friday the 19th it came to ny know-
ledge that no notice whatever had been taken of this charpe.
In Tact it had not even been mentioned in the prelininary
report on the case submitted to the Deputy Commissioner of
the Police. That officer was therefore, at once made ac-
guainted with it. I subsequently heard that on the following
Sunday Veera Reddy picked out Irom a batch of Constables the
man Shaik Ishmail No.550 A who he said had approached hin in
regard to‘the abstraction of the' long cloth. This ran was
the same who had taken an offering of fruit to the Assistant

wl
Superintendent on the 12th. The man’s motie® apparently was
to obtain the Assistant Supgrintendent’s "favour" in view of i heAs
the Tact that the loss of the long cloth was bound to be dis—

covered sooner or later and of the probability that Veera

Reddy, who no doubt would be examined in connection with the

loss, would tell the story which he subsequently did. The
A

Constable’s house was thereupon 'searched by the Pplice and

an incomplete long shirt, such as Muhammadans wear, made out

_masie
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out of

Constable?s

(578 On

Poruva cloth the same day from

dhoby.

Monday the 28nd these two articles

o the Storekeeper who said that they were made out of cloth

with that in the Stores. The long clobh was received

‘rom the India Office,Store Department on annual indent, and

the Poruva cloth is that s made as a relier work “in

Mmool District during the last famine. During

the Ku

ceeding days the Police were apparently engaged in

Ty to.obbhain

2 ol e
azZzaax To

Stores, but none

of long cloth similar' to bhsgtitEn

could be obtained. The peculiarity of the Store long cioth

is that it has a considerable glaze on one side. I then sub-
mitted the coat taken from the Constable’s house and a piece

of the long ciloth the Stores to Mr. Thomas Angus, Megsrs

1) - o o -~ ~ -+ 1 < 3 1 e
Angus & Co., Hadras, ho is an expert in long cloth and he cer-
tified that the two were identicals.

the 6th instant the Constable was pu

t

up betfore the 2nd Presidency Mapgistrate on the alternative
: B e " y sy R e - L

ot Hhert in building "of one long jacket made of long cloth
and a ol dingree trousers"” or "dishonestly receiving the

= % ke o A Ty e =% RTETs e e o -
ybove said property" ete. It was,however, the material that
> s P S 5 ks 3 o N s | o anad +h 1 A A g Y a8 LAY
wWas Stoien, t the nade up articles anda the Jackeu as a S

stant Superintendent identitfied

the

cloth  of which the coat was made as being sinilasz.to the ‘Store
cloth, This was algo sworn to by Mr. Angus. pﬁlbh@v of the last

answer to the question of the Court, would

swear ‘that it was impossible to obtain such cloth

Begides, they knew

3

()]
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with the bazaar to enable

that thirteen pieces of the long clotl Fourteen of

cloth had out of custody of

Governnment Officials. It was pointed out to the Magis

~

that it would he tantamount to swearing that no piece of

h had ever bean on the Madras market. The last withess was

clot

Veera,

in the bazaar.

trate;,

imilaxr

charge

it "
2 1 i

the poruva

the Stationery Stores

Y
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Veera Reddy, who together with Kistman referred to above,

had been convicted of the theft ol other articles

from the Stationery Stores. On the 26th May

sentenced by the Magistrate to one month and twenty

sane

days rigorous imprisonment ITespective repeat-—

ed his previous statement that the Constable in the dock had

asked him to sghow -him lJong cloth were

kept and he pointed to them. The Magistrate thex

charged the accused.

e The Tfirst point to the

special attention of Government is the Tfailure of the Police
4
or take any action on the statement made LYy

at first recor
A

Veera Reddy on the 17th May. implicating Constable No,550 A

in the theft of the long cloth. Not only was no action taken

on this but, as stated above, no mention of

evidence was made in the Sub Inspector’s report to the Deputy

Commisgsioner, There is no occasion for the cooly lascars o
come into contact with the Constables of the Guard in nnec-—

tion with their work. Yet able to give
ticulars in he the' day. on which

regard to ul

the Constable quest to him

rerred from the Sta-=

transt

day on which the Constable was

tionery Office Guard to that of the Deputy Collector. These

circumstances alone would be sufficient to justify some

credence being given to Veera Reddy’s statement. I cannot

help thinking that if taken at once and the

Constable’s house searched more riirech evidence against him,

possibly the whole of the stolen cloth, would have been dis-

covered. The Constable, who no doubt was fTully aware of

had taken place, had friomn the 17th to the 2lst inclusive, to
-~ > b

nake his arrangements. It might naturally be asked why he

did not dispose of the two articles of clothing which formed

the subject of the charge against him. These
2 v >

no marks of identification, and as the result shows he was

justified in running the risk he did. He was not asked by

the Mahistrate Trom where he obtained the cloth, but to the
b

Police

b
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Police, I am told, he sheltered himself under the favourite
explanation that he bousht it from an itinerant hawker whose

;; person or whereabouts he did not then lmow. I may add that

‘ i1 have ascertained that during the Police inquiry the Constable

attenpted to make away with the two articles, a fact which was

altogether suppressed before the Magistrate.
o I forward for the information ol Government, cony
« of the Proceedings before the Magistrate. In the cross examina-
tion of the Storekeeper some stress was laid on the® system of
"passing" out articles issued Tron the Stationery Stores. I
would explain that in all cases of issue to local offices they
are asked to send a "responsible person" to take charge of the
articles. These are issued loose; they are checked item by iten
and the person to whom they are delivered makes hils own arrange-

ments Tor pemoving them. The Storekeeper sees them off the Store

premises and furnishe$ a plain "Pass" with the number of the in-
voice on it. In all other cases articles leave the Stores ready
o nlrad P o v o Inkr e S ] s
pacxea Lor despatch by rail and the Pass, enumerates the number
e

| O paciages. I have directed that all Passes shall contain suf -

Ticient, particulars for the Police Guard to checlk the articles.

m

iie simplest way will be to pack local issues also in the presence

of the person to whom they have been d 2livered.

10. In regard to Mr. Angus’ evidenee, I would point

out that he was not asked whether he had ever seen such eloth
as exhibits A and C in Madras andjij so, when_ His statemnent
| K o

b o B | \’, Ty} ~ 1 v = v 1 : il 3 { 3
4 thlnX such cloth can even be got in Madrasg" referred only

4o exhibits B and D - the dungree or poruva cloth. The cross

\ examination referred solely to this cloth.
3 : ST : d p
11, The Mapistrate in his "Order" writes "The expert

evidence tendered (that of Mr.,Thonas Angus) shows that it is not
impossible to obtain cloth like exhibits,A and B in Madras"

Prom the Magistrate’?s notes it appears that what Mr. Anpus said &
in regard to exhibit A was "It is impossible to say that such
cloth cannot be had in Madras." I submit that that does not
amount to saying that "it is not impossible to obtain 1t." In

this connection, pleuase see the Storekeeper’s evidence. Under

my

\ 3 \1 j .
\ L it sl S BRSNS A 8 R ol e e e WA b P ST S

2L :
pressed as

I bhelieve

his faect

ct

could have
been proved -
by the Cons
table who
searched thel
accused’s
house and
who was nob

\ exanined.

continues. "The evidence given only shows that accused wore

the Hagistrate?s order directing the clothesg to be returned

-to the accused cannot be justified.

AT R

my instructions he searched in the most likely places for
the cloth, but could not obtain it.,L He told the bazaar men
that if ;xactly similar cloth could be produced, a laxge

order would probably be given. They were therefore anxious

to suit his réquirements but failed to do so. The "Order"

a shirt and a pair of trousers" etc. I cannot find thisg ih
the evidence., As a matter of fact, the shirt was only par-
tially stitched and had not been washed,sant the trousers
Vere quihe new, 'here was no evidence of either having been
wWorn. The concluding sentehce of the "Order" originally ran'
"The shirt and trousers are returned to complainant". It has
since been ascertained that the last word was a clerical’er-

ror for "accused" and the judgment was altered yesterday on

the complainant ‘applying for the garments.

I2% It will be seen that the Order of discharge

is based on bhe expert evidence, which however, does not

(9
appear: to me to bear the Interpretation put upon it in the |
Order. The Magistrate does not seem to have taken the other
evidence or the surrounding circumstances of the case into “i
considerabion; Practically he declined to convict upnless the -
witnesses were ready to swealr '1ln the affirmative that . the ?ﬁ

shirt and trousers befTore the Court were made out of c¢loth

stolen Ifrom the Stationemy Stores. ' . But ¥t seems to me that

it was absolutely impossible to swear this. The case seens to

have been very badly conducted both in the preliminary in-

3

quiry and in the trial and the Magistrate appears to have
made up his nind to acquit at a very early stage of the Pro-
ceedings. But I would especially draw attention to the fact
[« 798 i trie o
e : Sy e lLores i accicP ek
that the Magistrate did not examine or any other
witness who could connect the accused with the garments. In

fact, there is no evidence on the record to show that the

accused ever had possession of them. Under these circunstances

- P

A8wra L If the case could be retried before another

Magistrate

e %3
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-and properly conducted I have very little doubt %

would Dbe & conviction, Dbut on the evidence phased B - : S OTACE

Magistrate, I doubt vhetha}ﬁghe High Court could

«Lo Order ja dretrigl. Meanwhile, the, Commissioner of 5 G
¥ = =
- m = E e, o o A 4
informed me thabt he is holding a departmental en-

quiry into the

14, I have no reasonable doubt that the pieces of
long cloth could not have been remnoved from the Sto:estwithout
the connivance of the Police Guard. Taking all thé cifo1 stances
of the case into consideration I have the honour to:recoxmend

.

that the Storekeeper be relieved of Tesponsibility Tor the loss

and that the amount involved as detailed in para & Supra, be

~

written oi the books.

I have the honour to

Sir,

.

Your most obedient servant,

/

.. Superintendent of Stationery.

R o L e s A i e
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