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BACK PAPERS.

Department. Date. -~ G.0. No. Department. Date.

XOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., NO. 708, FINANCIAL,
DATED 19TH JUNE 1899,

FinavciaL DEPAR: MENT.

FURTHER PAPERS.

Department. Date. G.0. No. Department. Date. From the Accountant-General, dated 16th May 1899, No. T. Genl. 86-1711.

—_—

Note—

Under the existing system the position of a Collector in regard to the ecntin-
gencies of offices subordinate to him is as follows :—
¢« Officers subordinate to him draw sums from sub-treasuries on abstract bills
whenever it is necessary to recoup their
Page 7 of notes in G.0., No. 550, Financial, permanent advance, submitting detailed
dated 24th April 1899. bills at the close of the month to the
Collector for countersignature, who has
to retain all vouchers for sums above Rs. 10 and below Rs. 100 (except service-
postage stamps and State telegrams) after auditing them.”
9. This system was introduced with the approval of the Comptroller-General,
who thought that “while it would not
Letter No. 623, dated 28th July 1894, on page  entail a large amount of personal work on
‘.’”t‘.(i"(,)('l No. 350, Financial, dated 24th 41,5 (gllector it would enable him to
April 1489, excrcise an effective check over the
expenditure of his subordinates, as it would be necessary for him to examine and
countersign once a month a detailed bill of every subordinate officer in independent
charge.” In the draft circular regarding contingent expenditure which accompanied
his letter, No. 6312, dated 17th December
Paragraph 12 of the letter printed in G.0., 1898, Mr. Biggs, the Accountant-Gen-
No. 550, Financial, dated 24th April 1899.  eral, stated  that the contingencies of
the departments under the control of
Collectors have been treated as ¢ countersigued > and so no change made in the
present practice.”

g

3. The position of a Collector in regard to contingencies not being quite well
understood, in some cases he being a drawing officer and in others a countersigning
. officer, it was thought that his position
Paragraphs 1 and 3 of G.0., No. 550, Financial, as a countersigning officer should be
dated 24th April 1899, made clear in the cireular regarding con-
tingent expenditure to be issued by the
;\oc(m.ntant-(}enoral, and  that so far as is consistent with his undoubted respon-
sibility for gerutinizing 'nnd checking the propriety and necessity of contingent
. ' ¢xpenditure and for che(.'lnng.fraud, the Collector should be relieved of all personal
‘ lnbour in connection with this expenditure as far as possible.” With this view it
was ruled that the Treasury Deputy Collector will under the Collector be primarily
responsible for auditing this.expenditu.re and bringing to the notice of the Collector
any bills calling for corvection or objection on the ground that the charge ought
| not to bave been incurred, but (that) he will deal himself with all mere audit objec-
4 | tions and (that) he will initial the registers and countersigning officer’s certificate
N before their submission to the Collector.”
' Proposals were called for strengthening the Account department of the
Collector’s office  to enable the contemplated change to he carried out.”

.
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4. In paragraph 1 of the Accountant-General’s letter under reference that officer
says that no change in the relative positions or responsibilities of Collectors and of

his (the Accountant-General’s) office is involved j

What the Accountant-General says is on the
face of his own circular only partially correct.
That the Collector is a countersigning officer
under the Comptroller’s cireular every one
admits, but he is besides a drawing officer
here, and that he is so is plain from Appen-
dix G to the circular, for if he were not
the advances to Tahsildars, Divisipnal-oﬂ‘ice?s,
&e., would be shown on their receipt—not his,

(Intld.) G.>[10KEs].
10-5-99.

He evidently thinks that there’is no oceasion for strengthening the (!
office. 1tis submitted that though the present system has worked from

Of course it is not, as every one who has any
practical knowledge of the matter can tell.
(Intld.) G.S[roxes).
10-6-99.

eral expeets to result from a reduction in th

submitted, be much,

A. It was at first thought that the consolidated instrue

gent charges should issue as a circular,

- suppose the Financial Government Order

: \iilquo to all Collectors. If it does it does nof
matter whether the Accountant-Greneral’s
circular does so or mot; surely, the infor-
mation as to strengthening the Collector’s
offices is not being called for throngh the
medium of the Accountant-General’s circu-
lars but through the Board *.

{(Intld.) G.S[TokEs].
10-6-99.

* Submitted that the Board has been asked for

report after reference to Collectors, para graph

4 of G.0, No. 550, Financial, dated ¥4th
April 1899,

s (Intld.) CMS8.

24-4-99.

It is therefore important that this point should be made clear and a
this effect should be inserted in the circular which covers the Manual.

to ascertain whether any, and, if 80, what, extra establishmen.ts w
Collectors’ offices to deal adequately with the serutiny and audit of

n the consoliduted instruetions
regarding contingent expenditure ; that
the Collector has been the countersigning
officer in respect of the contingent expen-
diture of officers subordinate to him
since 1894, when the system of ¢ counter-
signed contingencies ‘wasg introduced 7 ;
that it is not proposed to throw any
additional work on the Collector’s office ;
but that on the contrary there will he
diminution of work by the reduction in
the number of detailed heads,

ollector’s

1894 the
scrutiny of the contingent hills in Col-

lectors’ offices, already overworked as
they are, could not have been as efficient
and thorough as is desirable. The redue-
tion of work which the Accountant-Gen-

¢ number of detailed heads will not, it is

tions in regard to contin-

The instructions have been embodied in »
Treasury Manual which the Accountant-General has since is

all Treusury offices and which is to supersede all the previ

sued for the guidance of
ous circulars and orders
issued by him, and he thinks that ne
separate circular specifying the position
of the Collector and the Treasury officer
in regard to contingent expendityre need
be issued. He has, however, sent copy
of a cireular which he Proposes to issue
along with the Manual, = [t 18’ submitted
that under the existing system the (o
lector is held primarily responsible for
charges for auditing of which he has
not got sufficient machinery. G.0., No.
650, Financial, dated 24t} April 1849,
clearly defines the position of the ().
lector and his Treasury Deputy and 1o an

extent relieves the Collector of responsi-
bility,

paragraph to
But in order
ill be required in
contingent expen-

diture, the enquiry in paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 560, Financial, dated 24th April

1899, should, it is submitted, proceed.

6. In paragraph 5 of G.0., No, 050, Financial, dated 24th April 1899, two

improvements were suggested in the draft circular submitted by
General. He says that the suggestion

acled upon as he thought it advisah]
possible, but that he has appended a list
reappro} riation being No. 72 in the list of forms,

The suggestion to make it clear

etoe

the Accountant-

to append the form of reappropriation was not
xclude forws from the Manual as fap as

of authorised forms to it, the form of

that the list of permanent advances has teen
S not acted upon as the Manual was ordered to

be struck off prior to the receipt of the suggestion.

L

Ly

— )
g

e e v S s =

3

| i i otice is the form of the contingent register
i last( p_Ol'lllt X&?&ntr%lol:llgeiss r]thtecprescribed form. Thg forms are supplied
i 41 leO al who has printed a number of detailed heads in_them.
g ot In 1896, he was requested * to revise the
: forms of contingent regis fers which are
now incomplete and defective and pre-
scribe books according to the requlgen; e;lhts
i ustive, progressive and continuous record of the
of each.depal‘tm(f ?t sgﬁucli::tlagil':?i (1}1];23 as wéllpasgunder each main seetlo:}_.” % 14
expenditure unp i ?- lar on which orders were passed in G.O:, No. 550, ll}?.ncld %
o dl‘aht'l GII;S(S‘IJ the Accountant-General made no allusion to the revision }?
i 8 AR t:a’d out to him ; his attention was ?,lso draw"n to the facty@hat t :i
i Was'pml?se are cumbrous and exceedingly. inconvenient to deal vuth_, a{n
S presentdlltlo cons‘ider the advisability of simphfymg.the registers and intro-
. r.equest%l system of ledger and cashbook for contingent expendltu?re. o
ducing, if possi e,‘a t} ad above the Accountant-General says that _the fo_n m ’(’v the
X I‘n the_ curlel}diged so as to show separate totals for_ “ contingencies y! anfi
r egistel'_ B b?img nzl0«33 ” and that the number of headings having now been conblfiglxc =
syl fﬁwi‘i i,ster will not now be so cumbr:ous and that therefore he thinks
?}?‘?’i;tegltlicueci’ion ?)f aivstem of ledger and cashbook is unnecessary.

9. It it submitted that the Accountant-General seems not tofl]]g\é% fu]}iVNip%?d
ciated the point of the suggestions ofdGovel!;ltl)I;Lel?t;‘IL S:hofs, ﬁ Oiliggi(; ever,y al:n oty
i i e pnseet et firm and is generally well understood
will, it is submitted, be more convenient.
The daybook gives the charges incurred
every day and the entries therein are
afterwards posted in the ledger under
appropriate heads, so that at any time a glance ?t }tl:lle ledger will show the amount

: | : y I ind of charge. '
spe to date on account of a particular kin
T I think so,
(Intld.)

.0., No. 309, Financial, dated 2nd May 1896,
paragraph 8.

I quite agree.
1d. G.S[roxes].
oy g

The Accountant-General may be

i i further consulted on the matter ?

10-6-99. i

10. The Treasury Manual is, the preface to it says, a supplemetf: lf?inthse i ﬁlovg
Aco'mn.t Code, and contains supplemental:y and explanatory rules. : _”13 lﬂgr orders
oou/veniént form for reference all local rulings sprea(cll ]osver (;1, nli,mbereginc;s ey
l roce N s

3 ountant-Geueral, Government Orders and Board’s eding
Of) t'}ll(id?aoio arrange the 1\’/Ianual chapter after chapter after the Civil Account Code
fﬁod it will be of very great use to Treasury officers.

JLR. Intld) C.MS.
id) 7'{%{99. ( )9-6-90.
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Treasury Accoun® Department.

From

J
Ve

Offe: ACCOUNTAﬁTFGEN

o=

To

The Chiel Secretary

Jhd 2 L

SIR,

24th

change in the relative

/ Gollect,Ors
25;449 /?r

S instructions

and of this

regarding

.ijening OfficeT

ﬁl/?i/ik? has been the counterslig

+ingent exXpen

*:_ 3 \f\' since
- 7] i

R
NS g : ~o0 : +
‘ s AWTa.s introa nced 1n LG

patches detail

not in

'“)T~T§ is

and telegrals

for items

work on the Gollector

diminished by th® red
K [ rezret th this
t

¥ .
[4 Ccf,/ﬁu‘»': R o Allar

tary VEANA

with reference

of April 18¢9] I have

-~ 1RG4, when the 83

ed bills

excess

»« Office. On the contrary

Fort St1. GEORGE,

Accou?nt-(}enera.l_’s bﬁice,

Sp e /6 viay 1897.
4 No§€:égfizézf_, 'S

/;7CA/ é? 8

. DAWSON RSQ.

JERAL TO THE

-

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

1o Government,

minancial D@nmrtmﬁnt.

A

to G.0.No.550, minancial, dated the

t+ne honour bo submit that no

or responsibilities of

n

positicn

office is involved in the consolidﬁte&

contingent expenditure. The CollectoT

in respectr of the con-

officers subordinate 0 him ever

rstem of "oountersigned oontingenoies"

departments under hims When he de

office he retains the vouchers

L ) S e
Lo thls

s Rs.100 (except souchers for stamps

not proposed to throw any additional

work will be
of. debtailead heads.

dlear in para 12 of this

B 3
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& J T 24 e 2 3 & Il k |
. e f ity = ' o "J‘ i3 =, —. ; .j
4 - 3 2 0 .
. together with a copy ol an introductory Gircular. IT Government
; 4 i
are pleased t,o accept the view stated in the preceding para, 1t will & “"Wﬁ
: : _ \ ?{é%
be unnecessary Lo issue & separate circular on the subject of '“““y minancial Department.
» A 2A
5 B L] &
contlng£?01es defining: the position of the Collector and the e | od
Tgeasury officer. - & /@79
o WS £ 3 }
3. 1ith reference to para © of the G.0., I have the honour to say Note
N ,
3 + S % e
ﬁ that the Lisu of Permanent Advances having been already printed
: = - ; A 1d+ the existing sS¥! m Ul
as an appenailx to the hanual, T am unable to give effect. to the 4 {} et e exisuin system Lhe
fe ok .
Syl { . .
i i 44 7 g nasition of @ Collector repard )
§ suggestion () in the present edition. The 1list should as pointed | position © ollector in regard to
| ? : % ’
: : : 4 e contingencie of office subhordi -~
ouw in the suggestion show clearly the system on which the items - the contingencies ©F offices subordi
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