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Periyar Project
Pt 3 the correspondence in regard to the incidence of the cost of draining
7 S, g;;":;l a ed tanks under the — to render them fit for cultivation be
. g‘:v"d,d to the Government of India for early orders.
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Reap—the following papers :—

From Lieutenant-Colone] 0.V, BODDY R.E
7 L,

Circle, to the Chjef Engi Superi
1898, No, 713 M.D, o oor for Irrigatigy, ~glrittending Engineer, VT
o » Gated Kodaikgnal, 18th M
y ay

tanks und v - ©900 each ha 3

vineisalu Fuxffll.st\}:zdigr‘? Z;.CB}EI;I;:IB s Mad“mv:ngefgal?fe ved for abandoning certain

Re\(rlenue at_zcg;ilts are kept, P.WWBPISE o avigation fo:-ai;l}l:iz;o eth met from Pro-

randum printed with G0, 10T a4 vepairs neither Capi

of draining the tank beds-to i gy 8% 19th Augusy FUETUDh 2 of your mamo:

Revenue.”  As this sub-head them for cultivati, 396, it is said tha, the cost

of Excontive Bnginten b Als n0t to be founq in then sh?uld be debited to o L?sd

-Code, I havé the ho Ppendix T, Volupg 1y o5 *iication of the ¢ for

whether the classiﬁcattli(::lllro?th:eq:t?st that you WiIIOtb:he Public Works 52:::&:22:

estima : -

and whether they may be sanctioned bt;stlﬁ?gz’&:dmary h%ﬁ;‘;ggguggepb:,xn;om me
X o 1r's 18 correct

\

W ]898, ma. NO. 2284’-

——

From T. HESKETH BIGGS, Esq., Acco

u
ot 1898, No. 405
4 ated the 9th of A t 189 iri
to which department should be debited the’cost of draini i §, enquirin
. rain tl

tanlics commanded by the Periy4r channels, I have the holl?cir lti ?zdinoil?aﬁan(loﬁfﬁ
work e(lis netc%ssall;y owing to the construction of the Periydr project Sn it alzs };e
carried out by the professional agency of the Public Works Department, the cost sh(z)uls

“43. Minor works and N avigation ”

i -

in charge of Public Works officers,

Endorsement of the Revenue Department, dated 6th November 1898

——

Office-note to the Fxami :
1808, No. 344 miner, Public WorksAccounts, dated Madras, 11th November

Junellggcéulgsbtiobliged if you will kindly reconsider your No. 734 A./B., dated 13th
1895, Under 6.0, No. 1026, date] Toh ctobe Lppt gy . 171, dfed d Jue
' . 2 r cent. of th i
:’g J he sahe. t(;fiabandgmed tanks in the area commanded b)?(: he I;enf)ya'sr ‘i):;?g::lt.n:c'ﬁi:;i%
sad 2 tg:re tlh betdo the project, but to give the tank beds any value and fit them for
sgr:ﬁ;a zon] ey q s must be drained or the water level at least lowered in some way
vy 000t ar b e v, o G i will b consdrble o
2 with, i A >
b;:ﬁﬁtdg'the improvement which drainage willel:geg:,at A SO e o ful
of the drainage to otber than project funds ? and if th ' rith st
to what sub-head of the accounts could the charée bg gggjifz:gge vnorh bt g

(Signed) W. HUGHES,
Chief Engineer for [rrigation.

isit allowable to charge the cost #

‘ NSQ 9 LJ!SQ??@Y to Government, dated 24tp ‘X‘tant-Gener};l, Madms, to the Chief # -
R W — T s 2

/

& O Vo iare mob Reph:

No. 201 I, 24t Fesrvary 1899, 3

b

Office-note from the Examiner, Public “Works Accounts, dated Madras, 22nd

November 1898, No. 1852 A./B.
circumstances now explained I see no objection to the cost of the im-
Under the eure ‘ provements in question forming a charge

ich Capital and Revenue Ac- against project funds under 49. Irrigation
orks for whi P! —Imperial, or 43. Minor Works * and

- old irrigation derives benefit from the outlay thus incurred. The particular sub-

gre:i affected in the former case would apparently be (2) Main canals and branches—

15. Miscellaneous (vide Public Works Code, 1I, Appendix II, page lvii). In the
tter ease there would be no sub-head.

" 1 think however that, if this be agreed to, the proposal to act accordingly should

be reported to India for information and orders.

No. 306 1.
Note by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

The estimate of revenue of the Periyir project on which the forecast which
accompanied the revised estimate was based, takes into account the irrigation of the
beds of the tanks, nearly all of which it was intended to abardon. The Collector’s
estimate, omitting five tanks which he thought would be retained, gave 22,759 acres as
the area of tanks to be abaandoned, and of this it was supposed that three-fifths, or
18,572 acres, could be rendered cultivable.

2. Shortly after the project was opened it was felf, chiefly for the following
reasons, that it would be rash to give up so many tanks—

First, very little was known of the capabilities of the Periydr reservoir in bad
years and it might hereafter prove of very great importance to impound local drainage

and save Periydr water.

Second, owing to the capacity of the tunnel being found much less than was
intended and to the Suruilyar channel drawing a much larger supply from the river than
revious]
Bn at th? head of the main canal. There is; of course, also-the natural supply of

the Vaigai, but this is small except when the river is in fresh.

3. Whatever endeavour the ryots may use, it takes a long time to bring a large
tract under cultivation, and moreover, contrary to the assumption made in the caleu-
lations of the project, ryots who intend to raise only one crop will not begin its
cultivation immediately water is let down, but prefer to await the time that suits them
best. Though there is much absorption in the early part of the season if full supply
;s let down, then it would probably not be all uged, and if not let down all the more
would in ordinary years be lost over the reservoir escape. Whatever.error. th'ere may
have been in the assumptiqn that the. penod_ of maximum demand w1ll. coincide with
the period of good supply in the Periydr w.111 be neutralized by retaining a certain

ber of tanks and whatever delay in passing on water may be caused by filling the
num to the level of the higher sluices will be more than compensated by the tanks
lt)zlilll:; f?lll at the end of the rains when it may be desirable to spare the Periydr water.

4. Proposals were accordingly made and approved by Government in G.0.,
) P 1 19th August 1896, to retain 80 of the 231 tanks in the Madura taluk

N(:i 710 I", dtzltlt: remaining 151 which irrigated only 5,558 acres and had a waterspread
:}‘ 3 ?Si)enc?e g, of which probably 2,000 acres can be fitted for cultivation. The tanks
,189 ac

: waterspread of 8,663 acres, but this includes the five large tanks
to be retained have & J The sele’etion of tal’xks to be retained was made with a

= 1 I'a, h 1 3 :
:‘;Z‘:rﬂ t;it'fhigz uimﬁl ordinary rainfall drainage, and the tanks given up are the

Navigation— Provincial, according as new

ouly about 1,000 cubie feet per second of Periydr water can be reckoned
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SATYAMANGALAM, :
8th December 1898, (Signed) W, gygpEs,

- Chief Engineer for Irrigation. Exd, T. K. Naraysoa Aiysngse. ;
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