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G.0., &c., Nos. 300, 301, 27th February 1899,
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FEBRUARY.

Stationery.

Directing that the indent .in duplicate submitted by the Superintendent of Stati . ¥
articles required in 1899-1900 for use in 1900-1901 be forwerded to moUnde§1%;Zt2
of State for India. Copy to the Government of India. : ¥
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. N. ATKINSON, Esq., I.C.S., Superintendent of Stationery, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 20th February 1899, Dis. No. 417.

I have the honour to submit the Annual Indent (in triplicate) for the stationery
articles required in 1899-1900 for use in 1900-1901. The value of the indent
amounts to £12,761-16-4 against £12,755-4-3 sanctioned in G.O, No. 860, Finan-
cial, dated 10th October 1898, exclusive of the few articles the value of which is not

known. :
2. The established proportion entered in column 4 of the indent represents the

average consumption of two years based generally on the actuals of the past three |

years. The requirements entered in column 8 have been arrived at by taking the
difference between the established proportion and the stock in hand, including the
balance due on the previous indent 7:nus the average consumption for one year which
has to be met from the stock before the receipt of the articles under this indent.

3. Five typewriting machines each of Yost No. 4 and Remington latest pattern,
have been included in the indent to meet the inereasing demands from officers. Spare
accessories have also been provided for.

4, Blue pencils are generally preferred by officers to red pencils and are much
more largely used. The quantity of the former has therefore been increased and a
corresponding reduction made in the demand for the latter. A report was made in
this office Dis. No. 1004, dated 17th December 1898, to the Director-General of
Stores of the inferior quality of Faber’s red pencils and that officer was at the same
time requested to supply Rowney’s blue pencils in preference to Hardtmuth’s (vide
Financial Department No. 2813, dated 13th December 1898).

5. Gum bottles with brushes and ¢ cachet crampons” with the "requisite seals
have been included in the indent with reference to G.O., No. 177, Financial, dated
13th February 1898.

6. The black Indian rubber now issued from this office has been condemned by
several officers as rough and unserviceable. It has therefore been omitted from the
indent and the quantity of vulcanised pencil erasers, which is a cheaper and a better
article and is preferred |by many officers, has been correspondingly increased in
substitution.

7. The accommodation portion of the penholders—that is, the portion into which
the nib is inserted—at present supplied is complained of by officers on the ground
that it is inferior and does not last as long as it ought to. It should be of a better
quality and should be made of brass or some other non-rusting substance, With thig
improvement the life of the penholder would be very much lengthened. '

8. Provision has been made for 100 pounds of red sealing wax. It should be of
a quality superior to that supplied in Previous years and should be specially adapted
for use in the climate of India. The stock on hand is complained of by oﬁicelgi as
the avax takes fire, turns black and does not drop. The Accountant-General and the
Inspector-General of Police are of opinion that the English sealing wax is not so ood
as the country article made at the local Penitentiary for which 10 annas a b isgaid
against Rs. 1-2-6 for the home article, ; et
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9. The demand under cyclostyle ink has been reduced to 800 bottles as most of
the reports received up to date on Venkata Row’s Indian cyclostyle ink are favour-
able and there is a probability that this ink will in time entirely supersede the English
article. A report on the experimental use of Indian cyelostyle ink will be submitted
to Government at an early date.

10. The annual indents for stationery from officers of the Educational Department
are now being checked and it is possible that they may disclose requirements for
special articles which will necessitate a supplemental indent. This will be avoided if
possible by the local purchase of materials if within the ruling sanctions and they will
be included in the next annual indent.

11. Hitherto chalk has not been supplied to the Educational Department by the
stationery stores. The indent has been somewhat delayed for particulars of the
requirements of the various educational institutions. The demand has been based on
the estimates received, and not on any actuals as they are not available.

12. The several increases over the established proportion in articles of general
issue, such as papers, steel nibs, penecils, &e., are due to the additional requirements of
the Educational Department and for purposes connected with “ plague. »

13. The indent has been carefully scrutinized and the demands placed at the
lowest quantities compatible with efficient supply. They cannot be further curtailed
with any advantage as several extra indents are being received from officers on plague
duty, and special duty in the Public Works and Revenue Departments. I have
therefore the honour to request that Government will be pleased to pass the indent in
full for compliance.

14, In conclusion, I would invite special attention to the remarks entered in the
indent and more particularly to those relating to the urgency of certain requirements.

Orper— No. 300, Financial, dated 27th February 1899.
The indent will be forwarded to the Secretary of State.
(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.
To the Superintendent of Stationery.

—_———

EnvorseMENT—No. 301, Financial, dated 27th February 1899,

Copy to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department, with copy
of indent. .

G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.

£xd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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I am directed to forward, for submission to the Right Honourable the Secretary |
of State for India, an indent (in duplicate) for articles of stationery required for use B |
in the Madras Presidency in 1900-1901. ) ;
2. Copy of letter No. 417, dated 20th February 1899, from the Superintendent (Al Ll s
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