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to be insufficient and has to be supplemented by local pur-

ses at increased rates. These and other matters have led

which have been the subject of com=

Cha

to delays in suyplies
plaint. by the Military ud\lﬁ&tiOD&l Depa,rtrnent.

2. In addition to inconvenience and AGelays,. the

disposal of obsolete books by public auction=which is the

ush
only means found available«for whieh less than their cost

price, and the local purchase of others at enhanced rates
to meet urgent rGQulsltlons, has 1nvolved uonsiderable loss.
As an instance, I would mention that school books and materials
which had been lying in the stores without demand for sometime 1
and which had cost mke,o4o, were disposed of in 1898 for Is 42 )=
As recently as Atpust*1ast books éte. originally valued at
B3 4,537 were diququﬂpg;py,ghe Government Auctioneer for B 174.
Another cage has just happened which will causé much incon=
venience and cannot fail to involve some loss to the statel
Bafore sending home my last indent on Messrs F.P.Baker & Co.
1 consulted the Deputy 4ggis;ant-4gjgpan$ @General for Eritish
Army Sghgolg;whp;intg;mgﬂggg *p%Prhﬁagf'HES,r°?§9? pgy§9pici-
pate ‘any change. in B CHFRicUlE; AURIne She,DeXY g, YeaTe:
Among the books indented, for and since reseived axe 180 copies
of hangomes History of England cosbing 20-2-7% ( B 3=15-6) per
copy. The Military Depertpent has Just, ordered, that he gupply
of this work.is to cease. ,gnd. u'no}d Fogt.ar’s Hiﬂt_.ox'y_ ,:_ls 'po be
substituted . for it. @;e 180 qg'{ya pt.Bnq m”h@wa tpererore
pecome obsolete.and I QOUb§~Wh§§hervMQB§¥ﬁ Fy FoBaker & Co. will
take them back at. their full value,, if at Shla 202 w‘ .ﬂ
1 have ascerﬁained that in Gglcu§t$ e annual

i

imate of schpol books,etc..}a forwarquﬂgpiahgaloctﬁg.local
r Who, procurgs & sﬁoc;,from England ahd qgstrtbugas it

to the several Armx.Schools on receipt of distribuhion 1ists.

tains receipts»wh5ch farm'vouchers for his bzlls wh1ch are ‘gk}b
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Tt will thus be seen that the practice obtain%ggqfé)

Calcutta and Bombay obviates the posegibility of any

| 1oss falling on Government and relieves the local Bta=-

tionery Offices of unnecessary work and unavoidable
conplaints. :

4, In August last the Deputy Assistant
Adjutant General for British Army Schools suggested the
advisability "of a local school supplier (i.e., an Indian
f£irm of booksellers) being appointed contractors" as
wsuch an arrangement would probably obviate much incone
venience all round.®™ I thereupon addressed the Control=-
ler of Military Accounts on the subject but he consi=
dered that the existing system "has worked satisfactori-
ly and economically.® Hé recently compared Messrs Baker
& Co’s rates with those quoted by a Dombay firm and
found the former decidedly advantageous. He added that
util he is satisfied that the present arrangements-.rwﬁ
are inconvenient and unduly expensive he regretted his
inability to disturb them. I have received another com=-
munication from the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General

on the subject but I have not addressed the Controller
of Military Accounts further.

5. It is quite clear that at present
this office has a considerable amount of unpleasant

and unsatisfactory work to do which is not required of \
the sister offices in Calcutta dnd Bombay; and that >
delays in supplies o schools are largely due to the
system in vogue which is also mainly responsible for
heavy losses from time to time which it seems to‘ma
must more than palance the:advantage derived from Messrs
Baker & Co’s rates. I have therefore tha honour to sSUub=

mit the matter for the consideration or Governnment.

I have the honour to be,
: Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

/WM

A&\Ag. Superintendent of Stationery.
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