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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper : —

From J. N. ATKINSON, Esq., 1.C.8., Superintendent of Stationery, to the Chicf
Secretary to Government (through the Accountaut-General), dated Madras,

3rd September 1898, No. 2086.

I regret to be under the necessity of applying for an increase to the establish-
ment of the Stationery office, but I trust that upon a perusal of the facts hereafter
detailed, His -Excellency the Governor in Couucil will hold not only that I am
justified in doing so but that the interests of the public service demand it.

2. The existing establishment, as detailed in the proposition statement herewith
forwarded, was sanctioned in 1884 with the exception of the Forms elerk who was
added by G.0., No. 414, Financial, dated 21st April 1896. The number of indents
received in the office in each year since 188687 is shown below :—

{ Stationery Indents,
Years. s rd

Annual Indents. S“Fg d:‘:::: = Total.
1886-87 o 47 5 5 628 167 795
1887-88 . ae e , SRS EO51 113 1,064
1888-89 o s o o 790 119 90?
1889-90 4 S 5 ol 767 163 935
1890-91 55 99 1 4% 7456 247 992
1891-92 va Ve m 5 bas 403 1,001
1802-93 Ve 2 4 Ay 553 289 842
1893-94 il X% - 3 6502 ¥ 209 801
1894-95 ok o a2 53 524 240 764
1895-96 28 s £, - 483 171 654
1896-97 % = e b 540 170 710
1897-98 e va Y- 2 497 617 1,014

and the following reasons infer alia account for the increases which have taken place
since then. The annexation of Upper Burma in 1887-88 led to 32 extra annual
indents, while the supply of stationery direct to Executive Enginecrs of the Public
Works department increased the numbers still further by 80. 1In the same year 15
officers of the Salt and Abkdri department were added to the free indents list. In
the following year the Registrar-General of Births and Deaths and the Agent for
Government Consignments were included and in 1889-90 the Circle Paymaster,
Rangoon, the Sanitary Engineer to Government, and the Engineer-in-Chief, East
Coast Railway, were brought en the list, while the amalgamation of the Madras and
Bombay clothing Agencies led to a further increase of work. ¢

3. In 1890-91 the supply of mathematical instruments was transferred from the
Public Works Stores to this office. This involved a further addition to the work of
the office. In 1804-95, 21 indents from District Registrars were received for the
first time. I would particularly invite attention to the fact that these are consolidated
indents and include the supplies required by about 380 Sub-Registry officers. This
was the last large increase in indents until the current year, in which those from

officers of the Educational department have already risen from 6 to 101 by the
addition of the following : — b 7yBin

o
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’ ‘!a‘"decrease next year.
. demanded in the supplemental indents this year will be included in the annual indents
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Inspectors and Inspectresses, Assistant and Sub-Assistant Inspectors of 8chools,
Principals of Government Colleges, Headmasters of Government Schools, the School
of Arts and the Inspecting Schoolmaster of Muhammadan Schools. Here again a
large number of the indents are consolidated, but I am not in a position to say exactly
how many individual supplies are included ih the 101 already received. It may be
thought that the unusually large number of supplementary iudents this year is due
to the officers of the Educational department having had to prepare their annual
indents for the first time and that the number of supplemental ones will greatly
This is no doubt so but it must be remembered that the articles

next year and consequently the work of check and supply will not decrease although
the actual number of indents received may fall off. It will thus be seen how ver
considerably the work of supply has increased and when it is remembered that each
indent after registration has to be carefully checked, objection item statements prepared,
invoices and advices made out, issues noted, issues made and packed and despatched
and that various other minor details have to receive attention between the date of the
receipt of the indent and its final passing into the records as complied with, the great
increase in the work of the establishment in this particular alone can be readily
recognised. "

4. The next item of additional work for which no compensation has been
received in the way of extra establish-
ment is the supply of rubber-stamps, In
the margin will be found the numbers of

Indents for Rabber-stamps.

Nember | Ounces | Namber - iRdeNts and stamps and the quantity of

Years. of of ot ink dealt with in cach year since 1890-91,

sawps. [ uk. | indents. Tt wil] be seen that the number of stamps

‘ issued in that year was 454 and that the

ey ik 460 2'580 [ "i39  amount of ink was 2,657 ounces and that
:g:‘rg_g:{; B Lok o z)zg;l 367 those {'igures. rose to 1,335 and 4,217,
1894-95 Py B L BTy 49  Tespectively, in 1897-98. Here again it
:::l;g_-gg T | N §i0d 415 may be said that the large number of
1897-98 Wk ko G - 478 stamps dealt with last year and the recent
orders of Government and of the Board of

Revénue restricting the number of stamps
to be used in various offices will result in a considerable decrease in the demands
before long. But it must be remembered that under G.0O., No. 17, Financial, dated
7th January 1898, this office has to arrange for the repair as well as the supply of
stamps. With such a large number in use it is to be expected that a considerable
number will always be in need of repair and that renewals from fair wear and tear
must also be frequent. I am unable to afford even approximate figures to represent
the saving which has been effected by this office arranging for all such supplies and
repairs from one contractor, but I can give two recent instances which will speak for
themselves. The Surgeon, 3rd district, Madras, and the Registrar-General recently
indented direct on the contractor for a rubber-stamp and repairs to one respectively.
In each case the officer was charged the ordinary rate for supplies to the public,
which was Rs. 3. If the work had becn arranged for through the medium of this
office, the charges would have been Rs. 2-7-0 and As. 10-4, respectively, showing a
saving of Rs. 2-14-8 on these two items alone. I may mention en passant that I
declined to pass more than the contract rate in each case. I am convineed that the
services of an additional clerk for this work are necessary and that the small salary I
have proposed for him will be amply covered by the savings effected.

5. The next matter to which I would invite attention is the supply by this office
of clothing, both woollen and cotton, to the menial establishments throughout the
Presidency for which it is sanctioned. T have already mentioned in the Administra-
tion Report of the Stationery department now before Government that I have
hitherto been unable to arrange to carry out the orders of Government in this matter
in their entirety. This has been largely due to the want of establishment to deal

‘with the preliminary details. I would point out that owing to this the additional
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it can by distribl?tliovx‘:ltaltnlolﬁ1 enttli’ rubber-stamps, clothing, &ec., has to b
ag sufficiently heavy Withgut t‘l‘h:;‘gStlrgg cl{larical establishment Whosn:3 (:ltt;ne ag v
office was, up to B i s the unavoida = 1er duties
, up to recently, on a most disorganised and gia:l?sblet{othe w?]rk i peasemposed 1 i
ry condition and s and an increase 10 sevel,

I much fear tha
t for want of -

conse ? , careful ‘check of i : . :

now gﬁ:&i‘:sdto (’0"91'11U{ent have not been i;ff;él deut: .u-nauwo"‘”ed supplies and exception of the gorrespondence clerk, who, 1 consi
The state of :ﬂ’atil:: ;ep ly is that the supply bhas bqel:einm’aclin f{’,@? when demands are of his duties} I recommend for an immediate increase of Rs. 3. There are at present

. ¢ E e e e

required for the Admielfizltnxgti‘ ery apparent when  the prepamtizlf I‘ef Wl_t hout demur. twtc;lhaénds otxllx st.lgﬁ tfv O otlxllf ? 13;0,'? :ﬁ t? l'lt o 2Of aJl(li)lfot:u ﬁ)anS- dlizfes—o 3 0; g
ration Report was begun, and i of the statements total strength of 15. 1 WO submit that it 1s pre erable to havea rence in pay,
gun, and 1t was only by exceptional however small, in the higher appointments and not more than two on the same
; is that men work better when they have a

in the lower ones. My experience
ght increase on the oceurrence of a vacancy.

efforts, and at the e

> expense for the ti

report was ready s ime of the cu .

g ready for submission to Government “f:ﬁlilt ;V(f’sk%f Fhe office, that the , ® q‘ b i

6. To return to the subj w days of that on which : monﬁleﬁmpet:: v retoe wutl)g ?‘f}éahl that the i a dit a

98 50 o the subject of clothi : _ The statements submitted show tha e inereased expeuditure propose

the“;ld 5}? indents respectively were Corlnn%" Idwopld mention that in 1896 and 1897 ] amounts to Rs. 59 per mensenm, of which Rs. 52 would be immediate and Rs. 7 pros- |

umber is 44, phed with, while for the first half of 1591 3 ‘ pective. The cost of the existing and revised establishments is Rs. 746 and Rs. 800 /
: per mensem respectively. Although Iam unable to give a reliable estimate 1 can

, n i1l be more than covered by the

I am now in cor
Tespondence with th
e several officers concerned confidently assert that the additional expenditure W
stamps being undertaken by the

and I hope before 1 .
the regul s _be In a position t ;
and dificultios E}yb()f ﬁdOth“?g' There are, e ara 3. S efinite arrangements . for : .
unless [ am shortlve abﬁttdls[fosed of which involve, ma%;e’:_eflél‘lmber of minor details | g,at:}:ilg effect;:i : b t{lehsupph)l’ Ofdcl()?hmg;nd rlﬁ)b:r- i me 1d: f th
subject, further delay Wfll(:aill)szze an intelligent clerk on duty iﬁnccoe:ﬁ and 1 dennithat econgxl;eyry m;)de: ;'ubber}i:t;mg: ’ a};l(;ﬂmparegg;:g to clﬁﬁ;ﬁg gllv;[;vsfneiti:): athg,t thz
7. 1t will not be out of pra;ze fariok : N TS office rate for the supply of uniforms for Forest Guards, which “is the only regular
7534 ere for me to invite attention to th . J contract for clothing entered into so far, is much less than that demanded by certain
: . Pt incurred by the Stationer O%faxpendltm‘e suppliers in Madras from whom other articles of clothing are known to have been
1885-86 S in each year since 1885_%6 lc; oL TeonEn procurel. The actual saving on the rates sanctioned in G.0., No. 1036, dated 4th
188687 .. £ ‘e ol 4,560,374 culars are given in the ¥ he parti- Aagust 1897, which has resulted from the small transactions in clothing undertaken
1887-88 . 0t .. 336515 ncrease from Rs. 4,441 14m%'“gm' The during the past three years has been Rs. 4, 77, and Rs. 380, respectively. The
%8§8-39 3 e - W oo 5,88 967 to Rs. 7,18,621 in 18,97‘-98 % il _savang of Rs. 380 was effected on a total sanctioned expenditure of Rs. 8,831, and as
o ek SN S A 5,30,672 1ndex, without furth 18 a ‘sufficient i~ the grand total of the sanctions enumerated in the appendix to Government Order
1890-91 s .. 5,038,951 to the I 5 er remarks from ( . 2t - v
ths 21 2 SR ey S e large increase of work in th f;ine, last above quoted amounts to Rs. 30,930 a substantial saving may reasonably be
1892-93 ., > & . 4:44:114 In connection with the vario Pl expected.
1893-94 .'s vo 449741 receipt and supply, " us details of . 11. Tn conclusion T would apologise for the length of this letter and would
iggg—.@a‘ o8 5 .. 463,174 8. The foregoing facts respectfully request the favour of early orders om it. A propusition statement in the
1898:32 b . i (55’12'(8)(23 complete without the numbc‘;-(s)ul;l Al : peperibed form acoompanies.
AR T T foxt I}Yed e S sesng S thI:t;:;
. .. 5 .. 718121 years. The figures gi 3
= ’ n g given belo : ;
ot include inveiees, advicgs, &e. :-—-W % Orprr—No. 916, Fman‘gla.l, dated 21st October 1898.
Year. Nfe'&l::; of | Avorage | Numberof | Ny The proposition tatement is sanctioned. _
roceived, | | Per month. | pofllh ) 5% fachth. 9. This sanction has been registered as No. 61 of 1898-99.
1 T I - 3. An additional allotment of -20 lakh from savings under 33. FamiNg RELIEF
I R e 456 3,898 - will be made to 30. STATIONERY AND Prrs1iyg—Provincial under the following
E898 fo afk wooe | g 530 v 525 , heads :—
or six months T o 2044 670 1060 254 LAEH.
2 e L ;,’ggg 430 Stationery office at the Presulency e i o iy we! $1°U5
It will be seen that th J g Do.  supplied from Central Stores . .o . Sl
tively i o' e monthl ; 3 1 :
Ilvel) in 1894 to 772 and 600, res Y averages have risen from 456 The Superintendent of Stationery will report in due course as to the adequacy of
tyglii;ygn}egtlon as an instance’of ?xfgitgs]y ’11;11 the first six months of t?l%dc et it the allotment under the latter head.
, fair eopying and despatchi ual heavy work that he current year. :
same clerk, who receives Rspi_}w(:h]ng ordinary corresponden at present the duties of (True Extract.)
. 17-8-0 per mensem. It is u‘;‘;;ﬁe carried out by the . i o
< ?
Chief Secretary.

after working late

at o

he took with him andfﬁgg’ .todtake drafts to fair copy at h y necessary for him

The practice is inconvem’ePI;:;a aﬁafo}'e office hours next dgr;(;'o ?n a ];ecent oceasion
. irre ess than 57 drafts

causing muach delay i : ul
g much delay in the disposal of c%n:;tbxzrlg canmol Put. S SWp¥o it without

9. From the sta
tement whi
ask for three additio which accompani i
: ' litional hand companies this letter, it wi
assistant packer on R s only, viz., a elothi y 1t will be seen that I
on Be 17, 37 and 15, ing clerk, a rubber-st now
-stamp clerk and an

the rest of the wo 15, r :
rk ¢ 19, respectively. :
among the existing establishng’ent Itohgﬂ-“;gb{ha r%d:stribution of
e office into a more

T'o the Superintendent of Stationery-
- Accountant-General.

Exd. P. Seetharam.
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