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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 774, Finaneial, dated 21st September 1897.

Apstract.—Accepting, with remarks, the budget estimate of the Government Astronomer,
Madras, for 1898-99.

* * * * *

9. The cost of instruments for the Kodaikénal Observatory has, it is understood,
been transferred to Provincial. The Accountant-General will be requested to quote the
authority for this.

* * * * #*

— e

G.0., Mis. No. 1062, Financial, dated 17th December 1897.

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Accountant-
General, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George,
23rd October 1897, No. 3316 :—

With reference to paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 774, Financial, dated the 21st
September 1897, I have the honour to state that the cost of the stores in question has
been debited to Provincial funds, because it is specially poted that the stores should
be charged to Provincial in Invoice No. 402, dated 13th November 1896. 1 may add
that the cost appears in the India Office statement of payments made in England on
account of Provincial funds and accordingly the necessary adjustment has been made
in the accounts of this office by debit to 26. Scientific, &c., Departments, Public
Observatories, Provineial. I beg to enclose the invoice mentioned above for reference

and return.

Order—Mis. No. 1062, Financial, dated 17th December 1897.

The Accountant-General will be furnished with a copy of G.O., Nos. 940, 941
Publie, dated 21st November 1893, from which he will observe that the cbargeé
connected with the new observatory at Kodaikdnal, which is being erected from
Imperial funds, will ultimately be transferred to those funds. His attention will also
be drawn to paragraph 5 of this Government’s letter, No. 213, Public, dated 8rd
March 1897, printed on pages 3 and 4 of G.0O., No. 673, Public, dated 28th May 1897
where it was stated that the provision of instruments for the new observatory Was
already a charge on Imperial funds, and to the reply from the Government of Tndia
Revenue and Agricultural Department (No. 1223—2-13, dated 12th May 189 7
recorded on page d of G.O., No. 873, Public, dated 25th May 1897), which did n 01:
traverse this statement.

9 From articles 1295 and 1296 of the Civil Account Code, it furthe :
that the entry in the invoice alone is mo authority for the :lebitufllag:, %Ppetdﬁ's
Accountant-General. The Accountant-General will be requested to take the n y the
steps for rectifying the erroneous debit.

($rue Extract.)

(Signed) A ARUNDEL,
Chaes Secretury.

C(lOSS&I'y

To the Accountant-General.
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G.0., Mis. 290, Financial, dated 18th March 1898.

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Accountant-General
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George, 9th March
1898, No. 900 :—

With reference to G.0O., No. 1062, Financial, dated the 17th December 1897
asking me to take the necessary steps to remove the debit on account of the cost of
certain instruments supplied to the Kodaikdnal Observatory from Provincial to Imperial
1 have the honour to state that I have referred the question as one of classification to
the Comptroller-General, and I beg to enclose a copy of his reply, No. 2304, dated 19th
February 1898. In the circumstances, I have until further orders left the debit in
question undisturbed in closing the aecounts of 1896-97, and I propose to deal in the
same way with the further debits raised by the India Office on account of similar
instruments during the current official year. :

ENCLOSURE.

From the Comptroller-General, Calcutta, to the Accountant-General, Madras, dated
19th February 1898, No. 2304.

With reference to your letter, No. 275, dated 26th ultimo, I have the honour to
state that, in accordance with the principle upon which expenditure is apportioned bet-
ween Imperial and Provincial as set forth in article 1336 of the Civil Account Code,
the cost of the instruments supplied to the Kodaikdnal Observatory has been correctly
debited in your accounts to Provincial Revenues.

2. The only method of obtaining relief to Provincial Revenues from the applica-
tion of the above principle is by means of a contribution from Imperial through the
Tand Revenue head. Such relief can only be given under the orders of the Gov-
ernment of India, as laid down in article 1367 of the Civil Account Code, and for such

. orders it is for the Local Government and not for the Account Department to apply.

I, therefore, the Local Government cousider that Provincial Revenues should not be
burdened with this expenditure on account of instruments for the Kodaikdnal Obsery-
atory but desire to be re-imbursed from Imperial Revenues, they should apply to the
Government of India, in the Finance and Commerce Department, for a contribution
from Imperial through the Land Revenue head.

3. In this connection I would, however, draw your attention to the fact that
Madras Provincial Revenues is not likely to obtain any real benefit from such a
contribution from Tmperial, as under the arrangement sanctioned in paragraph & of
the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department letter, No. 1400-4,
dated 26th March 1897, for the division between Tmperial and Provincial of the
famine expenditure in Madras in 1897-98, any addition to the Madras Provincial
balance on account of the cost of the instruments supplied to the observatory will
probably require the transfer of a corresponding amount of famine expenditure from
Imperial to Provineial. .

Order—Mis. No. 290, Financial, dated 18th March 1898.

The Accountant-General will be requested to report, as early as possible, the
amount of the further debits raised by the India Office during the current year.

(True Extract.)

(Sighed)  A. T. ARUNDEL,
Clief Secretary.

To the Accountant-General.
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G-.0., Mis. No. 690, Public, dated 20th May 1898.

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Accountant-General,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort 8t. George, 29th March
1898, No. 1268 :—

With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 290, Financial, dated the 18th March 1898, 1
have the honour to state that the accounts from the India Office for the eurrent official
ear have been received only up to January last. The value and English freight of
stores for the Kodaikdnal Observatory therein charged for amount to £668-6-0. To
this, if Indian freight, viz., 7s. 114. is added, the cost of the stores will be £ 668-13-11.
This, converted at 1s. 21d. the rupee, will, together with 3 per cent. departmental
charges on value of stores, amount to about Rs. 11,398.

Order—Mis. No. 690, Public, dated 20th May 1898,

The Government Astronomer, in communication with the Public Works Depart-
ment, will be requested to report, at an early date, what expenditure has been incurred
since the date of G.O., No. 940, I'ublic, dated 21st November 1893, in connection
with the establishment of the Solar Physics Observatory at Kodaikdnal (including
buildings, apparatus, instraments, fittings,
furniture, &e.) and from what sources *
the expenditure has been met. An
estimate also should be submitted of the
probable expenditure during the current year, with particulars as to the budget heads
under which the various items of expenditure are classified.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)

* (a) Tmperial or Provincial.
(b) Budget grants under Provincial.

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secretary.

To the Government Astronomer.

Public Works Department.

”»

*  (.0., Mis. Nos. 610, 611, Financial, dated 15th July 1898.

Read—the following letter from C. MICHIE SMITH, Esq., Government Astronomer,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 15th June 1898,
No. 118 :—

With reference to G.O., Mis. No. 690, Public, dated 20th May 1898, T have the
honour to state that the amount expended on apparatus and instruments up to the
end of last year was Rs. 13,896-13-0 and for instruments, since received but not yet
debited, the cost will be about Rs. 1,180.

9. 8o far as I know the Accountant-General has debited the whole of this to the
observatory (Provincial), though I pointed out to him last year that this ought not to
be done.

3. There has been no budget grant made towards this expenditure.

4. With regard to the present year, the only expenditure on instruments will
probably be the sum of Ks. 1,180 already mentloneg. As regards fittings and furni
ture, a certain small expenditure ought to be provided for which might "
at Rs. 1,000. ght be put down

5. A considerable sum will also have to be expended for the carri
instruments, &c., to Kodaikdnal. 1t is very difficult to estimate the e;;l‘:’?dgiiu(fe boo(lits,
this head, but probably it will not be less than Rs. 1,500. under

6. I enclose a memorandum from the Consulting Architert showin
iture on the building up to 1st May.1898 and an estimate of the probab
during the current year.

7. T would add that these estimates have been drawn u
work will be allowed to go on. If the work is finally stoppe
modified, fresh estimates will be required.

g the expend-
le expenditure

P on the supposition that
d, or the buildings greatly

e

.

* # Observatory ..
~ Astronomer’s rosidence.
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Excrosvr™ 5

Expexpiture on Kodaikénar . = to May 1898,

. > Estimate. Outla Pnijnb‘clﬂ:r:n o’g;‘i::fe ﬁ:&:l’g};a::’:d
year to complete. estimate say
s ol e RE, , RS,
1. Qonstracting an ohservatorylat Kodaikinal. 35,850 8,309 5 3 { 1?:333 ;Z: ::;::.. } \Esd0
B | (Romgnsseions br e SR ipe hybe il s v 1 8,500 pro
I e Wit i E0 0 A 3,000 L

Nori.—(1) The whole of material of ohservat ;
doors and wi(n ows, floorng, &o. ; the building is about 3 feat above plinth, 3 i
. (2) Residence is being finished ap. 1t is roofed in, flooring and interior plastering proceeds.

(3) These are just complete.

ory is ready for insertion into work, such as roof timbers, iron and tiles,

D ——————

Order—Mis. No. 610, Financial, dated 15th July 1898.

The Government of India will be addressed.
9. The Government Astronomer will in future, before indenting for instruments,
ensure that theve is budget provision to meet their cost.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. STOKES,

Chief Secrelary.

To the Accountant-General.
Government Astronomer.
Public Department.

Leller—Mis. No. 611, Financial, dated 15th July 1898, to the Secretary to the
Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department. :

In paragraph 2 of Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department,
Jotter No. 3930-14, dated the 4th November 1893, it was stated that the Government of
India was ready to accept, as an Imperial charge, the additional expenditure involved
in the establishment of a Solar Physics Observatory at Kodaikénal. In paragraph
4 of the same letter the Madras Government was asked whether there was any objec-
tion to the transfer of the control over the Madras Observatory and of the funds
connected with it to the Imperial Government with effect from 1st April 1894 and to
the organization and management of the new Solar Physics Observatory being placed
ander the Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India. In Mr. Price’s reply,
No. 941, Public, dated 21st November 1895, it was intimated that this Government
had no objection to the foregoing proposals.

b 2. The expenditure * on these build-

| otal owlay  ings is debited to Imperial funds, and it

Estimates. inoarrel up * appears to the Governor in Council that

198, it is only fair that the cost of apparatus,

instruments and other fittings connected
therewith should be classified in the
same manner, until the transfer originally
proposed is finally effected. This opinion

RS, nSs.
.o 85850 8309
19,663 10,608
Kstablishment quarters. 11,570 7,226

Fitting and fumltq.rz o diyid} ol ve has aquady been expressed in paragraph
Carriage of books, infru- 5 of this Government’s letter to the Rev-
ments, &, o0 ee oo - enueand Agricultural Department No.213,

Publie, dated 3rd March 1897, and has
not heen traversed in Mr. Sly’s reply,
No. 1223-2-13, dated 12th May 1897.

Total .. 67,083 @ 26,142

e e ——
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3. The Government Astronomer reports that an expenditure of over '13 lakh, *

including English and Indian freight

k.  and departmental charges, has been

*1896-97 ..  +. ++ .. 1,838 debited by the Accountant-General to

V89T<98 alsin il waiiing on .. 12,059 Proyincial funds on account of the cost of

Taae, instruments supplied to the Kodaikdnal

Ll b B Observatory and that a further sum of

Rs. 1,180 has to be met in connection

with instruments received daring the current year. There will probably be further
outlay in this direction before the buildings are completed.

4. As the transactions extend over a series of years and the charges are in no
way connected with the Madras Observatory, which alone is Provincial under the
present contract, I am directed to request that the Accountant-General may be
instructed to reverse the debits against Provincial funds ab initio by transferring them
to the head under which the charges on account of the buildings and its appurtenances
have along been classified.

e i—

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.

G.0., Mis. No. 740, Financial, dated 26th August 1898.

Read—the following letter from C. MICHIE SMITH, Esq., Government Astronomer,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 10th August 1398,
No. 145 :—

With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 610, Financial, dated 15th July 1898, I have the
honour to enquire whether I am to include in my revised estimates for the current
year expenditure which is likely to be incurred in connection with the removal of
instruments, books, &ec., from here to Kodaikdnal.

9. The expenditure under this head, I understand, is to be an Imperial charge,
and my budget is at present a Provincial one, so that T am ina difficulty as to the
proper course to pursue and have the honour to request instructions.

Order—Mis. No. 740, Financial, dated 26th August 1898.

Pending the orders of the Government of India on the correct incidence of the
charges connected with the instruments required at Kodaikdnal, the Government
Astronomer will exhibit the whole of the charges on this aceount separately at the
foot of his estimates in all the four columns of the budget.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Olief Seeretary.

To the Government Astronomer.
Accountant-General.

”»

Reap—also the following paper :—

From J. B. BRUNYATE, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of Indi
Finance and Commerce Department, to the Chief Secretary to the Gove 1a,
ment of Madras, Financial Department, dated Simla, the 23rd Se tex;{m-
1898, No. 4144-A. ptember

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, Mis. No. 611, Financial
dated the 15th July 1898, reporting that certain expenditure, amounting to over R?l“xa }
13,000, on account of apparatus, instruments and fittings connected with the Kodaikgoe;
(Observatory, has been debited to Provincial fundsiby the Accountant-General, Mad na
and requesting that, as the expenditure on these buildings is charged to ,Impe;?;’l

e ————
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funds, the Accountant-General may he instructed to debit to Imperial the charges
already incurred in providing apparatus, &c., and the similar charges which ma gbe
incurred in future before the completion of the observatory buildings. ¥

2. In reply,_I am to say that, so far as relates to charges before 31st March 1898
there is no occasion to make any alteration in the accounts, because such alteratiuxi
will not affect the balance of the Provineial account for that date as settled in the
letter in this department No. 3065-A., dated 12th July 1898. |

3. As regards charges after that date, a separate communication will b
the receipt of a report from the Accountm;t-(ieneml, Madras. s g

Ordered, that copy be forwarded to the Revenue and Agricultural Department.

Ordered also, that copy, with a copy of the letter to which it i
forwarded to the Accountant-General, Mady;‘as, with the request that he 3Vi?l I%E:xprln};’shb:
report as to the nature and amount of the charges incurred after 31st March 1898, on
account of instruments supplied to the Kodaikdinal Observatory and the manner, in
which they have been adjusted in the accounts.

Orper—No. 849, Financial, dated 4th October 1898.

. }i{_ecorded, pending the receipt of a further communication from the Government
of India.

(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
Chigf Secretary.

To the Accountant-General,

., Public Department.

E‘d\ w . lI’MU"-
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