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G.0., &c., Nos. 351, 852, 4th April 1898.

Mr. Sewell's Work on Indian Chronology. -

Informing Mr, Sewell that the Govermnant will lfuﬂa ase 200 copies of the appendix to
4 the “ Indian Oalendu' ? entitled “ Eeli oon from A.D. 300 to 1900”; and
communicating to him G 0., No. 156, uoahonal, with reference to his suggestion that

~ Indian Chronology should be introduced as a subject in the scheme of Government examinations.

Copy to the Government of India.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

) !
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT,

Reap—again the following papers:—
G.0., No. 1047, Financial, dated 21st December 1895.

Apnsrracr.—Congratulating Mr. Sewell on the completion of his work on Indian Chronology,
and intimating that Government will purchase two hundred copies of his work.

G.0., R. Nos. 256, 257, Financial, dated 6th March 1896.

Asstract.—Informing the Government of India, Home Department, that a copy of
Milr. Se\gell’s “Indian Calendar” will be furnished to it on receipt of a supply of the book from
the author.

G.0., R. No. 420, Financial, dated 22nd April 1896.

__ Apsrracr.—Complying with the request of the Director of Public Instruction to be fur-
nished with two copies of Mr. R. Sewell’s “ Indian Chronology * for the use of the Presidency and
Kumbakénam Colleges, and making a certain alteration in the appendix to G.O., No. 1047,
Financial, dated 21st December 1895.

G.0., R. No. 838, Financial, dated 31st July 1896.

G.0., R. No. 217, Tinancial, dated 17th February 1898.
Read—again the following papers :—

G.0., No. 1047, Financial, dated 21st December 1895.
fy RNl A20 1y sy 2¢nd April 1896.
ye 11 iRty “B88ouuy s Slst July 1896.

Read—also the following paper :—

From R. SEWELL, Esq., I.C.8. (Retired), 6, Palace Mansions, Buckingham
Gate, London, S.W., to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras
dated 16th December 1897. ’

I have the honour—in reference to my last letter regarding the wor
out by Mr. 8. B. Dikshit and myself under};he title of « 'lghe In%lian Cafe}l‘dzg-r(’)’ug}:(g
in continuation of Madras Government Proceedings (Financial), No. 345, dated April
27, 1895,—to enclose five copies of a prospectus just issued containing a summary of
criticisms on the book, written by scientific men who are themselves well-acquainted
with the subject. !

2. You will observe that it has met with general approval, and T am glad to he
able to say that.in no quarter has the slightest doubts been expressed as to its
aceuracy. As to its simplicity, 1 beg to specially refer you to the opinion of Professor
F. Kielhorn, perhaps the greatest living authority on the subject, and l’r()fe;ssor
Sylvain Lévi of the Collége de France, Paris, The latter observes—and this e
cisely emphasizes the result T was so anxious to attain-—that the publieation }hﬂg
rendered it for all future time a mere amusement to fix the correspondence of Hindu
Muhammadan and Christian dates, while he attests the precision and accuracy of our
methods. CE

3. May I now refer you to paragraph & of my letter under reference, in which I

gttempt to. shn\y how im[;ortant it is that this work should be generally introduced
into all offices in India ? P )
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4. The volume in giestion contained all that was necessary for chronological
purposes, with the one exception that eclipses of the moon were not touched. These
are just as important, of course, for testing the genuineness or falsity of all old docu-
ments as are the eclipses of the sun, and as soon as the labour of bringing out the
Indian Calendar was at an end I started work on this branch of the subject, and
have now completed all the necessary caleulations. These are based on von Oppolzer’s
Canon der Finsternisse, the standard tables for all astronomical purposes for the
meridian of Greenwich, and I have prepared my list for Indian purposes for the
meridian of Lanka. I have also worked out the days of the week on which the
eclipses occurred, and added a eolumn giving the Saka year and ordinary month for
Hindu calendars. Professor H. H, Turner of the University Observatory, Oxford,
has most kindly furnished me with the necessary correction tables for latitude and
longitude, so that now the exact moments of beginning, greatest phase, and end of
every lunar eclipse from A.D. 300 to 1900 for any place in India can be ascertained
with the greatest ease and with absolute accuracy.

5. I would therefore confidently place this work before your Government with
the request that it will be pleased to permit me to direct my publishers to send you
the same number of copies as were ordered for the Indiun Calendar, viz., 200, with
a view to the distribution of them to those offices which received copies of the larger
work. The lunar eclipses are, of course, as essential for Government purposes as the

solar.

6. This new volume completes the entire work ; and everything necessary for the
correct elucidation of dates in old documents is now presented in the simplest possible
form. I should like to add that T have had the highest opinion expressed as to the
value of the book by such scholars as M. Senart, Professors Biihler, Kern, Jacobi,
Serge d’0ldenburg, Cordier, Sayce, de Gubernatis, Baron Textor de Ravisi, M. Barth,
and many others, representing the highest Oriental scholarship at Paris, Vienna,
Leyden, Bonn, St. Petersburg, &e. I do not mention this from any spirit of self-
laudation, but in order that the Government may thoroughly understand the scientific
value of the work I have now carried through to completion.

7. If T might venture on a suggestion for extending the usefulness of the books,
1 would note that it is possible that elerks in courts and offices may at present, from
ignorance of the subject, be somewhat frightened at its apparent difficulty. If the
study of Indian Chronology, and especially South-Indian Chronology were introduced
(optionally) into the examinations for Government appointments, there would soon be
at least one clerk in every office well-grounded in the subject, and able to use the tables
with facility, so that the genuineness of a document presented as evidence could be
at once tested. The matter is not nearly so intricate as it looks. It is grievous to
think how many forgeries may have passed muster in important cases, merely because
there was no one at hand competent to test the date.

Order—R. No. 217, Financial, dated 17th February 1898.

Mr. Sewell’s letter and its enclosure will be referred to the Honourable the
Judges of the High Court with the request that they will be so good as to favour
Government with their opinion us to whether it would be advisable to procure and
distribute copies of the supplementary volume to the Indian Calendar entitled
« Eelipses of the Moon from A.D, 300 to 1900 ” in the same manner as the original
publication.

2. The request in the concluding paragraph of Mr. Sewell’s letter will be
transferred to the Educational Department.

(True Extract.)

A. T. ARUNDEL,

(Signed)
Chief Sceretury.

To the Honourable the Chief Justice (with C.L.).
Educational Department.

»
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& 1 Reap—also the following papers :— D

From the Registrar of the High Court of Judi '
1898, Dis. No. 533. 3 udicature, Madras, dated 9th March

G.0., No. 156, Educational, dated 10th March 1898,
Read—G.0., R. No. 217, Financial, dated 17th February 1898,

0rder—No. 156, Educational, dated 10th March 1898.

His Excellency the Governor in Council regrets his inability to accept Mr.
Sewell’s suggestion, that the study of Indian Chronology should be introduced into
the examinations qualifying for Government appointments.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  H. TREMENHEERE,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Financial Department.

Orper—No, 351, Financial, dated 4th April 1898.

Mr. Sewell will be informed that the Government will purchase 200 copies of
the appendix to the ¢ Indian Calendar ” entitled « Kclipses of the Moon from A.D.
300 to 1900.”

2. The copies of the work will, on receipt, be distributed as shown in the
annexure to these proceedings.

3. G.0., No. 1566, Educational, dated 10th March 1898, will be communicated

to Mr. Sewell with reference to his suggestion that Indian Ch
introduced as a subject in the scheme of Government emmina‘ciom:.o oo i i

(True Extract.)

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secretary.

To R. Bewell, Esq., 6, Palace Mansions, Buckingham

Gats, 1.
.. the Henourablo the Chiet Fustios (with 0. s B-W:

» the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.)
»» the Government Epigraphist.

,, the Director of Public Instruction.

. the Accountant-General.

,» all District Magistrates.

s the Librarian,

S ——

Exponsexext—No. 352, Financial, dated 4th Aprilii9s.
Copy to the Government of India, Home Department.

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secretary.

[Annexure.
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Axxexvgre To G.O., Nos. 351, 852, FINANCIAL, 4TH ArriL 1898. 5
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e T e T 5B
Qopies.
The Government of India, Home Department .. K e " l2 \
,, High Court .. s R i e e e - :
,, Small Cause Court, Madras .. e o o e A

-
.
—

,, Uity Civil Court s i ‘o b e o M
D'istrict Courts Y it od R s A o & 3(;

,  Magistrates o Lo I} A" ! Al k:
Sub-Judges .. ; A 32 pes are i 5P SR
District Munsifs .. o o . o oy o oo -
Board of Revenue (Land Revenue) o es v S i 2

Director of Public Instruction .. Ve ve e Ja Wl . 5
Government Epigraphist .. .o ,a .o e oo o 2att 5
Secretariat Library ¥ 5 .o ae .t " Sy | '
Stook .. .. .. .. L .. - . L

Total .. 200
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1900" by Mr. Robert Sewell is @ supplement to "The Indian
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