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G.0., No. 88, 15th February 1898,

Forest Settlement-officers.

Ordeﬁng that the Government of India be moved to obtain the sanction of the Right

Honourable the Secretary of State for India for the retention, for a further period of two ?&,
of the five — at present employed in this Presidency. ;
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2 No. 88, Revenue, 15tH FeBruary 1898,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.,

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Forest
; No. 44, dated 31st January 1898 :—

Resolution—Forest No. 44, dated 31st January 1898.

The Board resolves to request Government that the sanction of Her Majesty’s
Seeretary of State for India may be obtained at an early date for the retention for a

further period of two years of the services of the five Special Forest Settlement officers
employed on forest settlement work in this Presideney.

2. The sanction accorded in despatch No, 46, dated 30th April 1896, expires on
the 31st March next. The Secretary of State expressed a hope that the work would
be completed by that time, but this calculation was presumably based on paragraph 3
of the Government of India despatch No. 75, dated 25th March 1896, which dealt
with the employment of a fifth officer for the special purpose of disposing of the forest
settlement work formerly entrusted to Revenue Divisional officers, From paragraph
4 of this despatch it will be seen that neither the Madras Government nor the Goy-
ernment of India anticipated that the work for the whole Presidency would be
completed within the period of sanction which is about to expire. In paragraph 6 of
its review on the Forest Administration Report for 1894-95, the Madras Government
estimated that the forest settlement work would be brought to a close by the end of
1900, but in its review of the report for 1895-96 (vide paragraph 6 of Government
Order, No. 370, dated 21st May 18Y7,) it stated that even this estimate was unduly
sanguine, and from the figures now furnished it is clear that there is ample work for
all five officers for at least two years more,

3. A statement showing the rate of progress made by the Forest Settlement
officers since the last report is enclosed, It will be observed that during the 26
months ranging from 1st November 1895 (the date up to which the last report was
reckoned) to 1st January 1898, 291 blocks with an aggregate area of 1,570 square miles
were actually notified under section 16 and the settlement of 135 blocks comprising
an area of 1,033 square miles was practically completed (2¢de columns 20 and 21) though
the final notification has not yet been issued.

4. The annual outturn calculated from the above figures is compared below with
the outturn according to previous reports :—

i Annnal

Number of Average Annual
PRI blocks Area, aiz:}z?rl?l%zk number of | average area
gazetted. s blocks gazetted,
gazetted.
8Q. MLs, 8Q. MLS, SQ. MLS,
o R A e O 238 830 84 1
ggg ig:r ard nine months from April 1891 to De- o 4 o
" b 1892 & .o .- .e 54 329 3288
T‘::my:;m and eleven months from 1st January G e 9 i
93 to 1st November 1895 o ¥ W 414 3,279 ¥
Tv:'g years and two months from 1st November : i e e
1895 to 1st January 1898 .. e s . 291 1,570 539 134 726
—————— — -~~-—‘—‘\\‘ B —————

This result is disappointing and shows that while
settled was smaller than in the period immediately P
number of blocks gazetted was less, and thig in
a fifth officer on special duty. It must, howeve

the average size of the blocks
ly preceding, the annual average
spite of the appointment in 1896 of
r, be remembered that the fifth officer
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No. 88, Revexue, 16ra Fesruary 1898. 3

i 1896, the necessary sanction having been received in
mﬂ n01t8%eé?0te%1‘1? tialpg(;lizment ,of Survey officers in the place of sorr]m &)f the
De yuty Collectors who had formerly held charge of this special Wolrlk d1nvo veii som:
tenll)pomry delay in the progress of the settlement, for these ofﬁcexs a t:;) (;mtﬁrgé) :
short course of training in their new duties. The illness and su sequean ea:i b
Deputy Collector (M.R.Ry. Raju Sastri), who had for some y?ars onfethu {hg
this epecial line, also tended to retard progress, and the absence o som_et 1(1) e;i sence
officers on leave had a similar effectfoxtl the gelalnezzl g:t:grﬁéw I:sn;iyt}zal perCi(::i o

ici 3 in future will n ]
s an:qut;egl:;? tgﬁigﬁgrgii,lzhe settlement of 135 blocks covering 1n all 1,633
S iles had z'ractically been completed on Ist January 1898, and if the final
Squflée ’Icn ns re afding these blocks can be issued within the coming year, the ratli
n;) N loss Willgbe more than doubled without taking into account the new wor
: progI}'le_ h the Forest Settlement officers are now engaged. It may be added that
i vﬁ . ning of the current year 15 blocks of a total area of nearly 106 square
ﬂl{llce ﬁnle opbeeen%inally gazetted as reserved forests. The final issue of the notification
% (i? aJv'eer fre uently delayed from a variety of causes over which the officers
::?nce(i-zgt‘i h;we b?lt little control, and it would be unwise to estimate the future outturn
han 1,100 square miles per annum. .

3 "“;re ':‘he staftemen% appended to these Proceedings shows that, e_xclul(zmg tb: .blocl((ls
ori which reports have been submitted though the final notlﬁcatlonsggd ;)123 1ls)i1uek )
there remained with the Forest Settlement officers on 1st J anuaryol A opl ;
covering an area of 2,329 square miles, while an additional area of 2,4 squaretpnlaetae

ill be proposed for reservation hereafter. The last quoted figure is a mere es dl,nt]h {
::d i8 lli)able to be changed by subseq(lilent mgas%remeilgf, lz;ltf it 1{\1;{; I])3eo :rssuég;ideis

iles of forest land remain for settlement. ! ]
:ﬁﬁeefgiogoagu;ESr?iiZId be a somewhat sanguine estimate for the period ri'qun%ed
to complete the settlement of so extensive an area, but resolves to reguqi‘t; i;mc ion for
two years only, at the end of which time a further report will be submitted.
6. Provision has been made in tgf ‘Zudget estimates for 1898-99 for the cost of
ve special officers and their establishments, :

e ﬁ7. Tll)le Board ventures to request that the Government of | India zla,lnd th{:
Secretary of State may be assured that no effort will be spared to pfus]; oré ttt?ewgz :
as /expeditiously as possible. The Board watches the progress of t. s e ;x;ﬂ
officers’ work by means of weekly, monthly and quarterly returns, and a quarterly
review of progress is regularly submitted to Government.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) R. C. C. CARR,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department- .
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6 No. 88, Revenur, 1511 FrsrUARy 1898.

A

%

Orper—No. 88, Revenue, dated 15th February 1898. '

I\ The Government of India will be
Forest No. 20. , moved to obtain the sanetion of the Right

: : Honourable the Secretetlg of State for the
retention for a further period of two years of the five Forest Settlement-officers at

present employed in this Presidency. .

(True Extract,

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),
5» the Financial Department '
» the Accountant-General.

Exd, Shaik Karim.
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