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2 No. 122, Financiar, 10t Fesrusry 1898,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper :—
G.0., No. 970, Financial, dated 22nd November 1897,
Asstracr.—Communicating to the Hon’ble the Judges of the High Court and the Advo-

cate-General, for favour of opinion, copy of the Indian Post Offico Bill, together with a copy of
the Statement of Objects and Reasons; and directing the publication in the Mt 8¢ Grorge

Gazette of the Bill and the Statement.

Reap—also the following papers: —
From the Superintendent, Government Press, Madras, dated 30th November
1897, No. 5266.

AssTRacr.—Reporting that the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the Pogt
Office in India, with Statement of Objects and Leasons, was published in bnglish in the #,¢
§t. George Guzette on the 28rd November 1897,

From the Acting Government Solicitor, Madras, dated 4th January 1898,
No. 4.

Aspstract,—Forwarding the following remarks of the Officiating AdVOcate-General, dated
23rd December 1897 :—

[Re Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the Post Office in India
(vide G.0., No, 970, Financial, dated 22nd November 1897)]

Remarks,

L. Section 1.—As regards clauses (6) and () of sub-section
refer to my remarks on the wording of the corresponding clauses
Code Amendment Bill.

2. Section 2.—Clauses (%) and (%) seem to refer to the same expression ¢ Pogt
Office ” used in two difterent senses, Whether the expression when 1t oceurs in any
section of the Bill is to be understood in the one sense or the other seems to depend
upon whether the two words “Post” and « Office ” have their Initial letters in
capital or small letters, If s0, this should be brought out in the definitions them-
selves and the two clauses combined I one. I presume that the use of the definite
article before “ Post Office ” in clause (k) is not intended as distinguishing it from
clause (%), for in several places the expression ¢ Post Office” as defined iy clause (%)

is preceded, and necessarily preceded, by the definite article [vide sections 24, 27
and 37 (3/» (a;].

(2), section 1, please
1 the [udian Peng]

3. Under section 20 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, the two expressions in
clauses (/) and (%) will have to be construed in the same sense when they oceur in
the rules framed under the Post Office Act. And certainly there isa risk of the
initial letters of the two words not being written or printed in capital letters or small
letters as the case may be, according as the expression is intended to be used in the
oue sense or the other. For instance, in this very Bill, in section 23, the initjal
letters of the expression % Post Office ”” are printed in capital instead of small letters,

4. In clause (4), the last four words, namely, “of the Post Office ” are unneces-
sary, having regard to the definition of the term « Director-General.”
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property. The person who carries such goods or other- property Wil_l, as a general
rule, do so for a remuneration, and no separate remuneration w_111 be stipulated for or
paid for conveying letters which concern them. But even if such should be the
case, the letter should be dealt with as part of the goods or other property carried.

13. The concluding portion of the proviso may be amended so as to make it
correspond precicely with the penal clause (d) in section 58 by substituting the
words ¢ otherwise than by post ”” for the words “ in the manner hereby authorized.”

14. Under section 5 of Statute 54 and 55 Viet., C. 46, the Postmaster-General
is empowered, with the consent of the treasury, to authorize, either generally or in
the case of any particular person, letters to be sent, conveyed and delivered otherwise
than by post. 1t will be very desirable to insert a similar provision between sections
4 and 5 of the Bill authorizing the Governor-General in Council to exercise such
power. If such a section were introduced in the Bill, scetion 4 may be left to stand
as it is with the amendments suggested in clauses (b) and (¢), the matters in the
other amendments to section 4 above suggested being left to be dealt with by the

(+overnor-General in Council under the power to be conferred on him by the proposed
new section.

MapRras, (Signed) V. BHASHYAM IYENGAR,
23rd December 1897. Officiuting Advocate-General.

G.0., Mis. Nos. 4, 5, Financial, dated 5th January 1898.

A ssTracT.—Communicating to the Chamber of Commerce and the Trades Association,

Madras, for favour of an expression of opinion, copy of the Bill to consolidute and amend the law
relating to the Post Office in India.

From the Registrar of the High Court of Judicature at Madras, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated 6th January 1898, Dis. No. 12.

With reference to G.0., No. 970, Financial, dated 22nd November 1897, com-
municating, for favour of opinion, a Bill to econsolidate and amend the law relating to
the Post Office in India, I am directed to state that the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Boddam

sees no objection to the Bill, while the Hon'ble the Chief Justice and Justices
Shephard, Subramania Aiyar and Benson have no remarks to make.

(Signed) D. W. G. COWIE,
Registrar.

From the Hon'ble Mr. G. G. ARBUTHNOT, Chairman, Chamber of Commerce,
Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 18th January 1598,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of the Madras Govern-
ment, No. 4, dated the 5th instant, forwarding, for an expression of the Chamber's
opinion, a copy of the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the Post Office
in India, together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons.

In reply, I beg to inform you that the Chamber approves of the Bill.
OrpEr—No. 122, Financial, dated 10th February 1898.
The Government of India will be addressed.
[ Here enter letter, No. 123, Financial, dated 10th February 1898.]
(True Extract.)

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. A, F. Eccleston.
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

LerrerR—from

Tue CHTEF SECRETARY 10 111 GOVERNMENT op
FORT ST. GEORGH,

To
Tur SECRETARY 7o tug GOVERNMENT op INDIA,
LrcrsLarivg DEPARTMENT.

SIr,

Lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1853, daterl. 6th
November ISY7, inviting an expression of opinion on the provisions of the Bi]] to
consolidate and amend the Jaw relating to the Post Office in India,

2. T am to forward the opinion of the officers and pubh’p bodies consulted on the
subject, and to stute that the Madras Trades Associatlm.l, which has ]Jeen requested to
favour the Government with its views, has not yet replied to the reference,

3. His Excellency the Governop in Council concurs iy the suggestions of the
Aecting Advocate-General in regard to thg substitution of the words ““the ’.o.\.'tal
Department ” for « the Post Office ” iy section 2. (k) and the msertion of g provision
similar to that in section 5 of Statute 54 & 55 Vie., Cap. 46, cmpowering the (oyv.
ernor-General in Couneil to authorize either gencrally, or in the case of any particular
person, letters to be sent, conveyed and delivered otherwise than by post.

4. The Advocate-General’s objection to clauses (b) and (¢) of scetion 4 would, 1
the opinion of the Government, be met by the omission of the word < private iy the
first clause and the ingertiop of the words « separate or additional » hefope the word
“hire” in the second.

9. The Bill was published in English iu the Fors s George Gazette on the 23rd
November 1897, -

I'have the honour t be,
Sir,
Your most obedjent servant,

Forr Sr. GErorae, 4. T, ARUNDEL,
10¢4 I’ebruary 1898, Chief Secretar_z/.

Exi A P Eceleston,
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