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2
arefully examined to ascertain whether all possible reductions were made in
C

1896-97 an

d what reductions can still be made in, 1897-98 with the object of
making funds available to meet famine expenditure.
o

6. 1f the Boards have contributed in a reasonable measure towards the
s of famine, then the Government of India will willingly bear their share out

f Imperial Funds, so far as Provincial cannot meet the burden. Bqt_xf they
(l)\ave not, the question will arise to what extent Imperial Funds may legitimately
be requir,ed to make up for any shortcomings on the part of the local authorities,

who having the legal power to direct towards famine relief the funds under their
control have not sufficiently done so.

. 1 am to add that, so far as the balances of District Funds are concerned,
the Government of India would be prepared (where such a step is necessary to
enable Local Funds to meet the famine obligations imposed upon them) to

advance to the Board concerned such amounts as may be required for working

balances, recovering them by instalments spread over the next three or four
years,

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,
J. F. FINLAY,

Secretary to the Government of India.
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