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generally good in Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Burma, and fair in the Punjab and
Berar, while in all these six provinees the death-rate continued to be normal, In the
North-West Provinces and Oudh the condition of the people is reported to be fair to
good, though the death-rate is considerably above normal in the distriets of Bundel.
kund and in some of the Oudh districts. Regarding the Central Provi
that in the wilder parts the poorer classes show signs of privation,
emaciation still occur, and the mortality exceeds the normal rate. The latest complete
statistics that have reached me are for the month of February, and in the undermen-
tioned districts, the death-rate of 1897 is 50 per cent. or more above the normal rate
for the month, thus—

Dsrricrs in which the death-rate of 1897 exceeds the normal death

nees you report
some cases of

-rate by 50 per cent. or

upwards.
EATs
N { BY North- West Provinces and Qudh
Central Provinces (10 out of a total of 20 districts). distroased s afimgted diutr(i(I:Zs;ut of 37
Februar Average, ¥
S 1897.y ten years. K F‘;‘Bg‘;t"y ;le;();ﬁ:,g
Murwara Sub-division .. " 165 25 Lalitpur .. 484 .
Balaghat 4-8 177 | Banda 481 g;g
Baugor 49 27 Hamirpur 364 2:39
flamch 4-3 25 Alluhu:bud 848 1°93
Jubbulpore 69 21 Jhansi . 416 2:4%
Narsinghpur 40 2-3 Rae Bareilly 448 2:0
Mandla .. 71 20 Hardoi 400 1-66
Buont 44 1'9 Gonda . . o 3:20 190
Hhhrddra 26 1:7 Mirzapur . . ok 3-80 1:81
Bilaspur ,. 39 1-7 Azimghar Vs s ., 2:76 1:48
Lucknow X o A 333 2:12
Unuo b b ik e " 381 1:81
Budaon .. s . A 3-19 1:86
Shahjahanpur ., Ve = 300 1:90
Rasti 5 . . . 2:65 178
Partabgarh v ve v 3'84 1:00
Sultunpuar i s . 827 1-84

The death-rate in some parts of the Central Provinces was very high; T observe
the monthly famine statement gives the “deaths due directly or indirectly to the
effects of privation’ in the whole of the Central Provinces as 4,885 during the month
of January, while your telegram of the 16th April reports the J anuary death-rate in
six of the districts of those Provinces to have ranged between 58 and 6-9 per thousand
and in one sub-division, whither immigrants flock from Native States, to have reached
10-6 per thousand ; but even here, in spite of exceptional difficulties, I trust that
relief operations are now, and have for some time heen, adequate and effective,

7. It is satisfactory to find that food supplies are ne
local deficiencies being met by private imports. During.the three months January
to the middle of April, nearly 268,000 tons of Burma rice were imported and a large
further surplus of rice (estimated at one million tons) is still available t"hcre. Your
decision to trust to private trade for supplying food to the country has so far been
amply justified. I approve your decision to take steps to secure supplies of food for

certain parts of the Central Provinees, where transport is difficult during the rainy
8easolL.

8. The contributions to the Mansion House Fund and other public funds raised
for the succour of sufferers from the present famine in India exclusive of gifts in
kind, appear to have reached a total about 142 lakhs of rup(",(:s (887,0002.) by the
middle of May ; and the Central Relief Committee report that the local committees in
the several provinces ask for grants aggregating 166 lakhs, Alreudy 50 lakhs have
been distributed to the provincial committees in British India and in Native States,
who are devoting the money to supplying clothing and small comforts to sufferers and
to giving doles to the respectable poor. Voluntary associations and workers are
helping to husband these resources, to prevent abuses, and to make the money do as
much good as possible. Arrangements are being made to distribute the remaining
funds at the proper season so as to enable the poorer cultivators to buy seed-corn and
cattle, and thus to recover their position. The splendid liberality, shown by the

arly everywhere sufficient,
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charitable
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i‘e‘:; e e (True Extract.)
Signed) 7. HOLDERNESS,India.
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