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Recording with remarks, the joint report of the Chief Engineer and Secretary to
ublic Works Department, and the Third Member o the Board of Revenus

Government, ; i
on Famine Relief Estimates, Famine Tools, &c., in the Coimbatore District,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following letter from the Hon’ble Colonel D. M. CAMPBELL, R.E.,
Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, and H, M, VVINTERBOTHAM, Esq., Third Member, Board of
Revenue, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Madras,
dated Camp Salem, 5th }une 1897, No. B.

With reference to . 0. Revenue, No, 382
continuation of our letter A, dated June 4th,

the following report regarding the Coiml

1. General condition of the Disty
our information has, of necessity,

three years, and has the advantage of knowing it well.
signs of distress anywhere. On the contr
Last year’s harvests wero good. Early s}
average almost everywhere,

Rainfall—The followin
May 31st, as compared with

, dated May 25th, 1897, and i.n
1897, we have the honor to submit
atore Distriet :—

iet.—The Collector,

Mr. Bradley, from whom
been chiefly derived,

has been in the District
At present there are no
ary prospects are decidedly encouraging.
owers have been general “and above the

g statement shows the

ainfall from April 1st up to
the average :—

== T ———————
Rainfall from
Stations, April 1st to Average. REMARKS.
May 31st.
b 1 SETE
‘hes. nches, Inches.
Kollegal .., Ix}f?gs 13-92 = 013
Gopic wettipalayam ., e boa 830 —_ Not available.
Sntya.m?.ngalam i - 649 353 + 296
havani ., 800 356 + 444
Erode o 783 384 4+ 399
Perundurai 595 383 + 212
Karur . 484 370 + 114
Aravakurichi h39 358 + 18l
arapuram 506 2:76 + 320
angaya.m e s "y SEN 433 457 - 024
Palladaxq... iy vou 477 206 4+ 18l
%v'mmshl... ) 610 446 4+ 164
Coimbatore Sy 307 2:60 + 047
Mettupalayam 404 381 4+ 118
Pollachi .., o 429 350 + 070
Udamalpet 659 2:70 + 389
m-‘
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ere, and there apre unusually large and good
d throughout t}e district, owid :

though scanty, is above the
' ton will be picked in almost
f recent favorable sl Ohote ® picked in
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Pri Prices for the week ending May 29th were as follows :—
o rices.—

Prices in seers of 80 tolas per rupee.

- al f Seareity | Warning
SR | AR This week. | Last week. ﬁoc"}:ﬁ}mﬁ.r o mt.es:. S
i 3 : 10:49
43 10:66 1310 7:80
i }8-37 1987 2780 1410 ?é'gg
Rice ... | 18w 1067 i i i
gﬁﬁa“‘w 1861 1861 2530 13:00
Cumbu

i ' ins is well below scarcity rates. Rice
i t the price of all grains is w .
e wnl% > sexi:lin?:ate I:t:wi and Cumbu exceed the warning rate by only one
i . b t le b 3 3 - \:‘-‘ 3 s »
: ]u?e? rupee, and cholam by less than two seers,
seer pe

1 1-\ r 0 ‘; .n
N rain.—There is, as might be expected, a brisk export Of.tblllll
¢ szortil(yrgliame of February, 522 lakhs of maunds have been exported as
. = ce lb 3
by rail. Smn . od
2 L; orted.
inst 1:62 lakhs 1mp
agalnst

p pprehend that famine else-
no present reason to app ) e
m seems, however, n by -ratas,” - Ioven o Vo S Anine
4. .“l?r?re up },)rices i Coimbatore to scarcity rates. lfneu I[Eiou 2
where will driv hould entirely fail, we believe, on the bes‘n informa i :
West Monsoon Sl({uf;thare is no probability of any famine-relief wm,sl being
‘ i vl i 1 ¢ ikewise
pagn ablle 2 guii’mbatore unless, and until, the North-East Monsoon lik
ired 1m e . - A Ckg
Begi;res itself unpropitious, say in November next
e

g mme of Famine-Relief Worlks.—Turning now to the Progrnnm;ei_;;)f
.5' l'r(f)g’z?)’rks we find that it includes works l'oughl:y esr.vnnzmte.()l to C(‘)s.t,‘-t O.JE
famine relie ]‘:i to furnish employment for three months for nearly 27 pt.ll (J((,.li el
lakhs, mtle?'( ?1 of the distriet (2,000,000 in round numbers according to the Cens
the popll at1o
of 1591).

oned [Dstimates.—The Collector has placed l‘)efo.:'e us estunute.?
R ke fF nd Engineer and sanctioned by the District Board, to tha
prepared by 24 [51(1'02 ‘%8; for the repair of roads. These estimates are :m-e:‘ld,y:
amount of 'R& % \:; to famine, on a more liberal scale than the cu-cuz.nstanceafgx
prepafed’ thh; Vlei)u]d warrant, but, should famine supervene, there is 1‘<Loru ;{r
e ‘E' metal and gravel in much larger quantities than the es 1-l
collecting a_nd Stéc u}]f}g:tinmtes to the amoéunt of Rs. 74,204 prepared by the [{OC“E
g prmrlde i d . roved by the Collector, are also ready for the repair o
Rhynd Engl.nefel' o gfpwhich are not maintained by the Local Boards, and on
cel:'t ali]nn:: f:xslt)z;ﬁlizzie ~\:r0uld be incurred in ordinary years.
whic

i but the Collector
ly estimates produced before us, :
7. The abo;’e e tli]: (t),]:eyhands of thg Tahsildars, estiinates to the uggle;
4 there are : 7 i ) s
informs us tha; about ei«rLt, lakhs, prepared in previous years fo;. the plﬁ.{, no:im
gate amount 0 ramme, but which have not received formal Auiiotion, ", i
Bie e P{)O%ector o,f our visit was too short to enable ]x.lq to 0) .luu '”:z:;
iven to the Othe Tahsildars, and we could not wait for Lhe:rl .an ;lngm(é\ = ﬂam
estimates from I, or nearly all, of the class referred to in pdlalbll:lp' o
estimateéage :iz' for simple works usually cm'r'l;ed out biyj t}ml 1(fe\e[::llll?eﬂvplthe
1 e At g rough estimates. l'hey would include, Vs
] i % i 11 the banks of tanks and
ment, and ©0 ickly pear from village sites, and from : R
e Oi]: J);::[])‘rzvgmenb of village sites and village W:lter-lsisppl?’d; the improve-
Channe}sv;il;alae roads, not ordinarily maintainel by the Local Boards.
ment 0 4
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No. 486, 24t Juxe 1897,
We are not clear,
to what is the proper
indi\'idually petty,

A~

and have not, the means at hand of satisfying ourselves as
authority for g

anctioning estimates of this elass, which are
but Ay aggregate in the total a vast sum.

In ordinary years, the Taluk
with estimates relating to the im
estlinates are prepared for the
and the cost is to he debited ¢
Uollector shonld he suflicient,

Boards would be the proper authority for dealing
provement of village sites. Where, however, the
purpose of aﬁ”ording employment to relief workers,
0 Famine, we apprehend that the sanction of the

It is obvious that the Boar
estimates in detail, a
works, it will saffice if the Collector subumits a list of the works thy
to Government with hLig application for ap allotment of funds,

8. It must be a
available for immediate use is very inadequate

o Supposing . a8 of
relief to be called for, The clearance of prickly Pelu}r frlélrtﬁ avr;ﬂa];égsitg;eazlrlnldeqtl?s
baul.{s O.f chn..nne!s a_nd tanks, offers a wide field for the emplo ment ’of famine
coolies in this District, and as the form of estimate for gyeh W(})rky & -of it

extremely simple, a large imates oan 2 i tiod
The number of minor irrigati rapidity,

be prepared witl,
ation works, ang th ami
labour upon them, is remarkably g i P o

and amount of sanctioned estimates

In case of necessity probably the hest for
relief operations, will be the preparation of mo
as a supply for future years. This alse ig g
be quickly prepared, from the ing i
Fund Eingineer as to the situati
of the general condition of each line of e know]edge

€ : ) communieation,
Fund Engineer is well qualified by a long and intimate fco r\?al,innat‘zl]y’ the. }Loca.l
Distriet for the preparation of estimates of this nature, 3 it the

m of relief v
e road metal o
c]as's of work f

ork, at the opening of
n the sides of the roads,
or which estimateg can
Possession of the [,ocal

We do not, therefore,
estimates is imminent,

Y. In the Famine Programme a sum of Rs. 2,78,030 is entered for Tppigas:
Works under the D, P. W.; none of the estimates for thege works ll‘rlgatlo&]
sanctioned and few of them ave even been Prepared. MThe uperinte dl'avo ,bee}]
neer has given satisfactory reasong why none of these saing Engi.
restoration of the Sanjee

viroyen tank) are guit
need not be considered g

8a means of affordin loym v
tihe Superintending Engineer explained that 115, < -P107™ent for the g

the works were considered unsuitahle for famire-reljof . and

section 5 of the Famine Code only such works ag would be ,e eause undey
times should be estimated for; and as the works entereq in
included in the sum of Rs. 2,78,080 are not such gag woul

the Programme and
ordinary years, it is evident that they should not have f,

d be undertaken iy

Programme, und g place in the

The Sanjeeviroyen Project,

will take three months to investi
able work to undertake.

the approximate

estimate fopr whiah
gate, and may th which i R

en be found to pg ans. 40,000,

undegip.,
10. We have kept in view the a
large works as proposed in G, O, R
with this object, the Programme
works which would be suitable for

dvisabilit f mags;
evenue, No:y; ;

a8 carefully eyqm: m ay 1897, and
f-amine-relie%’are tﬁ]emed' 1}19 only two largg
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st

. . (‘alingaroyen
xtension of the !
00, and the e i not yet been
840404680’0'1‘1’,8 innier il theas wglrh]sd }(J:z?ﬂd be)decided
J ‘ gy \ing examined ¢ : 3
nmatle R'St' ?;r ’the dam 1S-"°v{')tb{ 112gti‘f‘2 this Project will be'lsiul]c
; ), but the site v httle dou 'y b al & £ ds are available;
sanctioned, ks. There 18 ears before fun }
san( Pow  weeks. : av be some ¥y f the dam, and the
on in a few , though 1t oAy d be broken up for ive
1 rentually, tone coul o orks would giv
tioped even approve, S in hand. These W 5 :
: rernment app nel put 1m rds the Calinga
but if Goverr Jeading chan f persons. As rega s
. £ the le number of persc ) rs ago, but was
oxcavation ¢ for a large : sanctioned five years ago, b
s mployment ¥0% & - e . this was & red sanction had to be
guitable employTs tension Project, " he rules, renewed s : til it
Jhannel Exten 1, under the 2 the sanction unti
roven (//ll(l!ll ; . Of funds, and, 3 fllsed to renew Lt ate
¢ for want t of India re : roposed to irrigate .
not begun e Governmen : ual to that it was p d Bhavani
ied for: but the hether an area equal from the propose ¢
applied finally decided whe! srricated direct fro S d to the
e ally ally irriga : » with due regar
had been HD economically viz., whether, w : ilable for
be more ion oceurs to us, viz., WHUEE ater is available
could not arther question occul ly and Tanjore, water 1 herwise
oir: A furth in Trichinopoly a 4 irrication. Otherwis
Reservolts = .  ted area in be brought under irrg that-tha
he irrigate Lich would be recommend that t
wants of t 15,000 acres Wi elief work, and we desirability
- itional 19,0LY st excellent re : '« opinion as to the des :
the aqd‘}_ would make a mos be requested to give his (')plthe event of its becoming
Ly P‘ (1)‘] : ineer for Irrigation gervoir Project, m t
Chief Engim d
3 : o it an
of starting 1t

® T ] Rt‘ o b ‘S_
he Bhavani & o large number il
als? ment for relief workers in .‘g ecessity will only arise in

essary to find empioy stated our belief that ‘hls non . but to avoid all risk

s L” " We have ah'e?dt}{,e ensuing North-East Monsoon :
: failure 0 ion

thed'ef;ie?t]'tifs E::nving to want of sancti
of difficu

oD 1=
W oest that the Supe
i e suggest
d estimates,
once orderc
intending Engineer be at d
inte [ :

d to take steps to prepare eitirr{{a{)e:niosr
isi nethening tan 3.
- channels, and for raising andQ ;t:s (g“.S andafli el
clearing prickly piear "i}fat,a if an estab]ishmeat- o{fl 08“311 : heyable o Era s s
informed us -jod of two months, ) i st
He has iniorn sal for a perio is establishment is necessary, Owl e
of astmales e i 1 -awn for famine wo
Dlac(ﬁ:fof estimates 10 tl_\atthe S o Tl ik \'v;t%).{lel ihat o famin o
num} e subordglatfs o We therefore think it advisa
T d 3rd Circles.
in the Ist an
at once lLe given

X imate R
; ate estuna
‘rrpplox"n‘.l

channel, es

ent of .
for the emé)]gzl‘ieyors at Rs. 70 = 560

= 144
24 Lascars at 6 = 14

—_—

Total 704

—

' iy e it contemplates the
for a period of two mon doubt open to the objection that it ¢ P
: 1 18 no dov
This proposa

ich will involve an
: wo]'ks W]J]Ch .
,ur on a large number of scatteree ?)f large,works (unless Bhavam
employment v lab}u;l“] ervision ; but in the a?segcs(‘ems to be no-alternative.
mmense amount 0]’rojicts are put in hand) ther
‘alingaroyen
and Ca

, ilway projects
. it is laid down that ral K
1 Qection 10(a) it 18 e of reliet works,
12. In the Famme‘c ?diei;:gm be included in a prci)tgrfvivrg“ﬁ d not be well to
1d .not, except for gtizz efor consideration whether

think 1t a ma

ibili ing the preparation
i bility of starting _
oy g 3 totttll)elx))io:sligul,ihe survey of which has been

shou

v we T
1c)(l)lnsul’(, the railway

| ' ; ] kers in great
¢ ballast for the ralh\’f{ty.fl o;];sgal% reed, ~ould employ relief wor
e is work, 1n - o
. By nt of the famine tools in stock :
numbers. teme : ;

13. Tools.—The follo-w_iEg is a sta

—= | Hammers.| nom60- Pick 752;‘;' REMARKS.
Axes, | Bill Crow sione ] axes.
Divisions f;:llinf; hooks. | bars. | yeqking.
VIS v | o
' 1 859
| ’ 695 4,085
”"/'T | 852 6,835 o
Jdu s
Coimbatore f| 11 = ’
g (IR S Wt T
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6 No. 486, 24ru Juxe 1897,

The tools in the Coimbatop
Engineer on the 3rd instant, and examined |

of each description is slightly in 6xcess of .Ythilst ()l.l the samne day. The number
Government Order No. 3116-W imb

e ; 3 S . :
o bR whi,ch gl?g-:?g)m"llb(;”'-)"d’ 1893, with the exception of
: : 3 4 deficienc i . d
lately transferred i e 3 a 1CY owing to some having been
ately ed to famine works m other circleg All tl : o l
but we would point out that tle number of each desepint; 8 56 A Jows 30 8
Government Order referred t . ach description as laid down in the
. ‘ . 0 above ig a] b ing |
e o e togethe inadequate to mieet the demand

1 & . i ' .
¢ stores wore counted by the Supetintending

The population of the District, v
Taking 20 per cent. as the maxim,
necessary, (l'amine Code, Section 8)
a stock of 134,000 tools ig required f

as, i ' ili '
» 1N round numbers, two millions in 1891.
m number fop

whom relief works may be
and ¢ ' A - .
: .t.llnwmg one tool for every three persons,
or Coimbatore

alone,
Stone hammers ...40,000
Mamooties < 9,000
Pick axes . 9,000 W
Rammers 1.000 € consi
tam: 21 ider t) e T
o T A at the Distriet stock shonld
Sledge hammers g ’5()0 prh‘unly be it

Hand axes
Bill hooks

Instruments for clearing prickly
pear

: rought uy £ g
500 10argin, which torg P I e

| 4

figures shown in the
" u to rather R
the aboye figure. W ¥ ther more than half

. 8 cousider tly "0Visi
o ap00 ©F more toolg is Wrgent, that the provision

———

Toraw ...70,0)0

The Kstablishment j i
- The Kst: n the Public .
night in turning out hammeys. We hava\zﬂl:kh Worksho
maximum number which he can ¢}, holkhe Supe

Ps 18 engaged day and
1S manufacty pe daily

rintendent o report the
If it appears that he will

: ‘ e not he al

distress extending to other nble to meot

; districts j
i locally obtainable from locg] Firri:;g uly, we

requirements iy the event of

ill then be i s : d“""l’”"mln what supply of tools
L en Be N A postuon o jatel ge ia Ny sewhere, and Government
indent to the Secretary of Stato, 00881Ly of transmitting an urgent

o
ey
and vlv/i’.dol1'1:));;l:::)n:ljl“r]mm”es.“The v € not :
SR aAT e e ey "E‘): to recommending that a gt I’Eovu]od with handles,
i)oxcrs of sncn TR ]“l'.Y would be subject to attack . Ofc of wooden handles

e . DY 0| w “ s '3 e
Collector shoul;l :it onceoll b5 become useless. We (t)l ik e-ents and wood-
far he is in a pésihion (maiﬁert,tam from hig Forest, Officer Hl;k, llmwcver, g
; o ) short notice, ¢ . » OF local contractors, how
shaped handles for ham A obtain ’

. mers, mamooje . sufficient, number of roughl
whence, and within what time. o cum o 204 pick-axes. Iy ] L poupi

. ® a sufficient, gy ¢ should also ascertain
and metal, can be got. PPy of basketg for

carrving gravel
Jing g

ols in store ap

15. We regard it as at

to the large incr};ase of est;blrinl?sent Prematur a ;
: R Srablishments whie), would be ny definite proposals as
distress becoming more wide-spread. ® Tequisite in the svent of

Orper—No. 486, DATED 241 Jyxg 1897

The Government concurs ip the opin;
read above that estimates fop petty “'(Erk on e
Liocal Funds, but which are to be undertake: whi
be sanctioned by Collectors and that

of such works through the Board of

for allotment of funds,

Xpreg :
i baea. 7 of the lotter
rtaken as parg of gl f’hl ly carried out from
16 will Sutlice if 4 © faming programme may
Revenue ¢, (3 It these offigers submit a list
OVernment g, their ;l[)l)li(;alit;ll

dered to he kept in stock in -

-
£r

g
i
i
.1‘.
4
x
i

2
3
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wi ive his opinion
f Engineer for Irrigation 11 be requested to g
9. The Chief En

] a. 10 as relief
i ' sacts referred to 1n par
“heihi g i g theizgon%l;]ssary to afford employment to large
e § its becoming*

tain
be requested to ascer
works in the event O 1 4

' - for Railways 4 to Dindigul can
numbers. The Consn.xltmogf E;%;::er Nay from Palghat to g
whether the preparation _

for the ra

i i 8.

be reckoned on for the relief of distres e G

i t of 8 surveyor:

3. The appointmen Rl . | B

months recommended 12 P . batore iS requested to sutl_)mlti; ;f):‘ry. 13,);119 s

Yitorenes 10 o i ko ey recomrcllwo];dﬁe?:nue in G. 0. No. 2655,
. : ar

with reference to para- ¢ call
vernment awaits the vepor

edrefgr from the Bo
dated 25th May 1897.
Lot

Ag. Secretary to Government.

vv—ww

B

scars for a period of two

jssioners
Famine Commiss b
To thopubﬁo Works Depaﬂ’-m::;t i gation)-
”  public Works Depart® L o o oays).
o . Works Departmant(
- Public Coimbatore
Colleotor of Coim ¥/ T
”  Pinancial De
Aoty
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