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2 Ym No. 460, Financiat, 8ta June 1897.

e

GOVERNMENT OF . MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
G.0., No. 186, Public, dated 26th February 1897.

AsstrRACT.—Sanctioning ‘the proposed arrangement for the maintenance of the telegraph
lines to the Observatory involving an extra expenditure of Rs. 212, of which Rs. 100 will Ee
contributed from Port funds. ;

P

Endt. No. 714.

Referred to the Accountant-General for report as to the correct incidence of
the charges under the several budget heads.
(By Order.) ;

(Signed) A. R. KNAPP,

23rd March 1897. Ayg. Assistant Secretary.

From F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Accountant-General, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George, 31st May 1897, No. 1665.

With reference to your endorsement, No. 714, dated the 23rd March 1897,
referring for my report G.0., No. 186, Public, dated 26th February 1897 (herewith
returned), as to the correct incidence of the charges sanctioned therein under the
several budget heads for the maintenance of certain telegraph lines, I have the honour
to report that, under article 1252 of the Civil Account Code, the extra expenditure of
Ks. 320 involved falls on « 26. Scientific and other Minor Departments.” s

RS,
Government Observatory e e e il e e PN
PortFundS . .o oo o0 .. »s s .s . 100
Public Works Department oo o oo o2 ‘oo sa . 108
Orper—No. 460, Financial, dated 8th June 1897.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)
Chief Secretary.

To the Government Astronomer.
,, Marine Department.
, Publis Works Department.
» Accountant-General.

Copy to the Public Department.

Exd. A, Raitt.

J?J 5.
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2 No. 186, Pusuic, 26ta Feprvary 1897.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following papers : —

From C. MICHIE SMITH, Esq., Government Astronomer, to the Chi
to Governmer‘l’t, dated,Madr’as, 9th December 1896, No. 2468, 1ef Seorotary

I have the honour to submit the following particulars with ref
entry of Rs. 300 in my budget estimate for 1897398 for rent for telegra;?}l;e?icrleest.o s

9. In my letter No. T4, dated 4th November 1891, I pointed out th i
from the Observatory to the time-gun, Marine office, &c’., vsgare not under dtthtehghla.lge:
of the Telegraph department and suggested that steps might be taken to have thegm
handed over. After communicating with the Telegraph authorities who stated that
the annual charge would be Rs. 1,020, the following order was passed :—

«The Government is of opinion that existing arrangements may conti i
present [ G.0., No. 96 (P'ublic), dated 1Uth February 18892].” f it e 11

3. Since then the unsatisfactory condition of affairs has again and again be

bot-_h jby the Telegraph officers and myself. The line is, of CO?II‘SG, dete;,ioratininafxit
as it is subject to no regular inspection or repair, it is probable that before ijong it
will become inefficient. I accordingly some time ago re-opened the question with the
Superintendent of Telegraphs and pointed out that the proposed charge of Rs. 1,020
was e})l;cessxlv:e mas;nuch asthtw% 1of. the lines charged for—the clock line and the
semaphore line as far as the Telegraph office—were used lar r giving ti

signals to the Telegraph office. b . B et -

4. The whole matter has been very carefully gone into and the Telegraph
department 1s now prepared to agree to the following terms:—

: (1) To take over the material belonging to the Government of Madras now
standing on the lines and to credit them with Rs. 450, being three-fourths of the
cost price.

(2) To supply the lines required at the usual rate of Rs. 20 per half mile, in
all Rs. 320 per annum. o

5. The small value of materials noted above is due to the circumstance that for
a considerable part of the distance the wires are carried on posts belonging to the
Telegraph department and that a large part of the wire and of the iusulatorsoalready
are the property of the department.

6. The charge of Rs. 320 includes the line to Orr’s clock, at present paid by
Government and not charged to the Observatory, with loops into the Kgmore station
of the South Indian Railway and the Central station of the Madras Kailway to enable
time signals to be sent along these 1i1:es. No charge is made for the lines to the

Telegraph office. i A

N

3 s -
4 P AR "y

A

No. 186, Pusric, 26ta Fepruary 1897. 3

AR

7. As Government has been paying Rs. 216 per annum for the wire to Orr's
clock, the additional cost is only Rs. 104 and the advantages of having the line
regularly inspected and repaired, not as a matter of favour but as a right, are so great
that I trust Government will sanction the agreement.

8. Of the total cost of Rs. 320 the amount to beAdebited to the Observatory is
Rs. 212.

9. While the matter is under discussion it may not be out of place to consider
whether or not the Port Funds should be debited with' part of the expenditure in
connection with the time service. In Bombay the whole expense of the time service
is borne by the Port Funds which pay Rs. 295 per mensem for this service. In
Madras the line from the Observatory to the Port office was, I believe, originally
constructed at the cost of the Port, but no charge of any kind is made for mainte-
nance, even the amount paid to the Marine signaller in charge of the Semaphore being

debited to the Observatory.

10. Copies of letters from the Diroctor-General of Telegraphs and the Superin-
tendent of Telegraphs, Madras Division, are enclosed. :

e —

ENCLOSURES.

. From the Director-General of Telegraphs, to the Superintendent, Madras Division,

dated Caleutta, 1st December 1896, No. 6438.

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter No. 6180, dated
the 17th of November 1896, T have the honour to inform you that [ am prepared to
take over the material belonging to the Government of Madras'mow standing on the
lines used by the Government Astronomer
and to credit them with Rs. 450 —vide
statement A attached,*—which is three-

fourths of the original value according to our rate list.

9. T am also prepared to supply the lines required by the Government Astrono-
mer as per statement B, at our usual private line rates, viz., Rs. 20 per half-mile unit
and amounting at present as shown to Rs. 320 per annum—all apparatus and instra-
ments remaining as now the property and in the charge of the Madras Goverament.

* Not forwarded.

From the Superintendent, Madras Division, to the Government Astronomer, dated 8th
December 1896, No. 6725.

With reference to- the correspondence ending with your letter No. 179, dated the
3rd of September 1896, 1 have the honour to attach a copy of letter No. 6433, dated
1st instant, with two enclosures from the Director-General of Telegraphs to my address
for your information.

9. You will notice that the Director-General is prepared to take over all the
material on your lines for a certain sum to be paid over as soon as his proposals are
accepted and that he will then maintain the lines in a proper state of efficiency at the
usunal charges for rent.  The figure quoted as annual rent includes the new connec-
tions you desire to have installed on the existing wire to Messrs. Orr’s clock, viz, a
loop to the clocks in the South Indian and Madras Railway stations. The connection
from the Observatory to this office for the transmission of the daily time signal you
will see is nof to be charged for.

3. T shall be very glad if the Government of Madras accepts these proposals, as
T consider it most desirable that the lines in question should receive careful attention
and regular maintenance (which they have never had, 1 believe, since the date of
their erection) and that their upkeep should be definitely placed in responsible hands.
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T el
B.

SraremeNT showing caleulation of charg

os for rent to be recovered fro
for the system of lines rented to th

m the M
e Government Astronomer, dras Government

from
1897). ( 1st Ja.nuu-y
Circuits Distance I:F ?;11): " | Indicators| Date
A o s r % ™ A ﬁ‘i
o, d in miles. phones, |O0 Switch. agen:;?i. Reraarks,
1. From the Ohservatory to Messrs. Orr and 417
Co.'s elock, with loop into platform clock R?gt Pe.l;annnm, 7°95 miles =
in South Indian Railway, Central Bta- R l;l:}los =16 X 90 _
tion, and loop into platform clock in o Fia ¢
Madras Railway Central Station. 5 ents neither supplied
2. From the Observatory to the Fort Gun .. 841 3! o Maintained by the Tolos
3. From the Observatory to the Marine 0:37 b X wid

graph D"Pal‘tment.)
office (excluding the line from the Ubser-

vatory to the Madras Central office)*.

Total - .. 795 b e

* No rent charged for this wire from the Oh

servatory as far as the Telegraph
to the Telegraph Department. graph office,

because it i used for giving time

—

No. 2697.

Referred to the Marine Department for favour of remarks wi '
paragraph 9 of the Government Astronomer’s letter. $ with advertence tq

(By order.)

| (Signed) A, HANNAY
- 19k December 1896, g Ag. Assis it Secr,e o5,

No. 673 E., Marine.
Referred to the Presidency Port Officer for favour of remarks

(Signed)  D. McNEIL CAMPR
23rd December 1896. : ELL, Col, R.E,

Secretary 1, Government,

—

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.I.M., Presidency Port Officer
Secretary to Government, Marine De

partment, dated 28tk
No. 23 G. ; T

With reference to endorsement (herewith returned) of Government, No, §73 E
Marine, dated 23rd December 1896, referring to me, for remarks, letter from the Goy.
ernment Astronomer regarding payment of rent for telegraph lines from the Madras
Observatory, I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of Government
that I have no objection to a contribution being made out of the Madras Port f]lndg,
for the use of the telegraph line working the semaphore in the Port office, I have
ascertained from the Government Astronomer that Rs. 100 (one hundred) per annum is
a fair contribution by Port funds which will 80 towards the payment of Rs. 212 by
the Observatory, and I concur in his opinion.

—_—

Endorsement No. 79 E., Marine.

Approved and transferred,to the Public Department with reference to the endorse-
ment in that department, No. 2697, dated 19th December 1896,

MAaDRas, (Signed)  D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Col,, R.E.,

4th February 1897, Secretary to Government.
To the Public Department, with papers returned.

-

No. 186, Pustic, 26Te FEBRUARY 1897. 5

Ogrper—No. 186, Public, dated 26th February 1897.

i i diture of Rs. 212, of which
ngement involying an extra expen ;
T}(l)e pill.i)ll)).:?(im::ilb‘autged from Port funds, is sanctioned. , ;
o lg Iv: .« understood that the charge for the line to Messrs. Orr’s clock will,
It is

in future, be Rs. 108 only.
(True Extract.)

ernment Astronomer.
A :}l:: g:;erintendent of Telegraphs, Madras.
> Messrs. P. Orr and Sons.
the Marine DeBartment. ;
the Financial Department.
the Accountant-General.

Exd. T, K. Narayana Iyengur.
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