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GOVERNMENT OF LfIADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following paper:—
From Lieutenant-Colonel C. C. RAWSON, R.E., Acting Consulting Architect
to Government, to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated
Chepik, 9th July 1896, No. 1882.

With reference to paragraph 2 of G.0. No. 1824 W., dated 19th June 1896, I
have the honour to report that the necessity for special repairs to Gdvernment Houses,
Madras and Guindy, was the outcome of a letter received from the Military Secretary
to His Excellency the Governor, who in sending a sample of dry rot removed from
one of the beams in the Marine Villa, remarked that, ¢ if the rest of the roof timbers
were in the same state, the building must be in a dangerous state.”

1 directed a thorough examination of the roof timbers with the following

results.
GovernMENT Housg, MADRAS.

Main Building.—The floors and roofs are terraced on teak beams and joists
except the drawing-room and sky bed-room which have sloped roofs of Bengal terrac-
ing supported on toak trusses. In the first floor and terrace roof above second floor,
the bearings of timbers were found to be in a very fair state of preservation, with the
exception of a few joists the ends of which were decayed, which are being replaced.
1n the lower terrace roof above first floor, chiefly of the dining-room situated over the
carriage porch and side verandahs, the beams and joists were found to be very much
decayed ; the whole of the timbers and terracing is being renewed. About three years
ago nearly 40 joists and 3 beams were replaced. The roof here leaks much during
rains ; hence the cause of the decay of timbers.

Banquetting Hall.—Many of the joists supporting the floor are decayed at their
ends, and are being replaced in the roof of the hall which is covered with Mangalore
tiles; a number of rafters and some purlins are decayed and are being replaced.

Private Secretary’s Office.—A few joists in the lower verandah were decayed at
their ends and are being replaced ; all the timbers in the upper storey are in good
conditions.

Aide-de-Camp’s Bungalow.—With the exception of two rooms and verandahs in
the lower storey, the whole of the beams and joists supporting the floor are decaye d
and are being replaced ; the timbers supporting the roof of the upper storey, which
was constructed about ten years ago, are in good condition.

Out-houses.—The Kitchen and store have terraced roofs supported on teak joists ;
some of them were found to be decayed. The east verandah of the head coachman’s
quarters has a Bengal terrace roof supported on palmyrah rafters ; these are all much
decayed, and the roof itself cracked ; it is proposed to replace the palmyrahs with teak
rafters and cover the roof with Mangalore tiles, The ends of many of the palmyrah
rafters of the horse stalls are decayed ; it is proposed to fix brackets and purlins te
support these. The same is to be done to support the ends of the joists in the body-

pard room.
Police Station mear West Enirance Gate.—The roof of the verandah which was

entirely of wood was found to be much decayed ; Mangalore tiles are to be substituted
on teak rafters.
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Marine Villa.—A few of the joists supporting the terrace floor are decayed at
their ends ; they will be replaced, but the whole of the timbers supporting the terrace
roof (except those in the south verandah which appear to be of a more recent date)
are in an advanced state of decay, the wall plates imbedded in the wall on which the
ends of the joists rested were entirely reduced to powder. Itis found necessary to
remove the whole of the timbers and terrace, and re-terrace with new teak beams and

Goversuext House, GUINDY.

Main Building.—The joists to the ground floor of between second and
third blocks are of palmyrah ; most of them are decayed and few have already left the
roof. 1t is proposed to remove the palmyrah joists and to insert teak joists instead,
without removing the terrace. In the passage between first and second blocks the
toak rafters are not ouly decayed, but also sagged very much. Provision is made to
remove the roof and joists and to replace the same. ‘{'his is ull the special repairs to
the main building itself.

Military Recretary’s Office.—The verandah has a Bengal terrace, 2 portion of which
is supported with palmyrah joists ; these joistsare partially decayed and are not Strong
enough to support the roof, many of the joists show signs of fwisting ; provision 18
therefore made for removing that portion of the Bengal terrace verandah supported
by palmyrah rafters, and replacing the same with teak rafters, the same as the other
portion of the verandah.

Kitchen.—This comprises not only kitchen, but stores, servants’ godowns, &c.

The roof of the verandah in the court-yard is of flat and pan tiles with palmyrah
rafters. The rafters are completely decayed, the outer shell of hard wood only remain-
ing, and the ends which enter the wall are completely eaten away in most of the
rafters. Three out of the four valley rafters are decayed at the end where they are
fixed in the wall. The bressummers are in good order. It is proposed to replace

the palmyrah rafters by teak, as good palmyrah cannot be had in the local market at
present.

The main rooms of the kitchen are terraced, the timber work of which are decayed
at the ends including the beams. Proyision has been made for removing and re-
placing the terrace over these four rooms and for new teakwood. Most of the old joists
which are rotten at the ends only will be atilized on other works in Guindy Park,
for which provision has been made in other estimates.

Creeper Stands.—These were of teakwood, and during the past ten years were
twice replaced ; O it is proposed to erect them of wrought iron.

Cisterns.—The lotus cistern is about 70 feet in diameter, but very shallow ; con-
sequently the Victoria Regia lotus cannot be got to grow to any i)@rfcction, g0 it
is proposed to sink four wells 4’ deep in the bed of the cistern for the lotus plants.

The other lotus cistern near the fern-shed leaks so badly that it is difficult to
keep any water in it ; provision is therefore made for plastering the same with cement.
The Military Secvetary asked that the creepers stands and cisterns be attended to.

Stables.—The roof is covered with flat and pan tiles supported with palmyrah
couples. The couples are completely decayed, the ends of most of them where 1hey
enter the wall are eaten up and have sunk, a few pieces nailed on to strengthen them
and some of the collar pieces have already fallen down. '

During the past ten years two s?des of the stables were raised and improved, and
it is only {his one side that now remains to be done. - Owing to the difficulty in ge’ttimr
good p:{lm_vra!:s it 18 proposed to use teakwood instead. - A portion of the roof hias
palmy rqh reepers ; these are completely decayed, so much so, that the flat tiles keep

falling down.

Servants’ Qua,-ters.——-Provis?qn is made for re-roofing two of the oldest blocks

which arein 3 very shaky condition. The roof consists of pan tiles supported with
alul)‘l'dh couples with a rdge ventilator. The couples are twisted, the palmyrahs

are much decayed, only the ocuter skin remaining. Provision is made for re-roofing
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two blocks with the best of the palmyrah_s to be removed from the kitchen and
the stables, but L fear the requisite quantity will hardly be had from the buildings

above referred to.
Gale Lodges.——These are all terraced, but the teak joists are so rotten at the ends

le erack of a hammer, every one of them can be removed. Provision
is made for removing and replacing the terrace and for using the old teak that is to be

removed from the kitchen.

Farm-yard — This is the oldest building in Guindy Park, and most of the build-

ings forming it are in bad order. The building called the Superintendent’s office is

two-storied, the joists to.the lpwer storey are decayed at the ends and are supported

by purlins along the wall - The joists 1n the upper storey aré also in much the same
three joists completely loft the roof and were replaced with new

condition. ~Last year : dw £
ioists. The Superiutendent’s quarters 10 the farm-yard is in a Worse condition.

{ere also the joists call be removed with very little force. Godowns are covered over
an tiles supported by palmymh rafters which are much decayed, the

with flat and 3 g :
roof outside l?aving a wavery appearance owing to the rafters having sunk in places.

Eastern Bungalow.—In this bungalow two of the Aide-de-Camps %o his Excel-
lency the Governor reside. This roof consists of flat and pan tiles supported by
palmyrah rafters which are all decayed, especially those over the main rooms. The
ends where they enter the wall are.c_omp'letely eaten away and are §upp9rted by

arlins running along the wall. Provision 18 made for removing this roof gntu'ely and
for placing @ Mangalore tiled roof instead with a teak ceiling. The roof supports to

be of teak.

W., dated 21st July 1896.

His Excellency the Governor in Co.un.cil is of opinion that, under the circum-
tances prought to notice in this letter, 1t 18 desirable that no time should be lost 1n
Stances. these residences which have been allowed to fall into a state of disrepair

ens their safety in some Cases. The estimated cost of these repairs,

. . in some rases, be regarded as ** special,” is likely to exceed the limit of
WI"wh d'?t:_tg I(DRS' 15,000) ’prescribed in paragraph 10, chapter VI, Ynlume 11 of the
expen The sanction of the Government of India will accordingly -be

.o Works Code: : i Ui
1;1;1:11;&: to the immediate commencement of the work of renovation, 11t anticipation
r

h submission of complete estimates of the cost; 2 schedule of which should be
;’f (:19(:1 and ® abmitted by the Consulting Architect on account of each residence,
ra

separately.

B
OrpER—NO- 2115

[Here enter No. 2116 W., dated 91st July 1896.]
(True Extract.)

(Signed) D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Colonel, R.E,
Joint Secretary to Government.

rehitect to Government.

Works Accounts.

To the Consulting A
His Kxcellency the Governor.

Examinel Public
»  pilitary Secretary to

"

gxt. T- K. Narayana Aiysngsl

gpare Copiee
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CIVIL WORKS.

Gobt. of {1896} FHladras.
PUDLIC WORKS.

Dated July, 21st.

Reed. Enel.

G.0. No. 2115 W., 21st July 1896.

JULY.

Government Houses, Madras

Ordered that the Government of India be
ganction the immediate com-
¢ the work of removating the
f the submission of com-

requested to
mencement 0
—, In anticipation o
plete estimates.

e AELRE»
C{/ ;5\\.’:}/“'[“&! i 7 o >
o 28 ] : T O W
Gouernment of Fludras. e A apot.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

MEMORANDUM.

4 m /
Dated Madray"’ Q4‘ 1898O.
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