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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENTUE SETTLEMENT, Laxp RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Resp—the following letter trom W. O. HORNE, Esq., Acting Collector of Vizaga-~

patam District, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement
and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated
11th January 1897, R. C. No. 4931 :—

I have the honour to report that I opened two test works under section 17 of the
Famine Code and have now closed them, as they entirely failed to attract labour.

9. The two places selected were—

(1) Pendur at _the crossing point of the Northern Trunk road and the Vizaga-
patam-Srungavarapukota road ; and

(2) 1yakmarri half way between Bimlipatam and Vizianagram on the Vizia-
nagram-Modavalasa road and near the point where the Trunk road joins the latter.

3. These places were selected after careful consideration as being central to the
villages where there appeared to be most of the working classes without employment,
and where I had reason to believe them to be so pinched as to make their acceptance
of famine wages probable. The work was metal-breaking at quarries.

4. To give the history of each work separately—

Pendur.—The Huzur Deputy Collector, the Local Fund Engineer, the Deputy
Tahsildar and the Local Fund Overseer attended at Pendur at day-break on the morn-
ing of Monday, January 4, to open the work. The opening of the work and the
conditions of pay and employment had been thoroughly advertised beforehand for more
than a week in the neighbourhooed and also made known to some 810 coolies who were
doing Local Fund ordinary work at Pendur, and to another large gang at Kottavalasa,
5 miles off. On that day the officers remained at the scene of the work ali the morning,
and a tom-tom was beaten to call workers. The same was repeated in the afternoon,
but no coolies at all came in that day. Materials for kitchen and huts had been col-
lected and the site for the kitchen was selected in a shady tope, with a good well,
close to the work, and the ground plan marked out. The Deputy Collector reported
progress to me that evening, and I ordered that while no persuasion or inducement
was to be offered, still further publicity was to be given to the work and its condi-

tions, and that it should be kept open and every chance given to persons in need of
work to avail themselves of it.

5. On the 56th the same thing was repeated, and coolies would not even work at
putting up the kitchen sheds. The same thing ou the oth. On the Tth at 9 aar, 95
coolies, viz., 30 men (half of them under 15 years), 45 women and 20 children, all
from one neighhouring village came in. Tne Divisional Officer reported that they were
all in good condition and adds * no soouner did they hear them (the terms of payment)
than they all dispersed—men, women and all——refusing to work at the rates allo wed by
the Code and abusing the aforesaid individual who induced them to come saying that
they could earn almost the ordinary wages. Kvidently they seem to have been de-
ceived by that man, who wanted to make a profit out of this transaction. They say
fotching firewood from the hills will pay men and women much better than this
relief work.” ¢ The male coolies ask what this under-rating of their work is due to.”
It was carefully explained that on relief work the Government does not undertake to
pay a wage which will support a family, but each working individual being paid a
living wage for his work, those dependant on them and incapable of work will be fed.
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6. On the 8th, having been detained at head-quarters till then by the sale of

the Séldru villages and by Agenc Sessions, [ ) : .
enquiry abandoned the test. A 65 ot i b i i

7. Dalkmarri.—Work was opened on the 5 2 | - Iy -
Collector, the _Local Fund .Supell"visor and ()viigei:i:;g{h?l)%e tP r}{‘mp?l Papions
work was previously advertised by tom-tom in 25 villages with.pu ¥y ('il'hsddar. tfhe
The rate of payment was also advertised. On the 5th mominoln 4 l":ll_ms of 5 miles.
about 700‘)persons collected. There were tools for only 500 300580(38 ordingly by 8 ..
the other 200 told to come next day. These 500 were dl‘{;fted int were retained and
Wo(ri'k but apparently the conditions of payment had been insufﬁc-o gtilmgs and set to
understood and on further enquiry as to them the coolies stru(;k Ki;l y explained or
On the 6th no coolies at all came in. On the Tth 200 perso WOK G Wenlt sway,
not attended on the 5th, came and worked. The reaeonp oit: &%irn}:t)tsz ?lf b h?)d

% ir attendance may be

gathered from the following extract f : T
et Bl Tacatary s 8 ot from a report of the Bimlipatam Deputy Tabsildar,

“ After a good deal of persuasion some i
[ f pe Z of thee 8 .
to-day to come to work at our rates from'td-m;:r(;ovghes e nelghbourmg i o conseubes

accordingly come for work.” e Probably about 100 or 200 people may

8. These coolies worked all day f

: ] y from 7-30 1 from

exceedingly little work, less than 2 cubic feet ozorrleztainl()lefr?mitz taoncslutéiet d'fheyt}(}id
y rned less than

the minimum wage. They were paid the same evening and declined to co i
me again.

9. On the same day two infirm adults and
i ‘ P ts and 48 non-working chi .
ﬁi;z};ezetgﬁgfgdtgoﬂte x;ork. g T'he Principal Assistant Coﬂgcilgilgren: SRR 1h J e
i1 many, oases 1ok 43 es ependants of the workers he has ascertainelt)io 1;3 fhas EhongP
e et ‘,1 h OI'li‘e l;)‘f_ them belonging to castes not re re' e Shep, e
Wik the’m B Pr'p "y 1a sildar seems not to have been parf; (isented i aR8 g
hem. Principal Assistant Collector reports th iy SRORER In, RPN
and kitchen were in good condition. 3 at those who attended the work

10. No coolies came on the Sth or 9th

?:33 r:]g;; :loflxll“;ng, th?'llth, proceeded with (})ﬁnmﬂ:g ]i)ﬂ:ll;{a[:rit MS b bt 5
Sl :zt cicéu ltesvwho had been at the work. They co;nla}’elghbourhood. 1
e dai1§r ¥ men: u(::antract rates and to select their own ag in of want of work,
think they do t}t’le terms % athl-eaSt 13 anna. T said they nOgW fg?f B
e becom,e Snfﬁeientl(})rn }mr(licllllpt}txs bSlrez.zlrl _undertook to protectytlh?:r(lile;?ltgogf, t‘;lseI
apply again to Mr. Scott or the Deputy T‘;ﬁ‘;‘ilgg to accept those terms, they migh):‘,

. y ;e ;
11. T believe that in the case of both these testowrviitd the closing of the test.
S 8

Code and the instructions contained i i the requi
gl ¢ L in various Board’s P the requirements of the
:ilﬁae (?om'ﬁ)lilssm;geozl agl;};ﬁcgonAzf (gtil)er districts weie ;‘Z:‘!:gﬁlll;gs :tzd({ndthe notesu(if
. epot at Pendur, and, with y attended to and fal-
(]);lalt‘;}:r?ar%;sitn (3;:1?17 %112 ljleelg}’a Chuttram’ Witl:;in a few hu?(frzgcephon kndeftamny
R welIis 0{1 a“tlt}’- Supplies were for sale on the A ol 5 guam T
In the gcase of D k(;i: £ the works and materials for kitchespOt' e 2
B en ridie theritalion was  pastielly: exmatng, oo S oiie wers veady.
e g, L ge ordered its completion and that th ed and as it only wants
P ud mil :hiak 1e responsible for taking care of it in 3 village munsif at Neelaya
endur nk I can utilise the materials which w base 1t is required again. Af
Vizianagram otherwise. ere brought from the race camp at

12. Tasks.—At Pendur the Local F

% und Engi :

ot A s S S o ey

gydu}ceasm;fmeltlt t-}hatt the gangs working at the samzr;i ag.erfectly fair as he ascertained
ad turned out w 1ai] averaged 279 cubic feet per unit :‘1)’ under ordinary conditions

and in some cases had done as much as 3-21. He h durlng their own quarrying

gangs to quarrying, so the task of 8 eubic feet per u 1ad arranged to put separate

one worked it 1s impossible to commeut on results mt was very moderate, As no

*
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At Dakmarri, the Supervisor classed the coolies ol the only day on which they
worked as class A. This, I think, was a mistuke. I should have altered it had any
remained or returned, but it was not absolutely wrong as they were all labourers by

rofession and practice and have all at times done stone-breaking and road work.
He did not, however, fix the task at the maximum of 4 cubic feet per unit as the
pumbers had to collect their own stones, which are available on the spot, but fixed
it at 3-25 cubic feet. 1 should probably have reduced it to § cubic feet, but 1 do not
think it was excessive. The stoue is not hard and the gungs were composed of a

Jarger proportion of men than the typical gangs of the Code and a less proportion of

children.

13. The gangs were composed as under—
Men and Women and Working

boys over 124 girls over 12. children.

30 40 30

i 30 46 24

Second gang

The tasks to be done worked out to—
First gang
Second gang

The work turned out was— : ; :
First gang ... 431 oubic feet or 1'9 cubic feet per unit.

Second gang 418 R K * %

I had ordered that the grain to be taken as the standard for calculating wages
1 ascertained on investigation that all ordinary day labourers are now
ied only with cumbu, which 18 generally about the same price, and
that they do not mix rice and ragl as in Ganjdm. The price of ragi being 17 seers
per rupee, the wages for class A were—men As. 1-3, women As. 1-1.

As the shortness of the work turned out Was not due to weakness or other cause
o workers, and as it was so very much shorter than what it had

«eventable by th .
ggge:}:a;lwn tf};eyycould turn out if they liked, the full deduction for short work was

de and the wages for each gang for the day came to Rs. 3-3-1 and Rs. 3-4-9
ﬁﬁp:czlixw]rely. ; Thg men earned only 7 pies. I have asked them about this and the}

say they can do the task right enough if they are paid proper daily cooly or given

work on contract.

14. T must admit that T am surprised at the results of these tests and I regret it
if T have unnecessarily alarmed the Board. At the same time I am not prepared to
say that the necessity for works may not arise later on, but I shal_l })e fully convinced
of it before I propose them. The working classes do not show visible signs of dete-
rioration beyond the fact that many of them are a}pparently in very light condition.
I asked some male children this morning, who did not appear too well nourished,
how many times they got food in the day. They said three, but probably it is a case
of little and often. I think we must take if that the people are mot mow suffi-
ciently distressed to render them willing to take famine wages, at the same time

the cooly is a very obstinate person when he thinks any one is trying to get the
better of him, as they appear to think, and the Divisional and Taluk Officers of the

parts principally affected have been instructed to exercise great vigilance. There is
no part of the district where the need of 2 test appears so great as the places where

it has been tried, and none other is called for at present.
15. The small expenditure on the kitehen will be ascertained and sanction asked
for immediately. ‘ |

748 cubic feet.
767 i

was ragi.
living on ragl var

Reap—also the following Fortnightly Narrative for the Vizagapatam district daring
the period ending 15th of January 1897 s=

STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
Rainfall and water-supply.—No rain at 20 stations during the fortnight. Koraput
-01", Bissekkatak 017, Srungavarapukota -4 Chédavaram 5", Narasapatam -03",
Bimlipatam 97", and Waltair Y s : ,
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The rain has had no effect at all on supplies for drinking or irrigation, but it

fre i
reshened up pasture and saved the necessity for a few days of baling to sugarcane
B (=) D ’

tobaceo, ragi and other standi
oo o by 11:1tg crops under wells. It fell moreover in absolutely

Agricultural operations and condition of stunding crops.—The only agricultural

operation in pro i isi v
progress is the raising of sugarcane, tobaceo, ragi, vegetables, &e., under
i

walli : ik vy g

th: sdi st,figﬁ elEsvseg silﬂig:tlﬁls is being carried on most busily and in most parts of
Rriving, k. Lot o BV an appreciable patch of well cultivation which is
sowed gingelly after the late shower of rain.

Supply of fodder and past '
N Ppasture and condition of catlle— . :
asture scarce, particularly in the centralioast peorticl)?l? ({)dfe:hles c‘liii‘:;i}:): hARE

Cattl i i
sl mn gt A e e b, ok e e fok
and Koraput taluks of Jeypore. rungavarapukota and also from Padwa, Pottangi

Foop-suppLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS

Prices of principal food-grai
-grains at prineipal markets in th i
per rupee, for the period endivg 15th 2fa§ :gttf:ryt rlaé){t;?, ol ey o

Rice. 3
e Ragi. Cumbu.
Stations, End
of | End of | End of | E
la: nd of | End of
: ::tﬁ- c\;rrent last | current lasto fn[i—g e Remarks.
. | night. | night. | night. | night. | night.
1. Pérvatipuram
2. Sl6r o ..l 9841 084) 1872 | 18
: e rah ol b g S s ¥ 72 [ 16'80 | 1820 | Pri }
4. Gujapatinagaram ., .. | 9084 | 984 1717 | 117 | 2397 | a2y A i e o Aalios it
S T e ot g LU el Thae ] vt et i b
RL o R 8 R L AR 1728 | 1728 | Vi oy R s B
T 3 7-91 : : 6-66 | 1833 - agapatam, Chi
pamgmm ] IRRN A ) s B
. Anakhpalle .. .. .| 1000 | 1 1| 1001 | 1848 | | 1548 | mporore Searcity rate
}(1" §°"am&ncmx a 9-50 g 23 1729 | 1820 1848 | where except cambu in Visa-
. Narasapatam.. A b . ! 18:20' | 18:2 s 8 e
Avera; e v 3
x ge 987 9-64 1727 17:47 17-49 1770

Activity of rade.—Trade v i

: . ery active in all grai

The rail : grains, especially in ri

e e ave g uok. bon eived, it of s

105 bags for the fnrtnIi)ght er?:li‘ﬁ;tggo? Géddvari district 52 Zofs;(‘lzmlll)l{iers B tseahe
ni ra .

cart-loads for the fortnight ending 9th J :33::; %2377 By road from Jey;oreBgsss{

! )

CoNpITION
OF THE
1. On works.—Nil. FrorLs.

2. In Villages.—Normal '

¢ ’ 1T generally, A f

in raf:fe;: light condition, but even theZe declirzv v:(frzlztcgglx class have been observed
23 zchness and Mort.alzt,z/.—'l‘l}e health of the distr; oine wages,

cholera have occurred in Pérvatipuram taluk rict 18 normal. A, few cases of

Remarks.—There are no si s '

; . no signs of visible di

the wﬂo{rkmg elaes;; lare finding times very hard, gff;isgihigé cannot be doubted that
CUSUTE of— ”

and D::\kmarréir oj]r?virzlzieftag)‘tglﬁork&*l‘wo test works at Pen((l) s af‘ o S

et s gt submpiited i ;g:l}le)lli atlll1d closed after a lgéll,ia%ap?tangta]uk,

e sible t. 1 : rial. i
employment on a considerable scale, relief :V(;rll-:sox;a?;:v or]é: o e ml:é'
- never be peeded. I would

again beg that Gover

gapatam and Srungavarapukota taluks ploughed and

“

o
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ment be reminded about the Vizagapatam W ater works. Much

good would be done if funds were allotted for all possible works in the Public ‘Works

Department programme.
(2) Gratuitous r elief—Bimlipatam taluk.—Number telieved at kitchens this

fortnight 50 ; last fortnight nil. Fifty dgapenda.uts fed at Dakmarri test relief work

kitchen on one day only. :
(3) Private charity.—None organised.

Remarks.—1 do not expect that gratuitous relief apart from works will become
necessary before next monsoon.

Inspections of the Collector— Taluks and places visited.—Test relief works at Pendur
and Dakmarri.— Ordinary Local Fund work on the Chipurupalle-Laveru road. Portions
of Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam and Chipurupalle taluks. Chittivalasa, Pusapatirega,
Ranastalam, Laveru, Chipurupalle and intervening villages.

General remarks.—The test relief works opened on the 4th ard 5th January having
failed to attract aiter every fair trial, it may be taken that distress does not at present
exist. Signs of it will be watched for. Staple grains are chéaper than scarcity rate,
with a downward tendency. I have been favourably impressed with the appearance
of the Chipurupalle taluk which T had been led to suppose to be on the verge of distress.
1 do not regard the necessity for any form of relief as imminent or even probable 1n
that taluk. I proceed from Chipurupalle to Srungavarapukota taluk which will
conclude a circuit of the most affected parts of the district.

Loan Transactions— Golgonda—Two hundred and forty-nine applications are
reported to have been received in Golgonda taluk under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act.
Details not yet received. Palkonda.—Nine applications for Rs. 1,395 under the Land
Improvement Loans Act and 236 applications for Rs. 23,021 under the Agriculturists’
Loans Act are reported to have been received. Details have not yet been received.

Srungavarapulkota.—One application for Rs. 200 pending.

Reap—also the following season report of the Vizagapatam district for week ending
16th January 1897 :—

« Water for cultivation only obtainable by baling from wells; drinking water
insufficient in parts; Taluk Boards sinking temporary wells. Greengram, gingelly
and ragi sown, and ragi and chillies transplanted in iparts. Sugarcane, the only wet
crop under wells, dry crops fading in southern taluks, bad elsewhere, except under
wells where they are doing fairly. Harvested sugarcane, outturn poor to middling ;
tobacco, middling or poor; horse-gram, cholum, ragi and red-gram, outturn poor.
Pasture very scarce and fodder vere dear but cattle not suffering. Prospects bad.
Working classes still seem able to secure employment more profitable than on famine
works. Food grains exported by sea 50 bags and imported 220 bags; imported from
Jeypore 5,275 carts ; also considerable local import from Gédévari by road. Exported
by rail for week ending 9th January, 282 maunds ; imported 5,807 maunds. Emigrants

to Burma 42.”

ResorvrioN—dated 25th January 1897, No. 51.

Submitted for the information of Government.

9. A few showers of rain early in the month did a little good in Vizagapatam,
but the chief dependence of the people at present is on cultivation under wells, which
are NUMerous. The cultivation returns for December, of which an abstract is appended,
show that, except in Sarvasiddhi, there has been 1o material deficiency in the area

brought under crop this year, but, owing to the failure of the water-supplies, the area
of second crop on wet land will this year be small. ST



i

.

6 Boarp or Revenue (REv. Serr., L. Rps. axp Acrr), 25ta Jav. 1897, No. 51.

et L

3. The condition of the people shows
likelihood of their accepting relief wages
Mr. Horne gives a full report in his letter first
efficiently managed and prove this.

no change, nor does there appear to be 8_017‘
for the present. The test works of whic

read above appear to have been most

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)

To the Secretary to Government,
» Collector of Vizagapatam.

Copy to Oollectors of other affected districts.
» to the Banitary Commissioner.,

Revenue Department.

APPENDIX.

StATEMENT showing the areas sown in the Viz
compared with the averages of five Years up to that

aga

R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Secretary.

tam district in 1896 up to December

ate and the averages for the whole Y“L

First erop.
/
Dry. Wet.
Taluks. T B e e e TP W
Up to December,
N Up to December. Annush
i [T | avengs. average:
896. Average, 1896, Average.
1 ST, S s ——————
y 3 4 5 8 L
Acs, ACS. A0S, ACS.
Sﬁﬁﬁi‘fﬁ o o 14,674 14,726 35,622 33,074 33,081
Sarvasiddhi .. . 1 g 53,190 63,688 17,116 18,234 18,363
Agency Tracts B LT, kD e "o 22’2?; 221323 12,844 24,744 H, 30
17 20 Fur
Total T
86,933 90,132 90,817 65,599 76,072 76,309
4——-’/
—/
Second erop.
—/
Dry, Wet.
6 e Up to December. Up $0 Dosssibes
b Annual P 3 Annual
; average, averag®:
896. Average. 1896. Average.
. & 10 n 12 A
‘/
Acs. ACs. Acs. ACS.
gzll:::%: SV an ey 4,278 5,974 6,628 A:lg-“ ‘?'s'n 18,604
Borvaiadhi' ;o D [0 vl dalM 21,566 1867 2,784 3,958 SL6%
Agency Tracts  ,, .. o 1?,618 11,565 2,009 2, "
e Y o e .. .e By =T

Exd, A. F. Eocleston,
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT. - o d PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

1897! _ b Cony attached. Read_Pracesdings of the Boara
i %ﬂarb ﬂf %zhfnut ’ of Revenue(Revenue Settlement,Land Records and Agriculture) .
: e
; : " dated 25t anuary 1897 ,80. 51 Press,
) (BeVenUe Settlement, Land Records : dated 25th January 13897,No PP
and Agriculture),
MADRAS.
L

o

Order thereon,No, 7.6 Ilis.d/Sth Februaryl897,

Recorded.

Printed January 28tk. ;
(True Extract)
Signed G. Stokes, -
£ol % 9 (; £1 L') \r 3 LOKE %
Proceedings, 25th Jan. 1897, No. 5. A Ag: Secretary to Government el
! : : (True Cony) L5
>4‘\ 3
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Ag: 'Secretary to Govt.
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l Forinightly narrative—Submitting to Govern-
ment, with remarks, report on the opening and
closing of test works in Vizagapatam district and

the — for period ending 15th January 1897,
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