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2 No. 1014, Fixaxciar, 6ma Deceser 1897.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : — g

Memorandum, in the Marine Department, No. 517-E, dated 13th August 1897.

Read—the following letter from Commander H. A. STREET, R.IM., Presidency
Port Officer, to the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated
Madras, 6th August 1897, No. 1064—296-G :—

Article 98, clause ( f), of the Civil Account Code, volume I, lays down that local
purchases of articles of stationery, including rubber-stamps, nsually supplied by the
Stationery office, are not admissible unless specially sanctioned by the local Government.
As this raling apparently refers to supply of stationery to the several departments free
of charge, I have the honour to request that orders of Government may be obtained as
to whether stationery required for use by the Landing and Shipping Dues Committees
constituted under Act I11 of 1885 at ports in which this Act is in force should be
purchased locally or obtained from the Superintendent of Stationery, Madras, and their
value debited by a book adjustment in the same way as is done at present in the case
of supply of stationery articles to the Port department. '

A few articles of stationery were purchased locally by the Landing and Shipping
Dues department at Mangalore and the Treasury officer objected to pay the amount
for want of sanction of Government under the ruling above quoted. A reference was
made to the Superintendent of Stationery, Madras, on the subject, and that officer states
that the sanction of Government is necessary for purchase of stationery locally by the
officers of the Port department, and that the same rule will apply to the Landing and
Shipping Dues Committees, but that he is not certain on that point.

Memorandum—No. 517-E, dated 13th August 1897.
Transferred to the Financial Department.

(Signed)  D. M¢NEIL CAMPBELL, Col., R.E,
Secretary to Government.

e

Endt. No. 1739.
Referred to the Accountant-General for favour of remarks.

(S8igned)  J. F. PRICE,
' - Chief Seeretary.

Endorsement, in the Marine Department, No. 588-E;di&d4 lflﬂ; September 1897.

18¢h August 1897.

Memorandum, in the Marine Department, No, 635-E.,- dated lﬂtl;getober 1897.

- Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Accountant-
General, to the Secretary to Governmen M,arm' ¥ o i
St. Geox"ge, 12th October 1897, No. LB Jti.—z o LDepm% dated Fort
I have the honour to return herewith the Presidency Port O SE
August last, which was forwarded for my remarks 1;‘53{#%’;% ' lbw ,ﬁt g;l;
d No. 1739 of 18th idem, and to state as follows. The Presidenc: Eﬂﬂl .‘uw breis
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me in his letter of the 2nd instant that stationery required for purposes of Landing and
Shipping Fees Act ITI of 1885 is purchased locally and accounted for as Miscellaneous
—Petty charges, but their value is small and Government has therefore been requested
to authorize the continuance of the practice. I enclose a copy of his letter from which
it will also be seen that the committees, which are appointed in conunection with these
fees, are not created by an act of the legislature and are not financially independent of
Government. It follows therefore that expenditure from these funds should be
governed b&the ordinary rules for the audit of Government expenditure, and there is
no reason for an exception being made for the regulation of stationery supplies. I
think, therefore, that these should be obtained from the Superintendent of Stationery
whether their value is large or small, and their value adjusted annually along with
that of the stationery supplied to Port officers, &e., for port purposes.

ENCLOSURE.

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.I.M., Presidency Port Officer, to the Accountant-
General, dated Madras, 2nd October 1897, No. 1064—1171-M.

With reference to your letter, No. I.B.B.—220, dated 8th September 1897, I have
the honour to inform you that the levy and collection of landing and shipping dues
at Mangalore is managed by a committee constituted under Act IIL of 1885 (vide
G.0., No. 296, Marine, dated 17th August 1892, which has been communicated to
you) consisting of a President and a board of members. The President in some ports
is the Collector of the district, as in the case of Mangalore, and in some the Port
Officer, as in the case of Negapatam. The control of the fund, however, rests with
Government. The stationery required by the committee is for printing forms and
other schedules required in connection with the levy of dues, but the stationery thus
required is not issued from the supply obtained by the Port Officer for port purposes
and charged to Port funds entirely, but purchased locally and charged as ‘‘ Miscella-
neous—Petty charges.” The stationery required by such bodies is not large, and as
the value of stationery has to be paid for anyhow, Government has been addressed to
authorize these bodies to purchase locally the stationery they may require.

Memorandum—No. 635-E, dated 16th October 1897.

Transferred to the Financial Department, from which department the reference
to the Accountant-General has been made.

(Signed) W. B. peWINTON,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

Orper—No. 1014, Financial, dated 6th December 1897.

The Government agrees with the opinion expressed in the Accountant-General’s
letter, No. 1.B.B.—252, dated 12th October 1897, viz., that articles of stationery
required by Landing and Shipping Dues Committees constituted under Madras Act
III of 1885 should in all cases be obtained from the Superintendent of Stationery,
Madras, the value being adjusted annually along with that of the stationery debited

to Port funds.
(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Marine Department.
Superintendent of Stationery.

”»
Accouutant-General.

”

Exd. C. M. Thumbuswau.y.
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