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1
LIMIT OF PERIOD WITHIN WIITOH ARREAR CLATIIS SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED BY
TER ACCOUNTANT-GENERAL
Agreeing with the suggestion of the Accountant—General in
confiegtion with the fixing of a 1linmitfin rebard to the neriod within
which claims of officers on account of arrears of pay and allowances
2 shiould be investigated by the Account Department without the special
orders .of Government. ‘
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TR e L T Bl AR : , Simla, the 23rd Fuly 1895.
' SIR,

Tue Government of India have had under consideration the question
whether it is not desirable to lay down some general rule in regard to the period
within which claims of officers on account of arrears of pay and allowances

“should be investigated by the Account Department without special orders of the
Local Government. ‘ ! ¥

». Claims of this nature extending over a considerable period are frequently
submitted to audit officers. Perhaps the most common instance is that of claims
to arrears of increments on progressive salaries which are made when the officer

_has neglected to claim the increments when they became due and after a consi-
derable interval ascertains that he might have done so. In the case of
ministerial officers, the Audit office is not charged with the duty of bringing such

neglect to notice. :

3. It appears to the Government of India that it is a question whether it
can be considered the duty of an Audit Ofiicer to receive and investigate ancient
claims against Government, for there is no doubt that the investigation of these
claims often involves a large amount of labour in account offices with which they
ought not to be charged. ~After the la‘gse of what may be considered a legitimate
time, the Audit Officers should, the Government of India are inclined to think,
refer an applicant who submits a claim to arrears of pay or allowances to the
Local Government, leaving it to them to decide whether or not any enquiry
should be instituted. The Local Governme it 1 reject pett
and ancient claims on ~sround that there had been too long delay and woul
call on the Audit Officer to report only on the cases in which there appeared fo

‘be prima facie reasonable claim, and reasonable cause of delay.
4. It has been suggested that a-limit of two years should be fixed, after

- which arrear claims should be rmmm@mmmina-l
tion of the question W : investigated, or summarily disallowed.
- 5. Before passing any orders in the matter, the Government of India desire to
be favoured with the views of ,%o&u/(hv? K/h’?/n’ @csect on the subject.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most.obedient servant,
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Proposal to fix a limit after which applications
for arrears of increments of progressive salary,
and for the payment of any allowances not
claimed when due, should be disallowed,

dd 6, C. Press, Simla.—~No, 520 C. F p=23-7-05,~370»
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