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AUGUST.

Consolidated Abstract and Final
Accounts.

Directing the discontinuance of the submission
of the consolidated abstract containing the March
final accounts corrected up to 10th August; re-
questing the Accountant-General to endeavour to
include all adjustments, with the exception of that
on account of Forest Surveys, in the final accounts
of August; and directing heads of departments
to co-operate in the matter by avoiding the neces-
sity for corrections after that date. -
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26ra Aveust 1895, No. 623, FINANCIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : —
G.0., dated 19th March 1895, Nos. 256, 257, Financial.

Asnstract.—Passing orders on the Provincial accounts for 1893-94, and fofwarding, with
remarks, copy of the Proceedings to the Government of India.

G.0., dated 24th July 1895, No. 544, Financial.

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Accountant-
General to the Government of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, dated Fort St. George, 6th June 1895, No. 87-1.B.E :—

I have the honour to observe that I gather from paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 256,
Financial, dated the 19th March 1895, that the Government are desirous that the
details given in the consolidated abstract should more closely correspond to those
given in the budget. I have been through both and find that there are many details
in the budget that are not to be found in the other. These cases fall naturally into
three classes: Those in which it is more or less clear that details should be given ;
secondly, doubtful cases ; and, thirdly, those in which so great detail is undesirable. I
will commence upon the first-class of cases. My references are to the budget, but will
not always be completely intelligible, unless reference is also made to the consolidated

abstract.
I-A. Revenue, page 26. Detailed Accounts D.E.F.—I will introduce the details

under local into the consolidated abstract. .

Page 27.— Detailed Account XXXII-A., Local Fund Act of 1884.—I will intro-
duce all the details.

Ezpenditure—Land Revenue, page 33, Detuiled Account No. 3-4.—1I propose to
give the following details under establishments :—

Taluk Sheristadars and Head Accountants.
(Clerks and servants.
Village establishments.

Stamps, page 45, Detailed Account No. 6-B.—1 will give—
Presidency Town—
Establishments.
Discount on sale.
Contingencies.
District charges—
Discount.
Contingencies.

Awsessed taxes, page 49, Detailed Account No. 10-A.—1 will give—

Madras—
Salaries.
Establishments.
Allowances.
Contingencies.

District charges—
Salaries.
Establishments.
Allowances.
Contingencies.
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General Administration, page 88, Detailed Account No. 18-K.—I will give—
Establishments— :

Collectors’.
District Boards’.
Taluk Boards’.
Panchayat offices.
Allowances.

Supplies and Services.
Contingencies,

: Education, page 92, Detailed Account No. 22-B.—Local.—1 will give the heads
ag in the budget.

Pages 96 and 97.—I will separate ¢ Madras-i-Azam” and * other secondary
schools.”

Page 99, Detailed Account No. 22-F.—1I will under  TLocal ” give more details ;
at present the whole expenditure is lumped together in the consolidated abstract.

e Pizg’e 104.—Detailed Account No. 22-G.—Similarly I will give more details under
ocal.

.Pages 110 a?zd 112, Medical—Detailed Account No. 24-B.—I1 will separate the
Presidency Hospitals.

Pages 115 and 118, Detailed Accounts No.24-B. and C—1I will give further
details under ¢ Local.”

Page ]_22, Detailed Account No. 25-C.—1 will separate the Resident’s charges
from the minor ones.

P ages 125 and 126, Seientific and other Minor Departments. Detailed Account
No. 26-C and D.—1T will give further details under museum and observatories.

- Page 132, Territorial and Political Pensions.—1 will give the details by families
as in detailed account No. 27-4.

. Page 142, Detailed Account No. 32.4., Miscellancous.—The donations will be
distinguished.

Page 144, Detailed Account No. 32-C—More details will be given under  Local”.

Page 146, Civil Works— Delailed Account No. 45-A.—Agency and municipal
works will be distinguished.

Page 147, Detailed Account No, 45- B.—More details will be given under ¢ Local.”

. T now come tq the second or doubtful class. My reasons for placing cases in
this category are given against each case. Sometimes it is because the details seem

out of proportion to their pecuniary or other importance ; sometimes because the -

det:_ails are readily available from departmental compilations (and can be checked in
their totals l_)y my books); and sometimes because the labour imposed upon my office
may be considered to be out of proportion to the importance of the details. In each

of these cases and those of the third-class I request that I may be favoured with the
views of Government.

II. Land Revenue, page 6, Detailed Account No. 1-A.—(a) I understand that
formerly these details were both in the abstract and budget, but were struck out as
the Board did not require them. They were reintroduced into the budget when it

was amplified. 1t is now for decision whether the details should be cut out of the
budget or given in the abstract.

(b) EBzcise, page 9, Detailed Account No. V-A.—The details under ¢ Country
spirits 7 are complicated, and if they are introduced into my books, will be the cause
of very numerous transfer entries to bring the details upon my books into ‘exact
accord with departmental figures. On the other hand the amount involved is very

large.

(¢) Registration, page 14, Detailed Account No. X-A.—THere the detail in the
budget seems very great, but the amount is considerable. Is any, and if so, what
middle course practicable ?
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(d) Law and Justice, page 19, Deltailed Account No. XV]-B._—The amount
involved is somewhat considerable, but it may be troublesome to give the details
correctly. Possibly Government does not particularly require them.

(e) Scientific_and other Minor Departments, page 223 Detuiled Account No.
X XI-B.—The details given are not in the abstract. Perhaps the two principal heads
¢ gale of febrifuge ”” and ¢ sale of quinine ”” might be separately shown.

(f) Ezpendilure, Land Revenue, page 40, Detailed Account No. S-R—Tl}e
amount seems very large, but T do not know whether there would be any difficulty in
distinguishing the various kinds of village establishments. The other items are
insignificant. :

771. I now come to the class where further detail seems clearly undesirable.

() Scientific and other Minor Departments, page 23, Detailed Account No. XXI-E.
Tt can hardly be worthwhile to separate each kind of examination 1 our accounts.

(b) XXV, Miscellaneous, page 95— Detuiled Account No. XX V-B.—This detail
can if necessary be furnished at any time and is not of importance.

(¢) General Administration, page 63— Delailed Account No. 18-A.— Translators’

" Department.—1 see 10 use in posting separately the expenditure according to the

various translators. : .
(d) Medical, page 113.— Detailed Account No. 24-B.—The expenditure on dis-
pensaries 18 severally very small : the separation of it would be very troublesome.

(¢) Political, page 121— Detailed Account No. 25-A.—There appears to be no
sufficient reason for showing the details in the budget.
) Scientific and other Minor Departments, poge 126—Detailed Account
No. 26-E.—The separation in the accounts seems quite unnecessary.

The details mentioned as desirable in the first-class will throw a considerable
amount of extra work upon my office, and I may find it necessary (particularly if
further details are required) to ask for an addition to my establishment for the
purpose. : -

If Government desire any of the changes to _be. 1nt¥'oduced into th_e accouqts of
1894-95, T request that I may receive an early intimation of such a wish pending a

fuller reply.

.

Order—dated 24th July 1895, No. 544, Financial.

Tis Excellency the Governor in Council considers that the Accountant-General
should exercise his own discretion in regard to the details to be inserted in the con-
solidated abstracts. Every endeavour should, however, be made to bring the details
in the Accountant-General’s books into exact accord with departmental figures under
all heads. At the same time the Government has no desire to increase the work in
the Accountant-General’s office to such an extent as to necessitate an addition to his
establishment.

9. Diversities in the classification of details tend to confusion, chiefly in the
accounts of officers of special departments, e.g., the Government I?plgyaphlst, Superin-
tendent, Archeological Survey, &c. In this connection attention 1s drawn to the
remarks in paragraph 4 of G.0., dated 19th March 1895, No. 257 (page 9).

3. The details under I, Land Revenue should be reclassified in the consolidated
abstracts.

4. No further details under Local Funds were contemplated.

5. The consolidated abstract for March as now submitted does not contain the
final figures of the year. The Accountant-General will be requested to report whether
he can make arrangements for furnishing an abstract with this information m lieu of
the present March abstract and to state the earliest date on whgch he can submit
the same to Government. The September abstract should be continued.

(Trué Extract.) §

)

Signed J. F. PRICE
et Chief ;S'ecr’etary.
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Reap—also the following papers : —

From F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Accountant-General to the Govern-
ment of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St.
George, Tth August 1895, No. 143—1.B.E.

With reference to G.0., dated 24th July 1895, No. 544, Financial, I have the
honour to state that I have as yet.received no requests for figures from special depart-
ments In accordance with the orders given in paragraph 5 of G.0., No. 256, but to
minimize the delay )

I am furnishing such departments with the figures this month.
2. I request that T ma

y ; ¥ be informed as to the principles upon which Government
desire the details under land revenue to be re-classified.

views upon the subject, I will arrange the changes in commu

3. With reference to the Government’
fully point out that it is absolutely
accounts are finally closed in Dece

If they have no present
nication with the Board.
s request for final figures, I would respect-
impossible to furnish final figures before the
imts mber, but I can and will ‘render the statement of
Provincial accounts more intelligible by incorporating (instead of showing separately)
the corrective entries which have actual ly been made up to date of despatch. I have

also hopes that the memorandum which shows further possible alterations will in
future years be smaller.

From R. NATHAN, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of
India, Finance and Commerce Department (Accounts and Finance—
Estimates and Accounts), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of
Madras, dated Simla, the 9th August 1855, No. 3833-A.

I am directed to refer to your letter No. 257, dated 19th March 1895, with
which you forwarded a copy of the Proceedings of the Government of Madras of the
same date, No. 256, reviewing the Provincial accounts of the year 1893-94.

2. In your second paragraph you invite the special attention of the Government
of India to the inconvenience arising from the numerous adjustments permitted after
the closure of the final accounts, and request that the wishes of the Madras Govern-

ment in regard to the restriction of adjustments and transfer entries within the
narrowest possible limit may be acceded to.

3. In reply T am to say that the Governor-General in Council desires to consult
as far as possible the convenience of the Madras Government in this matter.
observe that it is essential that the final accounts of the Goovernment of India, namely,
the Finance and Revenue accounts, should be as correct and complete as it is practi-
cable to make them, and therefore, that it is not possible to entertain a proposal to
abstain from making further entries after the ¢ March final ”” accounts are made up
in August, and before the central accounts have been closed, with a view to render
the local accounts prepared in August really final. It is, however, for consideration
whether the local accounts canmnot be rendered more complete before the date of their
closing, in order that the number of subsequent entries may be reduced.

These entries arise chiefly in the following ways :—

() in settlement of outstandings in exchange accounts with other account
officers, a process part of which arises upon, and therefore must follow,
the ¢ March final ” account ;

(0) in rectification of errors of classification, ete., discovered in the Account-
ant-General’s Office when writing the Appropriation Report; .

(¢) in rectification of errors discovered in the Comptroller-General’s office ; and

(d) in annual adjustments, eg., of survey expenditure and others, which
cannot be made up until the ¢ March final ” account is elosed.

4. Adjustments and corrections of this nature are all essential for the purpose of
the Finance and Revenue accounts of the Government of India and could not be
omitted without seriously affecting their completeness and accuracy. The Govern-
ment of India however believe that if more careful attention were given to the matter,
some, at least, of these entries could be made before the local accounts are closed.

I am to
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Orper—dated 26th August 1895, No. 623, Financial.

The Government did not intend that absolutely . no corrective entries should be
made after the submission of the “ final accounts” of the 10th August, but desired
that the accounts should be scrutinised by heads of departmentsand all errors rectified,
as far as possible, before that date. The check by heads of departments of the ¢ final
accounts ” after August will not answer the purpose. Heads of departments should

| work on the preliminary accounts and endeavour to carry out all corrections before

| the 1st August. The Accountant-General will in future bring to the notice of

| Government any cases in which adjustments, which could have been avoided by the

| observance of these orders have been necessitated, as well as instances in which adjust-

\ ments brought to book subsequent to March could, with due care on the part of heads
of departments, have been carried out before that date.

2. The details under I, Land Revenue,should be re-classified in consultation with
the Board of Revenue.

|

; 3. Intermediate statements of corrective entries need not be furnished to Govern-
{ ment between August and December. It will suffice if the final accounts submitted in

: December, under Imperial, Provincial and Local, contain the latest information

erw LAY available. e

g e 4. The consolidated abstract containing the March final accounts corrected up to

L 10th August only, will not be of any use to Government, as it will not embody the

latest figures of the year. Its submission to Government may ‘therefore be discon-
tinued. It will suffice if the Accountant-General takes steps to incorporate the latest
figures in the column of actuals in the volume of the civil estimates submitted on the
15th January.

5. No details are required in the monthly accounts, as is apparently supposed by
the Government of India in paragraph 6 of its letter read above.

6. The transactions of the Public Works Department are now reported to
Government in full detail about the same time that the monthly accounts are received
from the Accountant-General.

7. The Accountant-General will be requested to endeavour to include all adjust-
ments, with the exception of that on account of Fores¢ Surveys, in the final accounts of
August, and the Government expects heads of departments to co-operate in the matter
by avoiding the necessity for corrections after that date.

———

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Revenue Department.

,, the Public Works Department.

,, all Heads of Departments under Chief Secretary-
,, the Accountant-General.

Exd J- P, Oliver.
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No. 33833-A.
GOVERNMENT OF -INDIA.

FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT
ACCOUNTS axp FINANCE.
Estimates and Accounts.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY 17O THE GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS,
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Stmla, the gth August 1895.

I AM directed to refer to vour letter No. 254, dated 19th March 1895
o ! ;5 ) : A/ > 95,
with which you forwarded a copy of the proceedings of the Government of Mad-

' ras of the same date, No. 236, reviewing the Provincial accounts of the year

1893-94.

2. In your second paragraph you invite the special attention of the Govern-
ment of India to the inconvenience arising from the numerous adjustments
permitted after the closure of the final accounts, and request that the wishes
of the Madras Government in regard to the restriction of adjustments and transfer
entries within the narrowest possible limit may be acceded to.

3. Inreply [ am to say that the Governor General in Council desires to con-
sult as far as possible the convenience of the Madras Government in this matter.
[ am to observe that it is essential that the finai accounts of the Govern-
ment of India, namely the Finance and Revenue Accounts jleady-alluded-uto,
should be as correct and complete as it is practicable to make them, and there-
fore, thatit is not possible to entertain, a proposal to abstain from making
further entries after the * March final” accounts are made up in August, and
before the central accounts have been closed, with a view to render the local
accounts prepared in August really final. It is, however, for consideration
whether the local accounts cannot be rendered Iwete before the wdate
of their closing, in order that the number of subsequent entries may be reduced.

These entries arise chiefly in the following ways :—

(a) in settlement of outstandings in exchange accounts w.th other
account officers, a process part of which arises upon, and therefore
must follow, the  March final ” account ; 4

(b) in rectification of errors of classification, etc., discoveredin the Ac-
countant General’s Office when writing the Appropriation Report;

(¢) inrectification of errors discovered in the Comptroller General's Office ;

_and

(d) in annual adjustments, e.g., of survey expenditure and others, which
cannot be made up until the “ March final "’ account is closed.

4. Adjustments and corrections of this nature are all essential for the purpose
of the Finance and Revenue Accounts of the Government of India and could not
be omitted without seriously affecting their completeness and accuracy. The
Government of India however believe that if more careful attention were given
to the matter, some, at least, of these entries could be made before the local
accounts are closed. It. is also considered that the Government of Madras
are perhaps put to some unnecessary inconvenience by reason of the practice,

which it is understood prevails in the Madras Accounts Office, in accordance with §
which the Accountant General, after rendering his final accounts to the Local

Government, submits a memorandum showing the probable further adjustments,
which again is followed by batches of entries which are not progressively con-
solidated. The result is that the Local Government are themselves obliged to
make up the corrected account on the receipt of each batch of entries.

¢. The Governor General in Council accordingly proposes to instruct the
Comptroller General to issue stringent orders to all Account Offices, that any
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adjustments and corrections that can possibly be made before the “ March final ”
accounts are closed, should be included in those accounts; and further that they
should incorporate in a progressive account the corrections due to the Journal
Entries which they subsequently communicate to the Local Governments.

His Excellency in Council trusts that these orders will materially lessen the
difficulties at present experienced by the Government of Madras.

6. In your third paragraph you state that the Consolidated Abstract
of Receipts and Disbursements (Article 1065 of the Civil Account Code)
is the only source of information regarding actuals available to the Madras Gov-
ernment, and that it would be a great convenience if full details were incorpor-
ated in it as in the Civil Estimates. With reference to this proposal, I am to say
that the Government of India doubt whether it is necessary, that the. compilation
of the monthly accounts rendered to the Local Government should be in the same
detail as in the Civil Estimates, and fear that the proposed elaboration would
throw considerable additional work on the Account Office. If, however, the
Government of Madras consider further details necessary, the Accountant Gen-
eral will be instructed to comply with their wishes as far as may be possible. It is
understood that the question is in course of settlement in direct communication
between the Accountant General and the Madras Government.

7. You request in the fourth paragraph of your letter that orders may be
issued in view to the following transactions being embodied in the copies of the
final accounts submitted to the Madras Govgrnment :—

(i) Receipts and charges of the Public Works and Railway Departments.

(i) Adjustments on account of Forest surveys and intersst on Provincial:

Loans and Advances. .
8. With regard to the first of these proposals, I am to pomt out that the

¥

details of the Public Works transactions form no part of, and cannot under ..

the existing process of accounting be incorporated in, the Accountant General’s
accounts and should be obtained from the Examiners of Accounts in the
Public Works Department who, it should be remarked do not render th.elr
accounts to the Civil Accountant General. It would be dangerous to authorize
the Accountant General to make up, as an account, a sitatement not compiled
by the regular process of accounting.

g. With reference to the second proposal regarding adjustments on account
of Forest Surveys and Provincial Loans and Advances, Iam to say that the Gov-
ernment of India consider that the Accountant General should be able to make
most of the annual adjustments (such, for instance, as those for the interest on
the Provincial Advance and Loan Account and for the supply of Stamps and
Stationery) by the 10th August, the date for closing the final accounts. The ad-
justment of the survey expenditure cannot however be made by that date, as
the distribution among the several Provinces and the necesssary adjustments
must be deferred until the accounts of the Comptroller, India Treasuries, for
March final have been made up, and the total survey charges to be brought
on his books ascertained. Lele

I have the honour to, be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

et

Offg. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Copy forwarded to the Comptroller General for information and such further

action as may be necessary.
Copy also forwarded to the Accountant-General, Madras, for information

and guidance. '
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : — .
G.0., dated 19th March 1895, Nos. 256, 257, Financial.

ApstracT.—Passing orders on the Provincial accounts for 1893-94, and forwarding, with
remarks, copy of the Proceedings to the Government of India.

G.0., dated 24th July 1895, No. 54, Financial. A, .

Read—the following letter from F. 0. HARRISON, Esq, Officiating Accountant-
General to the Government of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, dated Fort 8t. George, 5th June 1895, No. 87-1LB.E:—

1 have the honour to observe that T gather from paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 256,
Financial, dated the 19th March 1895, that the Government are desirous that the
details given in the sonsolidated abstract should more closely correspond to those
given in the budget. T have been through both and find that there are many details
in the budget that are not to be found in the other. These cases fall naturally into
three classes : Those in which it is more or less clear that details should be given;
g>condly, doubtful cases; and, shirdl , those 1n which so great detail is undesirable. I
will commence upon the first-class of cases. My references are to the budget, but will

not, always be completely intelligible, Werence is also made to the consolidated

abstract. ‘

I-A. Revenue, page 28. Detailed Accounts D.E.F—I will introduce the details
under local into the consolidated abstract.

Page 97 .— Detailed Account XXHEA; Local Fund Act of 1884.—I will intro-
duce all the details. X .

Ezpenditure— Land Revenue, page 33, Detailed Accouni No. 3-A.—I propose to
give the following details under establishments : —

Taluk Sheristadars and Head Accountants.
(lerks and servants.
_ Village establishments. /
Stamps, page 45, Detailed Account No/8-B.—1 will give—
>" Presidency Town— >

~ Establishments l ~ .

Discount on sale.

Contingencies. —
District chargés—
- Discount.
- Contingencies. 4
Assessed tazes, ﬁ ¢ 49, Detailed Account LY. 10-4.—I will give—

~ Salaries. 5
Establishments.
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General Administratio . ; TR
o j” Establiz’h {t)laéqlft:ﬁ Detailed Account No. 18- K.—1I will give—

Collectors’.
District Boards’.
Taluk Boards’.
Panchayat offices.
Allowances.

Supplies and Services.
Contingencies,

Educati . ;
Lt thec‘g ;go;,eﬁage 92, Detailed Account No. 22-B.—Local.—1 will give the heads

P —I wi !
Bchoolsc.t,g,es 96 and 97.—I will separate * Madras-i-Azam” and * other secondary

Page 99, Detailed Account No. 92-F.—1T wi i i

" 0. 22-FE—1 will under ¢ Local ” give more details ;
at present the whole expenditure is lumped together in the coxfsolidagtlec;3 abstract. :
: P — ) v ST e :
ik ail.g’e 104.—Detanled Account No. 22- (.—Similarly T will give more details under

Pages 11 : . :
Presid:gg; Hgs;intglsl.lz’ Medical—Detailed Account No. 24-B.—1 will separate the

Pages 115 and 118
details under  Local.”

Pa Y ; ¢ 3
from tﬁlg inlilegl’- (ﬁi?ded Account No. 25-C.—I will separate the Resident’s charges

s Detailed Accounts No.24-B. and C.—I1 will give further

o 21; ‘_1.632 71135D a"'1112g, Scz'mt{)ic and other Minor Departments. Detailed Account
. —I will give further details under museum and observatories.

Page 13 itori 3 : sHio : 1
S dg'z:ﬂle d2; cg)e;;ztt%zzz g,?fiAl.’olztzcal Pensions.—1I will give the details by families

distinlgllg:hleﬁ?’ Detailed Account No. 32-A., Miscellaneous.—The donations will be

Page 144, Detailed Acoount No. 32-.—More details will be given under « Tocal™

Page 146, Civil Works— : icipal
works will be (’listinguish(;if.s Detailed Account No, 45-A.—Agency and mumicip

Page 147, Detailed Account No, 45-B.—More details will be given under ¢ Local.”

_ I'nmow come to the second or doubtf a reasons for placing cases in
this category are given against each g:sel.ﬂ Sﬂ)nﬁitim%g it 18 bocause%he details seem
out of proportion to their pecuniary or other importance ; cometimes because the
details are readily available from departmental compilations (and can be checked 1
their totals by my books); and sometimes because the labour imposed upon my office
may be considered to be out of proportion to the importance of the details. In eaih
of these cases and those of the third-class I request that I may be favoured with the

views of Government. hat

I1. Land Revenue, page 6, Detailed Account No- 1-4.—(a) 1 undfrst(gcng\ft :B
formerly these details were botix in the abstract and budget. bt Zzut when it
the Board did not require them. They were reintroduced into the bu rge t of the
was amplified. It is now for decision whether the dotails should Be G77"
budget or given in the abstract.

(b) Excise, page 9, Detailed Aceount No- ;
spirits " are comf)licated,, and if etheyczz; introduced into my books, will be t';le ca;;s;
of very numerous transfer entries to bring the details upon my b?oksl 'mdo‘ ever
accord with departmental figures. On the other hand the amount involved 18 very

large.

(¢) Registration, page 14, Detailed Account No.
budget seems very great, but the amount is considerable.
middle course practicable ?

V-A.—The details under ¢ Country

X.A.—THere the detail in the
Is any, and if so, what

96ra Aveust 1895, No. 623, FiNaNCIAL. 3
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(d) Law and Justice, page 19, Detailed Account No. X V1-B.—The amount
involved is somewhat considerable, but it may be troublesome to give the details
correctly. Possibly Government does not particularly require them.

(€) Secientific_and other Minor Departments, page 22, Detailed Account No.
X XI-B.—The details given are not in the abstract. Perhaps the two principal heads
< sale of febrifuge’’ and “ sale of quinine ” might be separately shown.

(f) Erpenditure, Land Revenue, page 40, Detailed Account No. 3-F.—The
amount seems very large, but I do not know whether there would be any difficulty in
distinguishing the various kinds of village establishments. The other items are
insignificant.

171. T now come to the class where further detail seems clearly undesirable.

(a) Scientific and other Minor Departments, page 23, Detailed Account No. XXI-E.
—1t can hardly be worthwhile to separate each kind of examination in our accounts.

(b) XXV, Miscellancous, page 25—Detuiled Account No. XX V-B.—This detail
can if necessary be furnished at any time and is not of importance.

(¢) General Admimistration, page 63—Detailed Account No.18-4.— Translators’
Department.—1 see no use in posting separately the expenditure according to the
various translators.

(d) Medical, page 118.— Detailed Account No. 24 -B.—The expenditure on dis-
pensaries is severally very small : the separation of it would be very troublesome.

(e) Political, page 191— Detailed Account No. 25-A.—There appears to be no
sufficient reason for showing the details in the budget.

Scientific and other Minor Departments, poge 126—Detailed Account
No. 26-FE.—The separation in the accounts seems quite unnecessary.

The details mentioned as desirable in the first-class will throw a considerable
amount of extra work upon my office, and I may find 1t necessary (particularly if
further details are required)to ask for an addition to my establishment for the
purpose.

If Government desire any of the changes to _be' intyoduced into the accounts of
1894-95, I request that I may receive an early intimation of such a wish pending a
fuller reply.

——————

Order—dated 24th July 1895, No. 544, F inancial.

His Excellency the Governor in Council considers that the Accountant-General
should exercise his own discretion in regard th the details to be inserted in the con-
solidated abstracts. Every endeavour should, however, be made to bring the details
in the Accountant-General’s books into exact accord with departmental figures under
all heads. At the same time the Government has no desire to increase the work in
the Accountant-General’s office to such an extent as to necessitate an addition to his
establishment.

9. Diversities in the classification of details tend to confusion, chiefly in the

accounts of officers of special departments, €.7.; the Government Epigraphist, Superin-
tendent, Archsological Survey, &c. In this connection attention is drawn to the

remarks in paragraph 4 of G.()., dated 19th March 1895, No. 257 (page 9).

3. The details under I, Land Revenue should be reclassified in the consolidated
abstracts.

4. No further details under Local Funds were contemplated.

5. The consolidated abstract for March as now submitted does not contain the
final figures of the year. The Accountant-General will be requested to report whether
he can make arrangements for furnishing an abstract with this information in lieu of
the present March abstract and to state the earliest date on which he can submit
the same to Government. The September abstract should be continued.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.
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Resap—also the following papers : —

From F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Accountant-General to the Govern=-
ment of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St.
George, Tth August 1895, No. 143 —L.B.E.

With reference to G.0., dated 24th July 1895, No. 544, Financial, I have the
honour to state that T have as yet received no requests for figures from special depart-
ments in accordance with the orders given in paragraph 5 of G.0., No. 256, but to
minimize the delay I am furnishing such departments with the figures this month.

; 2. T request that I may be informed as to the principles upon which Government
d’gsu'e the details under land revenue to be re-classified. If they have no present
views upon the subject, I will arrange the changes in communication with the Board.

3. With reference to the Government’s request for final figures, I would respect-
fully point out that it is absolutely impossible to furnish final figures before the
acconnts are. finally closed in December, but I can and will render the statement of
Provincial accounts more intelligible by incorporating (instead of showing separately)
the corrective entries which have aotuélly been made up to date of despatch. I have
also hopes that the memorandum which shows further possible alterations will in
future years be.smaller. .

PR

From R. NATHAN, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of
India, Finance and Commerce Department (Accounts and Finance—
Estimates and Accounts), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of

vMadras, dated Simla, the 9th August 1895, No. 3833-A.

T am directed to refer to your letter No. 957, dated 19th March 1895, with
which you forwarded a copy of the Proceedings of the Government of Madras of the
same date, No. 256, reviewing the Provincial accounts of the year 1893-94.

2. In your second paragraph you invite the special attention of the quernment
of India to the inconvenience arising from the numerous adjustments permitted after
the closure of the final accounts, and request that the wishes of the Madras Govern-
ment in regard to the restriction of adjustments and transfer entries within the
narrowest possible limit may be acceded to.

3. In reply I am to say that the Governor-General in Couneil desires to consult
as far as possible the convenience of the Madras Government in this matter. I am to
observe that it is essential that the final accounts of the Grovernment of India, namely,
the Finance and Revenue accounts, should be as correct and complete as it is practi-
cable to make them, and therefore, that it is not possible to entertain a proposal fo
abstain from making further entries after the ¢ March final ”’ accounts are made up
in August, and before the central accounts have been closed, with a view to render
the local accounts prepared in August really final. It is, however, for consideration
whether the local accounts cannot be rendered more complete before the date of their
closing, in order that the number of subsequent entries may be reduced.

These entries arise chiefly in the following ways:—

(a) in settlement of outstandings in exchange accounts with other account
officers, a process part of which arises upon, and therefore must follow,
the *¢ Marech final ” account ; d

(b) in rectification of errors of classification, ete., discovered in the Acecount-
ant-General’s Office when writing the Appropriation Report ;

(¢) in rectification of errors discovered in the Comptroller-General’s office ; and

(d) in annual adjustments, eg., of survey expenditure and others, which
cannot be made up until the ¢ March final ”” account is closed.

4. Adjustments and corrections of this nature are all essential for the purpose of
the Finance and Revenue accounts of the Government of India and could not be
omitted without seriously affecting their completeness _and aceuracy. The Govern-
ment of India however believe that if more careful attention were given to the matter,
gome, at least, of these entries could be made before the local accounts are closed.
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It is also considered that the Government of Madras

unnecessary inconvenience by reason of the practice, whic?lr?t igelfﬁggistggg toresv?alirig
in the Madras Accounts Office, in accordance with which the Accountant-(general
after_rendermg his final accounts to the local Government, submits a memorandun;
showing the probable further adjustments, which again i’s followed bv batches of
entries which are not progressively consolidated. The result is that ch Local Gov-
ernment are themselves obliged to make up the corrected account h '
each batch of entries. ount on the receipt of

5. The Governor-General in Council accordin )
troller-Gene.yra,l to issue stringent orders*to all Accogllyntpg;ggzzs ;flall? if;uc'; (’;he gomlt)'
and corrections that can possibly be' made before the ¢ Maréh final ” i ;n =
closed, should be included in those accounts; and further that they sho ul(f(fcolm 8 aze
in a progressive account the corrections due to the Journal %} i nillc_olrlpom e
subsequently communicate to the local Governments. ntries which they

His Excellency in Council trusts that these ord i i
difficulties at present experienced by the Government :fri\/[v;(lilx!asmatemany G

6. In your third paragraph you state that the Consoli 1
and Disbursements (Article 1065 of the Civil Aceountsgo(tiiaege%s Atll)xsetrzgtly()fsf){s:gelspg

information regarding actuals available to the Madra i

be a great convenience if full details were incorporat:dGi(I)lv?tH;?fl? t':t,hzngi t?la]t? iy
With ref?rgnce to this proposal, I am to say that the Government va dj'smgatel?.
whether it is necessary, that the compilation of the monthly accounts g dIl ']Z Ouht
local Government should be in the same detail as in the Civil Fstirent ™ fioft -
that the proposed elaboration would throw considerable additi(;n lma GS,kan the
Account Office. If, however, the (Rovernment of Madras consideraf wto}:' (Zin e
necessary, the Accountant-General will be instructed to comply with tllllr' el hetaIISl
far as may be possible. It is understood that the question is iP;}(rzour f eu"c INlS i
direct communication between the Accountant-General and the Madiis?(}?)evﬁxslrﬁleen:tm

7. You request in the fourth paragraph of your lett,

- - &, t 7 I

in view to thg following transactions being embodiederinhf::theorc(:i: i ma}f bﬁ ls;m:li
accounts submitted to the Madras Government :— Pifs, e

(i) Receipts and charges of the Public Works and Rail
(i1) Adjustments on account of Forest surveys and ?;izr?s‘:p %;r;mlt)ants.' 1
Loans and Advances. rovincia

8. With regard to the first of these proposals, T am to poi i
of the Public Works transactions form I;m ppart ’of, a.nd0 (?a(gﬁgt%lﬁdé?aﬁ}fg Z};iii?ﬂs
process of accounting be incorporated in, the Accountant-General’s accounts ;ﬁg
should be obtained from the Examiners of Accounts in the Public Works Department
who, it should be remarked, do not render their accounts to the Civil Acg:)untant-
General. It would be dangerous to authorize the Accountant-General to make u
as an account, a statement not compiled by the regular process of accounting. 2

9. With reference to the second proposal regarding adjustments on account of
Forest surveys and Provincial Loans and Advances, I am to say that the Government
of India consider that the Accountant-General should be able to make most of the annual
adjustments (such, for instance, as those for the interest on the Provincial Advance
and Loan Account and for the supply of Stamps and Stationery) by the 10th August
the date for closing the final accounts. The adjustment of the survey expendituré
cannot, however, be made by that date, as the distribution among the several Provinces
and the necessary adjustments must be deferred until the accounts of the Comptroller
India Treasuries, for March final have been made up, and the total survey charges tc;
be brought on his books ascertained.

Copy forwarded to the Comptroller-General for information and such further

action as may be necessary.
Copy also forwarded to the Accountant-General, Madras, for information and

guidance.
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Orper—dated 26th August 1895, No. 623, Financial.

The Government did not intend that absolutely no corrective entries should be
made after the submission of the * final accounts ” of the 10th August, but desired
that the accoqnts should be scrutinised by heads of departmentsand aTl errors rectified,
as far as possible, before that date. The check by heads of departments of the ¢ final
accounts ”’ after August will not answer the purpose. Heads of departments should
work on the preliminary accounts and endeavour to carry out all corrections before
the lst August. The Accountant-General will in future bring to the notice of
Government any cases in which adjustmentsgwhich could have been avoided by the
ohservance of these orders have been necessitated,as well as instances in which adjust-
ments brought to book subsequent to March could, with due care on the part of heads
of departments, have been carried out before that date.

2. The details under I, Land Revenue, should be re-classified in consultation with
.the Board of Revenue.

3. Intermediate statements of corrective entries need not be furnished to Govern-
ment between August and December. It will suffice if the Jinal accounts submitted in

Dec_ember, under Imperial, Provincial and Local, contain the latest information
available.

4. The consolidated abstract containing the March final accounts corrected up to
10th August only, will not be of any use to Government, as it will not embody the
l?,test figures of the year. Its submission to Government may therefore be discon-
tinued. It will suffice if the Accountant-General takes steps to incorporate the latest

figures in the column of actuals in the volume of the ecivil estimates submitted on the
15th January.

5. No details are required in the monthly accounts, as is apparently supposed by
the Government of India in paragraph 6 of its letter read abovg.p g

6. The transactions %of the Public Works Department are now Wfreported to

Government in full detail about the same time that the monthly accounts are received
from the Accountant-General.

7. The Accountant-General will be requested to endeavour to include all adjust-
ments, with the exception of that on account of Forest Surveys, in the final accounts of
August, and the Government expects heads of departments to co-operate in the matter
by avoiding the necessity for corrections after that date.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Revenue Department,.
» the Public Works Department,

»» all Heads of Departments under Chief Secretary.
,» the Accountant-General.

b

Exd, J- P. Oliver.
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List showing the distribution of the Proceedings of Government

dated 28 W /594  No 823

g

L
A Revenue Department / ..
Public Works Department - - /
Military I :
t 5
‘. ( Honorable the Chief Justice with C.1u 74
%  Inspector-General of Police " b ..q30
\ \ 0. of Prisons .. 90
Do. of Registration iy o
. | Chief Presidency Magistrate ./ o
= Commissioner of Police A A e
5 { Judges of the Madras Court of S(mall Causes .. ey
= Advocate-General ° . 4 il
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