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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, Laxp RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Resorurion—dated Ist November 1894, No. 460.

The Board resolves to forward to the Bxaminer of Public Works Accounts, in
continuation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 6th October 1894, No. 418, the annexed
statement showing the financial results of irrigation under the Cauvery anikat system
for fasli 1308 (1893-94). This being the year of the introduction of the new settle-
ment, the accounts were submitted by the Tahsildars long after the due date, the last
batch of them having been received only on the 10th October 1894. The Board has
not been able to have these accounts completely checked, especially with reference to
the classification of the mew survey ficlds for the purposes of these accounts into
usual wet, dry converted into wet, waste brought in, &c., but as the consolidated state-
ments are urgently required by the Examiner of Public Works Accounts, they are
herewith forwarded. A detailed examination of the accounts will, however, be made
hereafter and revised figures furnished, if necessary.

9. Some difficulty has been folt in consequence of the mew settlement, in
apportioning the consolidated wet assessment between ¢]and” and *“ water ” and in
determining the amount to be credited to old sources of irrigation. /s regards the
first point, the usual method followed in the case of settled districts is to credit to
«]land ”’ the amount calculated at the dry rate appropriate to the class and sort of soil
assigned to the land as wet. A difficulty is, however, felt in pursuing this course
in Tanjore owing to the fact that a very large area of the delta is overlaid by deposits
of alluyium from the Cauvery and has accordingly been classified in the alluvial
series. The alluvial classification is applicable to dry lands as well as to wet
lands, but as the major portion of the Cauvery delta owes its deposits to the Cauvery
jrrigation channels and would, without these channels, receive no alluvial deposits,
the alluvial classification is inapplicable to these lands, if they are treated as dry, and *
it is difficult to say whether the substratum of soil below the alluyial deposits is clay

or—as in many cases it undoubtedly is—sand.
3. Under the above circumstunces, the Board considers that an average rate based

on that prevailing in the neighbouring districts and in the dry lands of Tanjore itself
should be taken as representing the assessment due to land in the irrigated tracts of
the Tanjore delta. The average dry rate for the whole district, including the special
rates of Rs.7 and  per acre canctioned for the ¢ Padugai” lands, is only Rs. 1-6-0
per acre, and the average dry rates in the neighbouring districts of South Arcot and

Trichinopoly are shown in the margin.

South Arcot Rf ; ‘g 1>2. The Board would accordingly adopt the
Trichinopoly  .eo =~ ses o+ 015 5 existing average rate of Rs. 1-8-0 an

acre, as sufficiently high for determining
the portion of the wet assessment to be credited to land.” At this rate, the
total irrigation revenue would amount to Rs. 87,72,910.

4. Next, as regards the revenue due to old sources, this was fixed once for all
at Rs. 23,65,000 under G.0., dated 18th July 1890, No. 525 I. But as the revision
of the rates of assessment has considerably enhanced the share due to *“ water ” on all
wet lands, and this increase is properly creditable as well to old sources as to new
iirigation, sinee its accrual is due to a general rise in prices affecting the produce of
old equally with new irrigation, it is necessary that the amount fixed as a standard
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