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28t Marcm 1895, No. 283, FINANCIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From C. J. WEIR, Es'q., Acting Agent to the Governor in Ganjdm, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Camp, Deegi, 29th January 1895, R.C.
No. 378-Ag.

With reference to the remarks in G.0., No. 2089, Judicial, dated 29th August
1894, I have the honour to report that the question of transferring the charge of the
Kalingia ghit road to the Agency officers was laid before the district board at the
meeting held in December and the members were unanimously of opinion that the
transfer should be made. A copy of their resolution is herewith forwarded.

2. In the above-quoted order, Government requests that T should formulate m
proposals in greater detail. I would refer Government to my letter, R.T.C. No. 7-Ag.,
dated 31st January 1894, in which my reasons for proposing the transfer are given.

I have a few days back gone over this ghdt road myself. Itis still in very bad
order indeed and is just barely passable for laden carts. In October 1893 an esti-
mate for Rs. 3,430 for putting the ghit in order was prepared by the Civil Agency
Sub-divisional Officer and sent to me by the Superintending Engineer ; as the ghit
was under the charge of the local fund board, nothing could be done. Rs. 1,200 odd
were spent on the road last year, but I think it probable that, in spite of this, quite as
large a sum would now be wanted to put the ghit in decent repair, as last season’s
rains have washed and cut into the road in many places. I think it is desirable that

the Public Works Department be instructed to prepare a fresh estimate.

3. Asregards the amount required for yearly upkeep of the ghit I can give no
reliable estimate. The ght is, however, a steep one and the rainfall heavy, so I think
Rs. 300 a mile would probably not be an excessive amount for keeping it in decent
order.

4. The boundary between the Agency and ordinary tracts proposed by
Mr. Elphinstone and approved by Government crosses the ghdt just about half-way
up ; the rest of the ghdt lies in reserved forests. It benefits only indirectly the in-
habitants within the local fund area and its upkeep is, I consider, properly a Provincial

charge. e

The importance to the maliahs of keeping the ghat in repair can hardly be over-
estimated. It is at present the only route by which carts can ascend, and if it is
allowed to deteriorate further, the money which has been, and is being, spent by
Government on the roads and bridges above ghit will be in a great measure thrown
away. The finances of the district board do not permit of any attempt being at
present made by that body to put the ghéf into repair. ' TR

I propose therefore that the road from mile 67 (7.c., from Berhampur) be trans-

ferred to the Agenec ofﬁcers. B
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Exrracr from the Proceedings of the District Board, Ganjém, at a meeting held on Saturday, the
15th December 1894, at 2 p.u., in the Collector’s office at Chatrapur.

» * *

9. Read letter from the Agent to the Governor, Ganjém, R.C. No. 378-Ag., dated 10th
November 1894, stating that he has recommended to Government to transfer the Kalingia ghét
road, being miles 67 to 71 of the main road from Berhampur to Balliguda, from the charge of the
district board to that of the Agency Department together with a contribution from local funds if
necessary as that portion of road is the only source of wheel traffic into the Agency tracts, and
requesting to inform him if the district board has any objection for the proposed transfer with its

usual maintenance grant.
Resolution.—The district board approve of the Agent’s proposal.

* *

* * - - *

—

No. 4578.

Communicated to the Agent to the Governor in Ganjam for information.

(Signedy  C.J. WEIR,

CHATRAPUR,
President, District Bourd, Ganjam.

94th December 1893.

Orpre— dated 28th March 1895, No. 283, Financial.

The Government has no objection to the proposed transfer of the Kalingia ghit
road to the Agency Department, and the Public Works Department will be requested
to prepare the fresh plans and estimates required by the Agent.

9. The initial cost of repairing the road will apparently be under Rs. 4,000, and
the annual maintenance grant will amount to Rs. 800 from Provincial revenues and
Rs. 400 from local funds.

8. The question of funds will be considered after the plan

been accepted.

¢ and estimates have

(True Extract.)
J. F. PRICE,
Chlief Secretary.

To the Agent to the Governor, Ganjam.
,, Public Works De rtment.

Looal and Municipal Department.
Judicial Department.
Accoyntant-General.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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