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that the amount already derived from this source, aided by fancy bazaars, conce i
performances, &c., is already considerable and barely suﬂioeg’ to ke};p up iw’ith thertZHIPl't?laétr;?;
constantly increasing expenditure of the hospital, and that the raising of the comparativel
large additional sum of Rs. 3,000 for the special purpose of extension of buildingsjeannot b);
hoped for without imperilling the precarious hespital income from these sources. The followin
figures will showdt:,ile y_ear}{y m.creasiﬁlghnumbers relieveddat the thospital? and the consequen%;
increasing expenditure in keeping the hospital going, renderin

ing of alig sources of regular ingonia — et e Pt v,

Year. Total

Lo attendance.
s . . .. . .o L L 12889

s ST iy AP e .. 14,318

iggg &4 iq 4 ks oo .. .. 16,687
1894’ . .. .o ) s .o .. .. 18,319
.e .o os .. .. .e .. oo 20,537

3. The committee, however, have all along had in view the raising of a moi
required, viz., Bs. 1,500, by a special appeal to the public as suggested%)y Gov?rﬁﬁgl ﬁf the sum

4. Government further states that the Ootacamund Municipality should i
hospital buildings, as is the case with other munieipalities. I vgouldy point 05{0}‘1’(1;‘1::"13 ntt;]cessar_y
hospital is under different circumstances and is supported in quite a different man atfthls
municipal hospitals on the plains. St. Bartholomew’s Hospital is not a municipal hos itille_r P
charitable hospital supported chiefly by voluntary contributions, and is managed b Pa ; itisa
tative managing committee of twelve local gentlemen and a sub-committee of nine la)(’liegreplI‘fisen_
muricipality took it over, they would have to provide and budget for a large sum of money (R the
9,000 per annum), .w.hlch they doubtless would decline to do, or even, if willing, could ngt( i
at once ; moreover it is very questionable whether it would be for the benefit of the hospital t}});ov}de
municipality should support and manage it. 1f such a change was adopted, the folllt))win e i
be the result, viz.,, the present representative managing committee which meet at th %WO}ﬂd
regularly once a month would cease to exist, and with them the ladies’ sub-commi:te s v
disappear, leaving the management to the municipal council (composed largely of nativ e would
certainly would not trouble themselves to meet at the hospital monthly and take thes), who
benevolent interest in the welfare of the institution that the existing volunta commigt g
The present chief sources of' income, such as voluntary contributions, fancy bazaars ees do.
theatrical entertainments, * Hospital Sundays” in the various places of worshi véo?ﬁr(licerts,
disappear ; the promoters of entertainments and collections now got up in aid of the ]f(; ital s
transfer them to some other charitable object, as they would naturally consider :Eata e
hospital was the property of the municipality it was the business of that corporation to i
it. Such a change would, I think, be detrimental to the best interests of the hospital. support

5. T would now emphasize the urgent need for the immediate extension of ing-i

: : L y the lying-
ward. The following figures show the considerable increase in number of lyi -'0 g
modated during the last five years, viz,.— S it s o i

Year. Lying-in
1850 %
T R S Wi SRR . LS TN, SO 13%
R bl AR RO T
Y £ RS o T s T RN Py gg
T R : U o

6. An increase of 222 per cent. since 1890. Such an increas ink, i i
but it has a very regrettable drawback if accommodation does not lz’egptgz:;’v;istﬁe:}{e ;atl?if::t? b
for relief ; and thishas been exemplified during the past year by the fact that we havepgad thizz
cases of puerperal fever amongst lying-in patients, the appearance of which fatal disease has been
doubtless influenced by want of sufficient accommodation, the constant occupation of the small
lying-in Wa‘rds,-'and defective @rainage behind those wards, which defects are removeable by th
proposed lying-in ward extension and drainage scheme, which I have submitted to the Suryeo :
General in foregoing correspondence on this subject. It is almost an impossibility to restricgt tlrll-
number of lying-in women to the extremely limited existing accommodation, as the women a .
bro%g}_lt to hospli':al When aﬁttéally in labour, often in an advanced condition ’and sometimes irs
conditions requiring immediate operative assistance ; s ’ issi
s oe Overct;owding, P ; such cases cannot be refused admission, even

7. Neither the hospital funds nor the municipality can be looked to to furni
sary funds for the proposed alterations; if, then, Gozernment will not g?vc;inlzhr::t‘ii?le-ﬁs-
admissions of lymg-in women must be greatly restricted and many applications refused. i

99xp MarcH 1895; No. 264, FiNnaNciaL. 3
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8. T would again give prominence to the fact that Government is only asked for the
comparatively insignificant sum of Rs. 1,500 towards the work, being half the amount of the
estimate, the hospital committee undertaking to raise the other moiety.

9. The Honorable the Chief Secretary during the conversation above referred to expressed
a desire to havo an interview with the Surgeon-General on the subject of a re-consideration by
Government of their decision in the matter of the grant asked for, and stated that he would return

to Madras on Monday, the 21st instant.

Orprr—dated 22nd March 1895, No. 264, Financial.

Under the circumstances represented in the present communication from the
Surzeon-General, the Government is pleased to sanction, as a special case, a grant of
Rs. 1,500 towards the proposed extension of the lying-in ward of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, Ootacamund. The grant will be met from savings under 45, Civil Works, and
should be drawn before the close of the current official year.

9. The appended statement, which has been prepared from the annual returns of
the civil hospitals and dispensaries in this Presidency, shows that the namber of
patients treated rose from 14,318 in 1891 to 18,319 in 1893 and that, whilst the sub-
scriptions from KEuropeans amounted to Rs. 4,493, Rs. 4,984 and Rs. 5,188 in the years
1891, 1892 and 1893, respectively, those from Natives were aslow as Rs. 169, Rs. 370
and Rs. 294. The attention of the Committee will be drawn to the matter by the
Surgeon-General, in view to greater efforts being made to enlist native support.

(True Extract.)
J. F. PRICE,

Chief Secretary.
To the Surgeon-General.
,, Accountant-General.
,, Local and Municipal Department.
Editors’ Table.
[ Appendix.

Exd. A. Ruaith
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