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9gra Fesruary 1899, No. 290 M., LocaL AND MUNICIPAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers:—

From M.R.Ry. K. S. SRINIVASA PILLAT Avargal, Chairman, Municipal
Coaneil, Tanjore, to the Chief Secretary to Government (through the
Divisional Officer, Tanjore), dated 17th January 1895, M1. No. 50.

Tn forwarding herewith an extract from the proceedings of the municipal council,
Tanjore, dated 91st December 1894, 1 have the honour to submit the following for the

favorable consideration of Government.

9. The Government apparently entertains the opinion that Tanjore is a wealthy
town (vide G.O. dated 30th March 1894, No. 398 M., paragraph 3); but the
council begs to represent that whether the district of Tanjore is rich or not the town
of Tanjore is certainly not in a flourishing condition. This opinion is based on the
actual experience of the councillors who have had ample opportunity of intelligently
observing the condition of the people among whom they live and move. The town 1s
not the centre of any important trade or industry, nor can it boast of being the
residence of even a small number of rich land-holders. The majority of the more
jmportant residence of the town consists of the pensioners and dependants of the royal
family as well as of petty tradesmen whose business has been gradually declining
The council desives a reference to the following extract from the concluding portim;
of paragraph 47, page 26 of volume 13 of the Census report of 1891 in support of

this view i(—

« Tanjore contains 355 fewer inhabitants than in 1881. In 1871 it was i

city in the provinee, in 1881 it stood fifth, and now it has dropped to eighth andﬂlllzst];l:gnlﬁgfs?;
to be the largest town in the district to which it gives its name. Between 1871 and 1881 the
rate of increase was 4°9 per cent. What the population was in the days of its prime I have not
been able to ascertain even approximately, but there can be little doubt that it has declined
since the death of the last Raja in 1855. The existence of a court, even though a titular one
exerts a considerable influence upon the population of the town in which it is held, as it a.ttract;
numbers of all kind.s of professions, and in India still larger numbers of Br;.hma.ns The
dispersion of this miscellaneous mulb itude must have commenced with the death of thc; Raj

and it has evidently been more rapid since the demise of the princess, his successor. The ]il:e,,
of the Tanjore family has now come to an end, and with it has gone a large crowd who depended

on its patronage or its alms. ”

3. Tn spite of these facts, the council has been loyally trying to raise
gional tax topthe amount of Rs. 13,000 mentioned ilz’ G?O.ryNo%’ 398 M., tfil;:egrgi(,)ii
March 1894, though, in comparison with the amounts collected under this head in
Kumbakénam and Negapatam, which are decidedly much wealthier and more impor-
tant, the amount collected here is very high. 2

4. The original estimate on account of the Tanjore water-works was Rupees
4,29,000 (vide G.0., No. 1938 M., dated 5th November 1891), and, in order to meet
the working charges and to provide for the payment of the loan and interest, it was
calculated that a sum of Rs. 32,495 (vide G.O., Mis. No. 1600 M., dated 28th Septem-
ber 1891), should be collected by the council in the shape of additional taxation. The



A~ s e R S A S S A e B P AN A o ~r
e Il 0 % PP e

2 926ra Fesruary 1895, No. 200 M., LocaL ANp MuNICIPAL.

P

council has raised the house-tax and this has given it an increase of Rs. 3,000 a year.
The land-tax has been enhanced by the sum of Rs. 500 a year. The professional tax
as stated above, would give us Rs. 13,000 a year. Finally, the council has resolved to
collect a water-tax which is expected to amount to Rs. 13,070 in round numbers.
The total increase which, by resorting to every possible expedient, the council has
been able to provide for is, therefore, Rs. 29,500, 7.c., about Rs. 3,000 less than the
sum which the council according to the original calculation was bound to find. The
council has exhausted all its resources and is now obliged to throw itself on the mercy

of Government.
5. The position with regard to this question stands thus—

The original estimate of Rs. 4,29,000 was reduced* subsequently toRs.3,77,200

aud, in order to meet the moiety of this

* (3.0, dated 21st Nov. 1892, No. 1923 M. latter sum and its interest, the council has

to pay Rs. 9,750 a year, and the working

charges on account of the water-works are estimated at Rs. 17,964 a year, 7., the

council has to find Rs. 27,714 a year and the council is afraid that, making due allow-

ance for possible deficits in collections and for possible increase in the working charges,

the additional taxation of Rs. 29,500 referred to in the last preceding paragraph

would be barely sufficient to meet its demand in accordance with the revised estimate.

The Government orders marginally noted,

G.0., dated 22nd Sep. 1894, No. 1309 M. however, decide that this revised estimate

w » st Deo. , , 1841M of Rs. 8,77,200 is insufficient and that the

works will cost an additional sum of

Rs. 70,220, and, presuming that the municipality will be called upon to accept one

half of this sum as a loan, the council has passed a resolution to the effect that the

Government should be respectfully requested to relieve it from the payment of any
portion of this sum and to make a present of the whole sum to it.

6. The imposition of any additional taxes being found impossible, as already
explained there are only two modes of adjusting this affair—the Government should
be pleased either to make an absolute giit to the municipality of the whole sum of
Rs. 70,220 above referred to as prayed for by the council, or to reduce the rate of
interest so that the amount of additional taxation which the council is able to realize
fiiay be sufficient to meet the whole of the annual Government demand together with
the working charges. : &

7. The Government will perceive that the council has been obliged to increase
the taxation of the town from about Rs. 66,000 in 1891-92 to Rs. 87,210 in 1895-96
including increases under other items, .¢., by over 51 per cent., and this action of the
counlcil has caused very considerable hardship to and dissatisfaction among the towns-
people.

8. In the circumstances above detailed the council confidently trusts that this
representation will meet with favorable consideration at the hands of Government.

ENCLOSURE.

Extracr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Council, Tanjore, at a special meeting held
at 5 ».m. on Kriday, the 21st December 1894, at the Municipal office, Tanjore.

* * » * *

IL. Read office memorandum regarding provisions required for the Tanjore water-works on
account of the revision of estimates sanctioned by Government.
Read letter No. 2785, dated 6th December 1894, from the Sanitary Engineer, Madras,
requesting to make provision for a loan of Ks. 25,900 and for Government grant for Rs. 25,900.
Resolved that representation be made to Government about the condition of the towns-
eople and the difficulty in raising any additional amount from them for meeting these demands
and that application be made to it for making a grant of the whole amount now required.

L] * Ll * L
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Forwarded. I am afraid that the council has © exhausted its resources ” for the
present at least, and there is no question as to the dissatisfaction existing among the
people. That r,na,y disappear if and when the water-works are proved a success, for I

understand they entertain much doubt on the point.

(Signed) ~ J. THOMSON,

TANJORE, Ag. Collector.

25th January 1895.

e

SRINIVASA PILLAI Avargal, Chairman, Municipal

R.Ry. K. S J
From M to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Tanjore, 2nd

(Council, Tanjore,

February 1895, No. 110.
I have the honour to inform you that the Sanitary Engineer to Government in

his letter No. 162, dated 23rd January 1895, writes thus—

nt current which accompanied your letter No 3851 of the 118bt]h
i h ot upto3uth of November last Rs. 3,124 in excess of what was available

?(}f'ntllll% %:;jg:: w:::rfaZrks ;p'that bills aggregating to about Rs. 10,00¢ have been passed and

forwarded to you for payment since November 1894 ; and other bills will be sent. I have the

! i t the desirability of your drawing the grant of Rs. 64,500 provided for in the
]éoori? [:rn;fesf lﬁsg;et;e:ﬁ;ate of 1894-95. If this amount is not drawn before the close of the
£ o and the couneil will feel seriously the want of funds

‘ ici the allotment will laps . ant 0 .
:c?rll:sett (;Lﬁec%illly;eg; "eontractors. It is further feared that any delay in settlement of their alitim

might result in law suits.” '
that you will be good enough to order early payment of

wAnd t nest therefore akde)
312 balg,nzzq(jf Government grant Rs. 38,600 as requested in this office letter No. 3901,

dated 1st January 1895, together with the amount of Rs. 70,220 as prayed for by the
council in its representation to Government in this office letter No. 50, dated 17th

January 1895, forwarded through the Collector of Tanjore.

o

« T find from the accou

OnrpEr—dated 26th February 1895, No. 290 M., Local and Municipal.

The Government does not consider that the revision of the estimate for the water-
supply project and the raising of its amount from Rs. 3,77,200 to Rs. 4,29,000 form
a very real cause for complaiut by the council, for the scheme was originally financed
upon the supposition that it would cost the latter sum.

9. The necessity of remaking the Pudukulam road, which arose from the damage
caused by the floods of November 1893, was not, however, foreseen at the time that the|
project was originally sanctioned, and the Government resolves to now make a grant
to the council of the whole of the sum of Rs. 18,420 required for carrying out this/
work, the estimate for which was, in G.0., dated 1st December 1894, No. 1841 M.,

sanctioned for execution as part of the water-supply scheme.
e
‘/ Lo _ec—

for Chief Secretary.

(True Extract.)

To the Chairman, Municipal Couneil, Tanjore.
Collector of Tanjore.

Sanitary Engineer.
Accountant-General.

,, Financial Department. .

Editors’ Table.
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Exd. 8. J. Pereira.
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