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The main duties of an Accountant-Ge i
C : ant-(reneral, as an accounting officer. are. to
::et% %lms{:]lf thoroughly acquainted with the progress of revenue and expcn(’lituré, 50
i 0‘? : at once to bring to Dofice any matter demanding attention. Thou gh not
’ sarily taking a personal part in the compilation of his monthly account, he is

numerous processes of which
the administration of those

btor or ereditor : and it is bis
uty to see that Proper accounts are kept of all these transactions, :md that due

measures are taken for their adjustment. ‘He exchanges accounts with other account-
(duty to see that these accounts are promptly

individuals and bodies and of the (!
not merely to keep the accounts, b
out of which the accounts rise,

ank The personal responsibility of the Accountant-General on these matters is
visianc‘ed b_y thg conmderat}on that, for the most part, he is not under direct super-
Gen(:an 111,1 his ‘.h‘?charge of it. The Comptroller-General can watch the Aeccountant-
ral’s administration of his office In a general way, through the statements and
Zz(&m;llllts which reach him and correspondence and inquiries arising out of them,
R el‘iﬁ 18 a systematic inspection of the office, say once in three years ; but for the
Hual maintenance of the efficiency of the office on the important matters just
the A céoutﬁiagf‘ggme?t hiI:xlxustl;} for the most part, depend upon the personal care of
-Genera self,

T.akm-g this view of an Accountant-General’s duties, the Governor-General in
Couneil thinks jt clear that efficient performance of them eannot be expected unless
the responsible officer is actually present with his office; and that an Accountant-
General is not in o position to satisfactorily discharge his duties, who, taking some
Tinor departments of his work with him, but leaving all his purely accounting duties
behind him, remains with the local Government on the hills.

At the same time the Governor-General in Council is willing to give weight to
the consideration that, as the Governments of the North-Western Provinces and the
Punjab spend only very short periods each year at the head-quarters of the Account-
ant-General, there will arise considerable disadvantage in the personal working of the
administration if the Accountant-General is not permitted to reside during some part
of the year where he can be in attendance upon the local Government and discuss
matters of common interest with other heads of departments.

The -General in Council thinks that the case can be best met by saying
that an A((?::::?::t-(}eneral should ordinarily be present with his office, but that the
local Government may, if there be no ially pressing urgency in connexion with

e work of the Accountant-General’s office, permit the Accountant-General to reside
at its hill station for two months during the hot weather.

ivil Department with other departments ; and has
ut to watch, and in some cases direct, the matters

Ordered, that this Resolution be communicated to the Govemmgnts and the
Acoountanti-i}en:ral, Bengal, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, Punjab, Madras,
and Bombay, and the Comptroller-General.

(Signed) E. J. SINKINSON,
Under Secy. to the Govt, of Indiy,

No. im- OrpER THEREON, 19th March 1881, No. 482,
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

R. DAVIDSON,
Chigf Secretary.

Exd. E. ¢ Shunker,
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Accountants-General to acc

ACC ants neral to accompan
Governments to hill stations Lrluri.; ’the local
weather, recorded. g the hot
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GOVERNMENT.'OF INDIA. B
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE..
Accounts, &c. o
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Fort William, the 28th.‘1bbruary 1881.

Read the undermentioned papers on the question of allowing Accountant
General to accompany the Local Governments to Hill -Stations durin;

the hot weather :— ;
. North-Western Provinces and Oudh, Punjab, Mad

Circular to Governments, Bengal
and Bombay, No. 1722, dated 14th J nly_lBSO.

Replies to the Circular, namely,— bA ”
From Government, Bengal, No. 1808, dated 3rd August 1880. ,
vinces and Oudh, No. 16
North- Western Pro N 1500 28, dated 10th August 1880.

% ¥ Punjab, No. 2461, dated 30th Augus?
: A Madons, No. 1644, dated 28th August 1880.
3 " Bombay, No. 2699, dated 28th Jely 1860
RusonurioN.—In July last, the Government of India referred to th ‘
certain objections which had been urgeﬁocgﬂ

Ghovernments, for theiralopinéoné 5 il

the Comptroller General agains practice of allowing Accountant -

in some cases, to accompany the Local Governments to the Hills, saggn:hu;

remain absent for a great part of the year from the offices which they were

appointed to administer. The objections on which the Local Governm eﬁ
ir views were set forthin the reference in the folf:w

were asked to state their
~ing terms :— _ e _
« Phe Comptroller General has raised the question whether it is expedient, in the Pnb}‘{,
s o

interests, that an Accountant General should be separated from the b :
the year’. The Comptroller Genem.l' is of opinion that it is contra::ktoog llh;sx ‘::ﬁ,ce for half
pect that the work of a large office will be well done when it is entirely remg r:fnfce to ex-
supervision of the officer who is responsible for it, and considers that it is es 'vl? from the
that an Accountant General should take personal part in the conduct pi‘cll?_ y important
whereas an officer who goes to the hills leaves behind him the whole of his Al‘l)dit l:n é&cxounts;

cecount

- work in the charge of a Deputy, and takes with him only the charge of one or tw
' TWO com-

r Departments. The absence of the Accountant .
ller General, besides involving delay in  the c(::,;.ei;ai, t(l)f;'ef;;);et: l:n (;,he opinion
General’s orders and in the collection of important information requi:ed St ithe Ge omptroller
India, throws on the Deputy Accountant General, in addition to his owy;l wei gzel‘nme_nt of
great part of the work of the Accountant General for about half the year afd dy duties, a
Accountant General’s Office of one-half of the supervision and direction for w"bich tﬁg Tg:s the

vern-

ment PAYS: comptroller General farth it th
«he Comptroller General further urges that the Local G it i

acquainted with his; (the Comptroller General’s) requirements up0n0;zmr£;i;: “:teusuall

est in the actual work of an Account Office, and should n:‘:: theerl;?"'a,

) ore,

and has little i(;l( tant G 1 1s
be allowed to ordef an Accountant General to the hil itl
bid without reference to the Comptroller

GGeneral.” 2 :
~ The Gov rnments of Bengal and Bb!ﬂ‘kﬂ i odisider

General should remain with his office, and re di'tgsthat :;;1:; stli]lﬁeex:A fl°°‘-‘ntant
venience from his doing so; the Government of Madens state that theo ancon-
require the %x;esence of the Accountant General on the hills for six mOn);hso not
do require his presence, occasionally, for personal conference. The G , but
ments of the North-Western Provinces and of the Punjab are opposed tf())vern.
change of practice, and lay stress upon the value of the personal assis taaﬁ%);

rendered to them by their Accountants General.

aratively Mino
of the Comptro

.
T



; P

— Y r[
By 5

/i( el /"

o

§52-7)

al, as an Accounting Officer, are,

h the progress of Revenue and Ex.
penditure, so as to be able at once to bring to notice any mafiter demanding

attention. Though not necessarily taking a personal part in the compilation of
his monthly Account, he is responsible for the accuracy and efficient working
of the numerous processes of which that A cecount is the outcome. He is
chqrged with the administration of those numerous matters in respect of
which Government ig debtor or creditor ; and it is his duty to see that proper
Acgount.s are kept of all these transactions, and that due measures are taken for
their adjustment. He exchanges Accounts with other Accounting Officers of

overnment, and it is his duty t‘o see that these Accounts are

and has not merely to keep the Accounts but to wateh, and in some cases
direct, the matters out of which the Accounts rise,

The personal responsibility of the Accountant General on these matters {4 . “

is enhanced by the consideration ¢ at, for the most
supervision in his discharge of it. The Comptroll
Accountant General’s administration of his office in a general way, through
the Statements and Accounts which reach him, and correspondence and enquiries
el arising out of them, and there is a systematic inspection of the office, say once
in three years; but for the continual maintenance of the efﬁcieney of the
office on the important matters just noticed, the Government must, fop the most
part, depend upon the personal care of the Accountant General himself,
Taking this view of an Accountant General’s duties, the Governop General
in Counecil thinks ié clear that efficient performance of them cannot be expeeted
Accountant General is not in a position to satisfactorily discharge his duties,
Wwho, taking some minor departments of his work with him, but leaving all
his purely accounting duties behind him, remains with the Loecal Government
on the hills. ' ‘ ; T
At the same time, the Governor General in Couneil is willing to pive
' i weight to the consideration that, as the Governments of the North-Western ™
5, Provinces and the Punjab spend only very short periods each year at the head-
quarters of the Accountant General, there will arise considerable disadvantago
in the personal working of the administration if the Accountant General s
not permitted to reside during some part of the year where he can he in
attendance upon the Local Government, and discuss matters of common interest
RN with other Heads of Departments. :
SN : i The Governor General in Council thinks that the case can be hest met
B B by saying that an Accountant General should ordinarily be present with hLig
e, & office, but that the Local Government may, if there be no specially Pressing
urgency in connexion with the work of the Accountant General's Office, pep.
mit the Accountant General to reside at its hill station for two months during
the hot weather.

part, he is not under direct

. OrpEreDp, that this Resolution be communicated to the Governments and
the Accountants General, Bengal, North-Western Provinees and Oudh, Punjab,
Madras, and Bombay, and the Comptroller General, :
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