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It has been further suggested that, should the Company find this acceleration out of their
power, t:hey should consider tghe a.l_tematlve proposed by the Government of India in paragraph
6 of their despatch of the 2nd ultimo as to a Friday morning departure from Bombay, with an
arrival in London on Tuesday. ;

The Postmaster-General has communicated on these points with the Peninsular and Oriental
Oompan , and he desires me to enclose, for Lord Hartington’s information, a copy of their reply.
Xt will bo soen thet they cannot adopt either of the schemes proposed for accelerating the 1&&.11
Service, and consequently there is no alternative but to consider the best day for a departure from
Bombay under the existing contract arrangements, having regard to all the interests concernad
for it is clear that the convenience of all cannot be equally satisfied. ,

After careful consideration of the whole question, it seems to the Post =
no better arrangement can be made than for fixing the departure frgm %oﬁ%szgroge%f& ;Z:;:
and Tuesdays— huxthsday dmlsmg thﬁofm season, and Tuesday during the south-west monsoon.
This will bring the mails into London on Thesday through e
time for replies on 8'Frida.y evening to the most distantypartsoo tﬁ?é’ﬁ%ﬁ?&o gfmg ample

It appears from the correspondence that Lord Hartin )
oy - e b o e %o Tis Lfré'éﬁiﬁufg s &:ﬁ;ﬁ%? o fact
at, under the present contract, only two e -
under the old contract three were taken. ys are allowad for the monsoon yoyages, while

Tuesday is really the day corresponding with Thursda . L S
Buodonion & Posiny: g Thursday for ensuring a regular arrivsl in

Considering all the circumstances, Mr. Faweett recommends Thursd d Tuesday as
the best days that can be appointed for the homeward mails to leave Bott::gm;!,1 and, if Eo:d

Hartington agrees in this opinion, he hopes that an early decision will be come to, as it is

essential that the working Time Tables for the year 1881 should be issued without delay.

From A. M. BETHUNE, Esq., Secretary to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company, to the Secretary, General Post Uffice, London, dated 8rd December 1880.

T have the honor, by order of the Board of Directors, to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of 26th November (No. 145728 of 1880), with reference to the question of the Time Table
for the whole of the Company’s Mail Services for the ensuing year.

The Directors have carefully perused the observations put forward in your letfer, and also
the enclosures (returned herewith) transmitted for their consideration.

(1.) Tt appears to the Directors that the object which it is now desired to_attain is the
arrival in London of the whole of the Eastern Mails on a certain day of the week throughout
the year, and that the delivery should take place at a sufficient interval from the departure of
the outward mail on Friday, to give the mercantile interests of this country ample time for the
correspondence which has to be carried on with the whele of the East.

(2.) The Directors are clearly of opinion that the latest day which should be thus fixed for
the delivery of the mails in London should be Tuesday morning, and in order that such delivery
may, under all ordinary circumstances, be put be%ond any doubt or question, they think that it
would not be advisable that the mails should Jeave Bombay later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday during
the south-west monsoon, and at the same hour on Thursday during the north-east monscon.

(8.) It would have afforded the Directors great satisfaction if they could have seen their
way to comply with the suggestion made by the Indian Government in one of the enclosures
of your letter, to the effect that the Company should accelerate the speed of their vessels
throughout the voyage from Bombay to Brindisi, but they regret o say they are unable to agree
to that proposal. The acceleration in question would bring the contract speed up to very nearly
12 knots, and it will be in the recollection of your degartment that when the Company sent in
their tenders for the Mail Services they asked a sum of 360,000i. for s service at tﬁe rate of 11
knots between Bombay and Brindisi, and a sum of J00,600L for the acceleration of that
service to 12 knots; and it may also be as well to remind the Government of India that the
Company’s tender for an exceptionally rapid service was lower than that sent in by any of the
other competitors for the contract by a sum of no less than 36,000 It may likewise {e men-
tioned that in order to give a speed of 12 knots on every voyage in a contract service, the vessels
must be driven practically at a rate of nearly 13 knots, and in giving the contract speed as 11
knots, the ships also require to be driven at a very much hlg_ er rate, These circumstances
would naturally escape the attention of the Government of India,

(4) The Directors regret that they are equally unable to admit that the suggestion eon-
tained in p h 6 of the despatch of the Government of India would, if carried out, fulfil
the intention wE’c your department has in_view, viz., that of ensuring beyond doubt the deli-
very of the mails in London on Tuesday. It will be seen, on perusing carefully the latter part
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of that paragraph, that the advantages of a departure from Bombay on Friday morning in

lace of Friday evening dre in reality advocated, whereas the Directors consider it necessary,
'Bearing all conditions, including the transit through Egypt, in mind, that the steamers should
not leave Bombay later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday or Thursday, according to the season.

(5.) While the Directors think it right thus to state their views as to the conditions under
which the object contemplated by the Post Office can best be attained, I am desired to add that
should it, in the interests of Calcutta or Bombay, or any of the other communities concerned, be
considered desirable to start the mails on earlier days than Tuesday and Thursday from Bombay,
the Directors of course would have no objection, provided they left not later than 5 p.x. If, for
example, it should be decided to start the steamers from Bombay on Monday at 5 p.u. during
the south-west monsoon, the natu_ra.l result would be that the mails would be delivered in London
on Monday mominti at that period of the year, a result of which there would probably be no
great objection on the part of this country, while at the same time it would not fulfil exactly the

enerally expressed desire that the mails should be delivered throughout the year on the same
ﬁay of the week ; but the d?larture from Bombay on Monday evening under tg'e existing period
of monsoon allowances would have the awkward result of causing four changes during the year
in the days of departure from the ports in China, the Straits Settlements, and Australia, an
inconvenience which would certainly be loudly complained of in those quarters. If, then, &
Monday departure should be fixed on, it would be very desirable that the monsoon should com-
mence with the first mail leaving Bombay in May, and end with the first mail leaving in October,
thus bringing the monsoon voyages completely into harmony with the Time Table from China,
go that only two changes in the year would require to be made in the China and Australia Time
Tables, viz., at the beginning and end of the south-west monsoon, exactly as would be the case
in the Indian Time Tables.

‘Without this alteration the Directors would certainly not recommend the d
Bombay on Monday evening, as it would be very unpopul};r in China and .A.usteralgap?rl&gegggﬁ
ing this modification, the oorx‘:??ondenoe transmitted in your letter would seem to indicate that
while a Monday departure would please India, it would not be unpopular elsewhere.

—_—

Copy forwarded to the Director-General of the Post Office of India, to the
Governments of Bengal, Bombay, and Madras, and the Chambers of C:’mmerce,
Bengal, Bombay, Madras, and Rangoon, for information, in continuation of No. 1759,

dated 30th December 1880.
(Signed) E. J. SINKINSON,
Under Secy. to the Govi. of India.

e —— P

No. 50. Orper THEREON, 11th March 1881, No. 420.
Communicated to the Postmaster-General and the Consulting Engineer for

Railways.
(True Extract.)

R. DAVIDSON,
Chief Secretary.

To the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce,
»  Postmaster-General.
» Public Works Department, Railway Branch,

Exd. T. O'Connor.
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