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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANC‘IAL.’DEPARTMENT.

—e

21st February 1881, No. 292.
. Municipal—Sanitary.
Read the following paper :— :

No. 41. From Surgeon-Major M. C. FURNELL, M.D., F.R.C.8., Sanitary Com-
missioner for Madras, to the Chigf Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 26tk
January 1881, No. 67. T

1 have the honor, in anticipation of a more lengthy report which I am engaged
in preparing, to call the attention of Government to the very insanitary state of many
parts of Madras. I am induced to do so inasmuch as I see from the public prints
that the Municipality of Madras have recently had an interview with His Excellency
the Governor and, amongst other things, called attention to the lamentably insufficient
allotment in their power to make for executing even the primary duties of sanitary
conservancy. i

9. T have been engaged during the past and present months from time to time
inspecting different parts of Madras, and have on these occasions been accompanied
either by Mr. Arundel, the President, or Mr. Jones, the Vice-President, of the Muni-
cipality, and it is but justice to these gentlemen I should mention that not only have
T received every assistance in being shown the dirtiest and most insanitary parts of the

_town, but that~ they are fully alive to the defects existing and only too anxious if

they had means at their disposal to remedy them. :

3. 1 will briefly point out a few of these. Madras is divided, for Municipal
purposes, into two principal divisions (North and South); each division is sub-divided
into four sub-divisions, so that there are eight sub-divisions in Madras.

4. In the First Sub-division, the most northern part of Madras, is a place called
the Tinnevelly Settlement, where lives a large collection of people principally engaged
in preparing the new paddy for sale in the markets. This Tinnevelly Settlement is a
collection of thatched huts as thickly placed on the ground as it is possible for human
habitations to be. There is no drainage ; no plan of streets or even lanes ; you make
your way by little narrow passages, more like gutters, around and between the
houses. These passages are the places d’aisances of the community and thickly strewn
with night-soil in every stage. Here and there are shallow wells from wgich the
inhabitants obtain their drinking water. This place is notorious, I am informed, as the
head-quarters of cholera and fever. o :

5. In this sub-division is another place we visited called Nagatha Covil Paracheri,
which presents much the same features as the Tinnevelly Settlement, but not quite so
pronounced. This place is interesting as being the abode principally of the domestic

_ servants of the European community, Many an obscure case of contagious sickness

in the otherwise healthy quarter of the upper classes might easily be accounted for if
we knew more of the dwellings of the servants.

6. TIn the Second Division, which I visited accompanied by Mr. Jones, the
Engineer and Vice-President of the Municipality, a portion of the town has been laid
down by drains on Mr. Jones' plans. As this scheme is, I am given to understand,
before Government, it will be needless for me to make any remarks about it here,
more than to observe it seemed to me a vast improvement on anything elsewhere in
the town. :
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7. But parts of this division are i
people themselves can be made in 80
their surroundings, all Municipal efforts
T counted ten buffaloes wallowing in ¢
being set aside for the human
part of this sub-division was an open
six or eight buffaloes were tethered. 1
fluid fecal matter from it drained @
inquiry as to why this sort of thing ¥
Engineer assured me he had no powe

none. PeE
In another portion of this ¢  called Yeddapalium, the houses are

frightfully filthy condition, and until the

» to understand the insanitary state of
seem hope In one house, 20'x12’,
1 dung, a small portion of the space
there were four present. In another
most filthy condition, in which some
was so situated that the urine and
human habitations below. To my
mmarily put a to, the Assistant
e Municipality could invest him with

crowd;d with buffaloes, who seem to be mhm the human inmates
occupying quite a secondary position as. d mﬁmmm

9. 1t would be a movement in tk direction if mﬁ ﬁ space could
be set aside for stabling cattle and thy ng the houses. Unail this is done all
Municipal efforts in the way of ¢ conservancy would seem hopeless.

lled Vasapamode Paracher, a_collection
the Tinnevelly Settlement, but which

ceputation for sickness, once as evil &
‘improved as its appearance. 1 mention

10. Tn the Third Division is a p
of houses once, I am told, as densely ¥
of late years has been opened up by the
now is in marked contrast to the other,
that of the Tinnevelly Settlement, is as
this place to point out what can be done,

clean, but in other parts of this sub-d¥ - notably in Armenian Street, the prin-
cipal business-street of Black Town, where the offices of some of the most important
Mercantile Firms are situated, the drains are in a shocking state of disrepair. The
black fetid sewage at our visit was ant in them, giving forth the most repulsive
and nauseating odours. The residents, however, seemed quite unconscious of anything.
offensive, and the bazaar people, whose shops are most of them situated over these
seething sewers, were selling food and sweetn if 1
atmosphere—verily habit is second nature. ~ The Assistant Engineer, Mr. Smith, who
accompanied me on this occasion, i f‘,mthatthisshteofthingambronght
about because not one single pie was allc d by the Municipality for drains.

12. The Fourth Division calls f
inhabited. A large piece of ground 1
the refuse sweepings of the town and
complained of by the e around,
into vegetable gardens, it w

N A B
A S P P A AT N SIS RSN
- S -~

Frxaxorar Deparruent, 21sr Fesruary 1881, No. 292. 3

B T

16. T have purposely made my letter as brief as possible, omitting all noti
of the latrines, wells, public institutions, &c., which R Aci i e
lengthy report ’alluded to above. v ; st e sk

& 17. But I have said sufficient, I think, to draw attention to the sad necessity
1o ;ee:ilts;s :;)5 son}f i ae;w'e mea.g:rgl}sl ‘:fll(]llg taken for the sanitary conservancy of this
! , unless it is desirous it sho maintain its now wide-known tati

being the most insalubrious city of the world. ¢ ot 3

18. It would appear to me in the first place very desirable that a special Heal
- . - th
Officer should be appointed, as is the case in Calcutta and Bombay, ané) as has been
recommended by the former President of the Municipality and Sanitary Commissioner
g::ila c?ns(i):ah go.tol618_, :f 2§thh1§:vpmb:§1‘11877), whose duties it would be diligently
int out what immedi i i i
e gn : e% . te remedies might be» carried out to cope

No. 42. OrpEr THEREON, 21st February 1881, No. 292.

Communicated to the President of the Madras Municipal Commissi i
remarks ; but before replying the President should consultpthe Advocat(::Gf:;erl;lls
the Inspector-General of Police, and the Commissioner of Police, Madras, as to
whether too narrow a view has not hitherto been taken of the powers of the Cammis-
sioners and the Police under the existing law with regard to sanitation.

(True Extract.)

R. DAVIDSON,
Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Munici mmission, Madras
, Advocate-General. o X '
,» Inspector-General of Police.
y Commissioner of Police.
., Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. T. 0'Connor.
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