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No. 1759.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

' DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE.
SEPARATE REVENUE.
" "Post Office.

4 R =< - 2

Fort William, the 30th December 1880.

. Read the following:— _ .
1 No. 57, dated 2nd November 1880.
Prom—The Government of India,
To—The Seeretary of State for India.
On receipt of Your Lordship’s Despatches Nos. 270 and 271, dated 19th
August, upon the subject of the «day on which the Weekly Mail for Great
Rritain should leave Bombay, we - thought it expedient to consult, afresh, the
il Communities of the three Presidency Towns, whose interests are
v affested., We forward, herewith, our correspondence® with these Bodies.
chiefl 2’, In deference to the wishes of those interested in Great Britain, and to
Your iordxhil’" conclusion as communicated to us in Despatch No. 271, the
.+ Chambers of Commerce consent, with more or less reluctance, to give up
"ml-n . f a Fixed E:g of the Week for the departure of the Mail from Bombay
all the year round, on this basis consent to a Monday Evening departure

'] that the Mail should leave Bombay on Thursday Evening in the
;ﬂr“fposm n. But to this the Be Chamber of Commerce strongly object,
on the ground that it would involve the closure of the Mails in Calcutta on

Evening. AR . -
- Moniﬂy Gotiab der?n the unpoﬂ:meﬁ of the commercial interests represented by
- Chambg, and t . inconvenience which would result from
s olmosu ;l_ of thazMail-at Calcutta on Ho?dme consider it essential that the
hould not leave Bombay in the Fair Season before Friday.
4 W’b On behalf of those in Great Britain interested in the matter, Your
rdsilip ey perhaps, hesitate to o7 .tpis conf:lusion, on the ground that
+* bt involve & tra ion of the eoadition which you prescribe, that the
it mig hall arrive in London not later thaa Tuesday. This objection would be
e llﬁ:l‘ overcome if the Peninsular and Oriental Company could undertake to
_en y the journey in one day less than their contract time. At least this
A mme is constantly saved on the Outward Route during the Monsoon, and
:‘e apprehend that the Company would have no serious difficulty in ensuring
4o Plivery in London on Tuesday of Mails leaving Bombay on Friday Even-
b e Fnir 1. % b X
ing ng tlll? however, the Peninsular and Oriental Company cannot undertake
this, e are assured by our Director General of the Post Office that the same
¢ be gained if the Mail Steamer were to leave Bombay in the

. 2 h €
ob;ect_:llgt 10 A.M., instead of in the Evening. In two letters to the General
Post Office, which will be found in the Appendix, dated 16th March and 21st

“Monteath has explained that, if the transit of the Homeward
g{u:;i’ 1:;;“;; Eeypt can be effected as quickly as that of the Outward Mail,

"7 hours (and we can think of no reason why this should mnet be
me;l'yt,h:; o Mail leaving Bombay at 10 A.m. should‘ reac Alexandria at 3 p.u.,

P e * Will follow.

4 The Madras and Bombay Chambers would also accept Your Lordship’s
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