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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11th January 1876.

Municipal—Medical.
Read the following papers :—

No. 71. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th December 1875,
No. 3364,

Read the following letter from J. HOPE, Esq., Acting Collector of Kvrnool,
to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 4th December 1875, No. 464 :—

Ox the 16th ultimo the Acting Head Assistant Collector wrote to me that
fever, which had been ““ decreasing in virulence ” at Cumbum, was again * rapidly
increasing ; ” that the admissions to the Civil Dispensary had increased fourfold,
and there was “ hardly a home without fever;” and requested me, with reference to
G.0., No. 1,297, dated 26th October 1875, to have additional medical aid sent as
soon as possible, and also forwarded two indents, one for extra medicines and the
other for * medical comforts” to be procured through the Commmissariat. To
avoid delay I purchased a small supply of the latter (port wine, brandy, arrowroot,
&u., which, with reference to paragraph 4 of G.O., No. 1,453, dated 2nd October
1875, do not appear to have been up to this time supplied to the Civil Hospital) in
the local market, and forwarded it express to Cumbum, and at the same time trans-
mitted Mr. Farmer’s indents to the’Surgeon-General for immediate compliance.

2. Mr. Farmer now raises tl‘x_e"question whether the medical comforts sent by
me are to be supplied gratis, and, if not, at what rate they should be charged for.

3. I considered the question to be one on which it is desirable to obtain the
orders of Government, which I have now the honor to solicit; and informed
Mr. Farmer that, pending the orders of Government, the Hospital Assistant may be
allowed to use his discretion in supplying the medical comforts gratis to such sick
persons as he thinks proper. I now beg the Board will move Government to
pass orders on the question raised, and direct the Surgeon-General to supply the
medicines indented for from him direct.

SusMITTED for the orders of Government through the Surgeon-General.

2. The Board would not supply medieal comforts to out-patients gratis, and
request orders whether they may be supplied, in the exceptional circumstances of
Cumbum, to such patients on payment. Such might possibly be held to be a breach
of the Abkéri law. The Board believe the present practice to be that they are
supplied to in-patients only at the discretion of the medical officers.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,
Acting é;gcretary.

From Surgeon-General E. G. BALFOUR, Surgeon-General, Indian
Medical Department, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 20th December 1875,
No. 651.
The Board of Revenue has sent to me the document which I now enclose, in
which the Acting Collector of Kurncol mentions a request from the Head Assistant
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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Fort Saint George, 20 oLecr 1875 *
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