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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
6th January 1876.

Local Funds—Medical.

No. 31. Read the following letter from H. 8. THOMAS, Esq., Distriet
Magistrate of Tanjore, to the Hon, W. HUDLESTON, Chief* Secretary
to Government, Fort St. George, dated Tanjore, 22nd December 1875,
No. 5700 :—

I have the honor to address the Government on the subject of dead-houses
in Municipalities.

9. In Combaconum there having been no separate building for the dissection
of corpses sent for medico-legal examination, a small room measuring ten feet by
fifteen feet, attached to the hospital and dispensary, was being used asa dead-house ;
but this room proved very distasteful to the female patients, owing to its close
proximity to the female ward, and was also found objectionable on sanitary grounds
by the Inspectors of Hospitals. Although the Commissioners appear to have
repeatedly brought to notice this sad state of things, and been strongly urging the
removal of the dead-house by moving Government to provide a separate building
for the purpose at their own cost, nothing has been done.

3. In histour of inspection, in February 1873, the Deputy Ins ector-General
of Hospitals recommended the removal of the dead-house without any further delay,
and recorded his reasons, in strong terms, in his annual report (extract enclosed).
The Commissioners then resolved upon the demolition of the dead-house, consi-
dering that, as the building had originally been built out of local subseriptions, they
might deal with it as they liked without reference to Government, leaving the
Police and Magistracy to use the back room of the old Municipal office as a dead-
house pro tem. This site was also found objectionable, being near the Munsif’'s
and Small Cause Court houses: As moreover it was required for the office of
the Range Officer, it had to be vacated. Hence the necessity for constructing a
separate building for conducting post-morfem examinations.

4. In G.0., dated the 4th September 1873, No. 2205-A, the grant made by
the Public Works Department for the purpose was disallowed, but the Commis-
sioners have ever since been persistently objecting, and I think with reason,
to bear the cost of dead-houses. The Commissioners were however good enough,
at the instance of the then District Magistrate, to erect a temporary shed which
unfortunately fell down in April last. Ever since the posi morfems are being
conducted in the open air.

5. In G.O., No. 88, dated the 16th January last, Judicial Department,
the Government have again ruled that Local Fund Boards should provide for
dead-houses in their respective circles at their own expense. On receipt of
this order, the Commissioners of the several Municipalities in the district were
asked if they are prepared. to pay wholly or contribute towards the cost of such
structures, but they all urge that the cost of such buildings, solely required for
Police and Magisterial purposes, is an item of expenditure which should be met
from Provineial Funds. [ may mention here that the Local Fund Boards are also
of the same opinion. In this view I fully concur.

6. First of all, dead-houses should always be well apart from dispensary
and hospital compounds, as their location in them tends only to ruin and injure
the work of dispensaries and hospitals ; for a dead-house, when near dispensaries,
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