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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th January 1876. '

Stationery.

No. 178. Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON,
Controller of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W. WALKER,
R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, Fort St.
George, dated Fort St. George, 11th January 1876, No. 194-W : —

It has appeared to me that considerable labor must be wasted in Government
Offices in ruling pencil lines on, and in rubbing pencil lines off, the numerous sheets
of foolscap paper that are required to conduct the public correspondence of the
present day.

2. I observe that throughout the mercantile world, where private interests
are concerned in studying economy to the utmost, the use of lined paper is nearly
universal. I enclose a sheet of the paper used by the Peninsular and Oriental
Company, and it appears to me to be beyond doubt that a mechanical assistance
of this sort, which is found to be economical by large and well-managed mercantile
companies, would, if adopted, be found equally economical by Government.

3. For Government purposes, however, I see no reason for incurring even the
trifling expense of blue-lining the paper. All that is necessary is to substitute for
tho present pictorial water-marks a water-marking which would answer some
practical purpose and would save the trouble of ruling lines.

4. During the manufacture of paper it is, I believe, as easy to water-mark it
one way as another. The acceptance of the proposal would not involve inercased
expenditure, and I have, therefore, the honor to request the permission of Govern-
ment to indent on the Stationery Office for some foolscap water-marked according

to the pattern (A) enclosed, which pattern has been drawn up in accordance with

Chapter XV, of the Public Works Code.
5. To give some idea of the amount of labor required to rule foolscap paper,

I may mention that a single sheet requires a length of nearly 70 feet, and a single
ream a length of 32,000 feet. There are about 3,200 reams of foolscap used
annually in this Presidency alone.

No. 16.
Transferred to the Public Department.

(Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Major-Genl,, R.E.,
14th January 1876. : Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

No. 179. ORDER THEREON, 20th January 1876, No. 116.
A special application will be made to the Secretary of State for a supply of

water-marked foolscap.
9. An ordinary indent for a novelty in manufacture is not likely to meet

with much attention,
(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.
To the Public Works Department.
Exd. J. W. Fischer.
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