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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
3rd May 1875.

Municipal—Sanitary.

No. 22. Read the following letter from W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., President
of the Municipal Commissions, Godavery District, to the Honorable
W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Amalapur, 9th April 1875, No. 2¥:—

With reference to the Order of Government noted in the margin, relating to
16th February 1875, No. 208, Public Depart- the Deputy Surgeon-General’s letter on

ment. the sanitary state of Rajahmundry, I
have the honor to inform you that I have looked at the places mentioned in the
letter.

2. T enclose a minute sent me by the Vice-President.

3. The statements made by the Deputy Surgeon-General on the actual
condition of the town are to some extent correct, but they are all exaggerated.

4. The Deputy Surgeon-General’s letter is scarcely that of a good adviser ;
he finds fault, but the remedies he proposes it would be impossible to carry out.
To carry them out would require lakhs of Rupees, while the whole yearly income
has been about Rupees 16,000.

5. Just as a beginning, it is proposed to widem the main road, and then
widen its several tributaries. Widening the main road only would involve an
outlay of more than Rupees 50,000. Idonot attempt to deny that the latrines
are dirty, but 1 do not know how to keep them clean. It is all very well to say
that the scavengers must be “ compelled to cover each deposit with a sufficient
quantity of earth immediately aftér the soiled compartment is vacated;”” but how
are they to be compelled to do this? The class of people who take service as
scavengers are not to be trusted to do more work than they can possibly help
doing, and the Commissioners cannot be expected to inspect these places very
often ; we cannot get respectable people to look after them, and a man of the same
class as the scavengers would not do his work more conscientiously than they do,
even if he did have a higher salary to look after them, so that it would be neces-
sary still to have some one to look after him.

6. There is another difficulty about cleaning out latrines : when caste people
are using them, the scavengers cannot well go inside to clean out the other com-
partments; to compel them to go in would amount to driving the people away
from using them, and this we do not want to do.

7. 1 do not think we can expect to keep them so clean that they will not
offend the sense of smell in Europeans. In London and Paris, even places only
used as urinals, with all the appliances for keeping them clean, can be perceived
by passers-by.

8. When I inspected the fown, the latrines and the streets were infinitely
more clean than the Deputy Surgeon-General’s letter would haveled me to believe.
Doubtless, the people knew I was going, for it would be very difficult for me to keep
my intended movements entirely unknown ; but I am quite sure that, if the state
of the place had been as bad as the Deputy Surgeon-General’s letter, taken liter-
ally, would show, it would have been impossible to have improved it so much in

so short a time.




‘ease in the number

11.

be likely to work with more
energy from reading sensati

rather want sober language and sound advice.

13. T cannot help remarking on the opin
that “ the population breathing so vitiated
becoming the prey for any formidable and fa

itants of the town.” I do not

I most certainly deny tha
become the prey of cholera,
14. The following g

g gives the number of deaths from cholera for the last fow
years :—
Year, No, Year No
1868 21 1872 43
1869 1873
1870 105 1874
1871 1
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hinks it must do. AE
tv Surgeon-General t g Y
the harm that theIDsei[;\; )i canga,ssure Government that the Municipal Commiss
15. In conclusion,

h without
f the town, but to do muc .

3 . for the conservancy of the tov sion-tax will
is anxious to do tlt; be:)‘;en impossible. The re-imposition of the p:‘;):t:l; s it
PR ore, and more will be done ; but, even g e
e 11: Bf o ;120 j:.nh(x)nu,ndry can take its place amongst the mo

elapse before Ria

i May 1875, No. 981. .
OrpER g % Indian
i President’s letter will be communicated to the Surgeon General,
The Presiden

Medical Department. (True Extract.)

Officiating Chief Secretary.

0 the Pre issi very District,
To the President of the Municipal Commissions, Got:a ery
: Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department.
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Exd. J. H, Burns. -
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