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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
23rd April 1875.

Local Funds—Roads.
No. 250. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
9th April 1875, No. 2790 (Miscellaneous) :—

Read the following letter from R. W. BARLOW, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, Chingleput District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saidapet, 1st April 1875,
No. 37 :—

Certain miles of the High Western Trunk Road were transferred to ¢ Other

Agency "—vide Board’s Proceedings, No. 1215, dated 22nd May 1874. In October
last several bad breaches occurred therein during the heavy floods, and the Depart-

ment of Public Works were requested to furnish estimates.
Meantime it came to my notice that several accidents had occurred and

9
~a

that serious inconvenience had been caused to the public, the road being much
frequented. I therefore called on the District Engineer to execute the repairs on
emergency under Rule XLIL, but he declined because the road is under “ Other
Agency " and had been taken away from the Department of Public Works ; he
further took exception to the Range Officer having signed the estimate received in

the interim,

3. I enclose copy of Colonel Moberly’s letter for orders. It seems to me that
he is quite wrong, and thatthe mere fact of a road being under * Other Agency ™
cannot bar the operation of Rule XLIL. in cases of grave and sudden emergency.

Submitted for the orders of Government.

2. The work which was transferred to other agency was the ordinary mainte-
nance of the road, and Colonel Moberly’s refusal to take measures for the emergent
repair required amounts to a refusal of the services of the Department of Public
Works to the Local Fund Board. In any case it was in direct contravention of
Rule XLIL of the Local Fund Rules ; and the refusalin a case of grave emergency
shows how Colonel Moberly regards the Local Fund Board, and proves that he
prefers the gratification of his ill-will towards the Board and the Local Fund
system to the public interest.

3. The Board of Revenue have recently brought to the notice of Govern-
ment Colonel Moberly’s conduect towards the Local Fund Boards of the district,
and the loud complaints that have been made regarding it. They feel now bound
to record their opinion that the interests of the district demand the serious and
immediate interference of Government.

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

———

No. 251. OrDER THEREON, 23rd April 1875, No. 919.

The question of Colonel Moberly’s relations with the Local Fund Boards of
the district having been dealt with in recent Proceedings in the Public Works
Department, the Government do not consider it necessary to do more, with reference
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