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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
9th April 1875.

L.ocal Funds—Establishment.,

No. 106. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
17th September 1874, No. 2656 :—

Read the following letter from W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., President of the Local

Fund Boards, Godavery District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 24th August 1874, No. 85:—

1 have the honor to inform you that the Local Fund Board, at a Meeting held
on the 18thinstant, read the G.O., dated
31st July 1874,* No. 2094, postponing
the consideration of the estimate for the excavation of the navigable canal in the
Nagaram Island, and passed the following resolution :—

« Finl. Dept., 6th August 1874, No, 1290.

PrEsSENT.

President,
1. W, 8. Foster, Esq.
Members.

. Sri Rajah Row Venkata Mahipati Gungadhara Ramarow Bahadur, Zemindar.

. Dr. A. M. Branfoot, Civil Surgeon.
. 8. Venkata Gopala Row Naidu Garu, Tahsildar of Ramachendrapur.

. Batchu Ramésaw Garu.
. Pyda Ramakristnayya Garu.
. Nilam Tirupateroydu Naidu Garu.

¢« Tt was resolved that Government should be requested to give up the whole
management of the Road Fund work to the Local Fund Board, and take it out of
the hands of the Department of Public Works.”

9. In the Proceedings of the 31st J uly 1874, the Government say that the

agricultural works are as much as the existing establishment can supervise, and
they have also drainage works; so it is to be concluded that the Public Works

Department have no time to spare for Local Fund works in the delta.

3. I beg to refer the Board to the District Engineer’s letters and other papers,
recorded in G.O., dated 30th September 1873, No. 1394, communicated with the
Board’s Miscellaneous Proceedings, dated 16th October 1873, No. 7034, which
clearly shows the inefficiency of the Department of Public Works to supervise the
Road Fund works without extra assistance. The reasons given in those papers
are so plain that it is unnecessary for me to dwell on the matter much.

4. The Revenue Board would also observe from paragraph 11 of my letter,
recorded in the Government Order above referred to, that the total salaries of the
District Engineers, Supervisors, &c., amount to Rupees 81,744, of which Rupees
66,080 have been paid from the Loeal Funds on account of the cost of the Depart-
ment of Public Works Supervision, while only Rupees 15,664 are paid from
[mperial and Provincial Funds.

5. It is quite plain from the above figures that nearly three-fourths of the
expenditure for the whole district is paid from the Local Funds. Such being the
case, it is hardly right to say that the Department of Public Works Officers have
no time to spare for Local Fund works in the delta. k’l‘he Local Fund Board
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A

resolve to take the management entirel y from the hands of the Department of Public
Works, but I do not feel inclined to recommend such a proposal. For my part, I
would strongly recommend that three or four Executive Engineers with the neces-
sary establishment be appointed for the Road Fund wor

leaving the establisliment at present existing to be paid entirely from other funds.
T would leave the District Enginecr as usual to supervise them, for which I propose
to pay into the hands of Government a certain proportionate amount on account
of the salary of the District Engineer. The Government in the above order said
that the question of charge to the Local Funds on account of Imperial -Establish-
ment is under their consideration, but nearly a year has since elapsed.

6. Under these circumstances, I would strongly urge the Board to get
Government to give early and serious attention to this matter,

Submitted for the orders of Government, with reference to G.0. , Public
Works Department, dated 31st J uly 1874, No. 2094,

2. The Cocanada Local Fund Board, acting on the fact that in G.O., Publie
Works Department, dated 31st J uly 1874, No. 2094, Government have expressly
admitted that the staff of the Department of Public Works in Godavery is so occu-
pied with imperial work that it cannot undertake any more Local Fund works,
propose to have an establishment of their own instead of entrusting their work to
the Public Works Department.

3. The President refers to the papers recorded with G.0., dated 30th
September 1873, No. 1394, Financial Department, as clearly showing that the Public
Works Department cannot look after Local Fund work properly without assistance,
and to the figures given in paragraph 11 of his letter, which is one of the papers

-a8 proving that the Local Fund pays more than its proper share of the cost of the

Public Works Department in the district. Ho proposes that the Local Fund
should have three or four Executive Engineers of its own, and pay the District
Engineer a fair proportion of his salary to superviso them.

4. The proposal of the Cocanada Local Fund Board is inadmissible under
G.0., Financial Department, dated 13th May 1874, No, 827, but in that same
order Government admit their responsibility as regards the provision of proper
supervision for Local Fund work in the Public Works Department. Hence if
the establishment in the Godavery is so weak that Local Fund work, which would
otherwise be allowed, stopped because of that weakness, it ought to be strength-
ened.

5. The figures to which the President refers in paragraph 4 represent the
Local Fund as paying Rupees 66,080 out of Rupees 81,744, the cost of the salaries of
the Public Works Staff, but this is scarcely a fair representation of the facts. From
the actuals of 1872-73 it appears that, in that year, the cost of Godavery Public
Works Establishment was Rupees 1,68,004, and that the Local Fund paid Rupees
50,100.  On the other hand, the Local Fund expenditure by the Department of
Public Works, Rupees 1,73,169 was a little more than 26 per cent. of the total
expenditure, Rupees 6,64,421, and the corresponding portion of the total cost
of the Public Works Establishment is Rupoes 43,810, so that the supervision

ks, their salaries being paid

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
th April 1875.

of Local Fund works which are comparatively simple, costs more i? proporti?n
than the supervision of complicated works which- include the anicut and its

i Copy and Extract)

No. 107. OrpER THEREON, 9th April 1875, No. 796. e

The question of the entertainment of a .separate Local Fund Engmeermg
Establishment for the Cocanada Circle to ?vork mc‘ieipendently of the Public Wo::s
Department must be kept in abeyance until a decision has bt?en cgnevdtot angtz
general question referred to the Board of Revenue for report in G.O., date

J

Jan“;‘ry '11‘5:125;011\1121'1? i.f the Board of Revenue in paragraph 4 of their Proceedings
will b;a considered in the Public Works Department.

(True Extract)

Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.
Public Works Department.

"

Exd. J. Wright.
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6. Under these cireumstances, T woul strongi

\ | y urge the Board to get
Government to give early and serious attention to this

matter.

% ' : | : e o
To the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, ,linmi; Department,
", the President of the Local Fund Boards, Godavery isrict.
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