o T T R0, 1-T7,0008-6-30
71y Numberof pages—— - T et
C @ Dataotrepir— o T

- "4"—(3)"_1ni£.i>a-!s‘ of the ﬁéfexféﬁceﬁ .

S

iy handled

“Not to be folded or rough

LI . I . LI S hS

R R




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
6th April 1875.
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Railway.
No. 54. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated

3rd March 1875 :—

Read the following letter from W. 8. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of
the Local Fund Board, North Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellore, 11th February 1875,
No. 74 :(—

I bave the honor to state that the Local Fund Boards of the Chittoor and
Vellore Circles had lately under their consideration the question of constructing a
railway from the Town of Vellore to the present Railway Station.

9. This line, which would connect with a Railway Station a large and
important Municipality which is also a Military Station and daily rising in impor-
tance in a commercial point of view, has been talked of for years past with reference
to the general question of connecting important towns with the railway, but the
matter never got beyond the stage of talk.
discussed at recent meetings in all its bearings by
the above two Loeal Fund Boards; in the absence, however, of detailed surveys
and proper estimates, it is impossible for them to say, with a degree of accuracy,
what the cost of the proposed line would be, which would, of course, depend upon
the gauge and style in which it is to be constructed, but making an approximate
estimate they are certain that the line could be made and stocked for Rupees
3,00,000 at the outside.

4. The Boards have no reason to doubt that the following return, furnished
by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, of the traffic, inwards and outwards, of
the Vellore Station, during the three years 1871 to 1873, warrants their under-
taking this enterprise, involving an expenditure of three lakhs of Rupees :—

3. The question was fully

Passengers. Goods.
1,83,954 44,335 Tons.
2,01,856 58,696 ,,
2,21,945 65,497 ,,

1871...
1872...
1873...
I need hardly refer the Board to the steady inercase shown by the returns year
by year, and it is very probable that nino-tenths of the above traffic comes to, and
from, the town of Vellore. The number of carts crossing the Palar Bridge have
besides been found to amount to nearly 1,800 daily.
5. 1 am not at present prepared to lay before the Board of Revenue this

l);
qu estion in fuller detail than 1 have now done, as the Local Fund Boards have nof




: at
of the L.ocal Boards, and to undertake
difficultics, The Board also believe ¢

2. This letter will however, be
E submit
if they would be ready " permit ¢l Lo mll o o Government wit & request that

they will give formal

sanction for the proposed contribution from the Vellore to the Chittoor Local Fund
oor Local Fun

for preliminary surveys,
(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) H. E STOKES,
Acling Sceretary.
Referred to the Department of Publ; ‘
_ ublic W '
Engineer and Consulting Engineer for Rz:flwa;:.ks’ S s e ok

Forr 8r. Grorar, “ (Signed)

4¢h Mareh 1875, . HUDLESTON )

Chief Secretary,

————

No. 55. From Lieut.-Colon
¢ .- elJ. H M. SHAW-STEW
Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G, W, WAIAIISEI’] R.E': oniisg
to Government, Public Wor G ! R.L,, Secrotary

kS D U
Madras, 18th March 1875, No, 156, " L% St Goorge, dated

In returning  the

6th instant, No, 87, I have the honor
between the town of Ve

hame would be a great publie ¢

r v ¢ t 1 . o

2. The
g fr‘:mp:ﬁzosi S?(Lu;o Fom:} Funds Board of North Arcot, as sketched in
: A nt, 1s ra lCl‘Vﬂ.nue-th : d...'
by them is a railwa ’ e@; but I gather that what is intonded
Y to be worked by steam S0 8 intende
TR ; ‘power. If this is so, [
§:ion that it should be constructed upon the gauge of the Mati’raam;{la?lt:v(:;’g]i’s:f
} i

z,*

Proccedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
6th April 1875.

53 feet with light rails, weighing about 40 lbs. to the yard. Special light
locomotives would be required for such a line; but, with that exception, the
ordinary rolling-stock of the Madras Railway could be used upon it without
difficulty. I doubt whether, under any circumstances, a line of steam railway, four
miles in length, could be economically worked in India as an independent under-
taking ; and I am inclined to think that the best arrangement would be, if the
line is to be constructed by the Local Funds Board, that it should be leased to the
Madras Railway Company, or that an agreeement should be made with that
Company with a view to its being worked by them.

3. The simplest solution of the question would perhaps be that the Madras
Railway Company should construct the line as a branch; and I have long held
the opinion that the undertaking would prove remunerative to them; but I do not
understand that view has been shared by the Company. I know nothing of the new
Company which is alluded to by the Board of Revenue as being in course of
formation for the execution of the project.

4. So far as I am aware, the country through which the line would run has
never been surveyed, but I cannot imagine that the survey would be a work
involving much time or outlay. The road bridge over the Palar would probably
prove sufficiently strong to carry a line of light railway, and in that case I am of
opinion that the cost of constructing the line ought to be well within the sum of

three lakhs named by Mr. Whiteside.

No. 324.
No. 56. MEMORANDUM.

I am of opinion that the Local Boards of North Arcot should not be allowed
to take up this project at this stage. They are composed, with ene exception, of
men without the special knowledge requisite for dealing effectively with it; and
their interference will tend greatly to eonfusion and delay. They must, however,
be consulted with reference to the erossing of the Palar River, which may probably
be best effected by widening the existing road bridge. In that case no time should
be lostin considering the question with reference to the works of restoration and
protection already on hand, and which will cost about one lakh of Rupees.

2. In my opinion the Agency of the Madras Railway Engineers should be
made use of for planning, estimating, and carrying out the work as speedily
as possible; the option of incorporating it as a portion of their line, without
guarantee, being first offered to the Company. Should they decline it, then I do
not think there would be any objection to the line being made over to the
Local Fund Boards to be worked and maintained. A Provincial grant may be
made at once for the execution of the preliminary survey and estimate; and
arrangements made for raising a Provincial loan, say, of three lakhs of Rupees.

3. The consideration of this subject comes quite within the scope of the
inquiry being made by the Railway Commission now sitting.

(Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,

Fort St. .GEOI:GE,
Chief Engineery, D. P. W.

22nd March 1875.
To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.
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North Arcot District Local Fund —The ques-
tion of constructing a line of railway between the
Town and Railway Station of Vellore, referred for
consideration and report to the Commission on

Railway traffic now sitting.
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