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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
31st March 1875,

Municipal—Water-Supply.

No. 255. Read the following letter from C. J. LYALL, Esq., Under Secretary
to the Government of India, Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and
Commerce, (Municipalities), to the Secretary to the Government of Fort
St. George, dated Calcutta, 11th March 1875, No. 1-32 :—

I am directed to forward herewith forty-four copies of a report received from
the Government of Bombay regarding the construction of Water-works for the town
of Bhewndy in the Tanna Collectorate, and to request that they may be circulated
the information of Municipal Committees in the Madras Presidency.

for

SUMMARY of Correspondence relaling to the*Construction of Water-Works for the Town of
Bhewndy, in the Tanna Collectorate, Bombay Presidency.

In 1851 works were constructed out of funds made up of a Government grant and voluntary
contributions from the people to supply a portion of the town of Bhewndy with water from the
Waralla Tank, which is situated in the vicinity, and contains an ample supply of good water. The
works consisted of an earthen conduit pipe connecting the tank with cisterns constructed in the
Owing, however, to the small diameter of the conduit, the suppliesit furnished were wholly
inadequate to the wants of the towny which contains, according to the last census, 11,907 inhabi-
tants. This was especially the esce during the months of March, April, and May, when the
inhiabitants were reduced to the greatest straits for water. To remedy the evil it was proposed in
1867 to lay down a new 5-inch iron main, the cost of which was variously estimated at from
700 to Rupees 25,000 in round numbers. To meet this expenditure the Municipality
of the town had only an annual balance of some 4,000 Rupees to be expended on works of improve-
ment, and it was considered unadvisable to devote this balance for a number of years to a single
object, to the neglect of many other important works involving large outlays which awaited the
attention of the Municipality. It was, therefore, resolved by that body, in November 1869, after
futile negociations with the Collector of Tanna, during the interval, to obtain a grant from the
Loeal Funds towards carrying oub the proposed water-works, to raise a loan of Rupees 25,000 for
the purpose on the security of the municipal revenues. They requested the loan, in the first
instance, from Government, gince it would have been impossible for them to obtain the sum
required, at any other than an extremely heavy rate of interest, in the bazaar. At the same time,
to meet the increased outlay, consequent upon the carrying out of the project, they solicited the
sanction of Government to an octroi duty caleulated to yield about Rupees 3,000 per annum.

2. In May 1870 the tax was sanctioned, and orders were issued by Government for the
preparation of & careful estimate of the proposed work. Captain Maunsell, the Executive Engineer,
Northern Konkan, who prepared the estimate, provided, besides a 5-inch iron main and distribut-
ing pipes, for sundry repairs to the old dam of the Waralla Tank, a new settling reservoir with
filtering apparatus inside the tank, and four new reservoirs in the town itself, at a cost of Rupees
20,479. In submitting this estimate, the Superintending Engineer, Northern Division, expressed
his opinion—upon which the Municipality determined to act—that a 6-inch main would be
preferable, if the case could afford it, toone of a 5-inch diameter. The cost of the additional inch,
he remarked, would amount only to Rapees 1,500, thus raising the total estimate of the work to
the sum of Rupees 31,979. This latter estima‘e was sanctioned by Government towards the end
of May 1872, and the Municipality were informed that, if Government aid was given, the work

town.
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epl; up to wha.tever the demand mammter in the reservoirs in the
wn up, the ball valve, with which each reservoir is provided, opens and admits a
water equal to that which hasbeen drawn. What the demand may be, experience alone
ut should it be found, that more water is being used daily than will admit of the supply
atained throughout the dry season, the Committee have it in their power to regulate the
er to each reservoir separately or to the whole colleetively, and to this speeial attention
paid ; for, although formerly the tank water has been found sufficient, now with greater
t is possible and probable that the water mllbomorewutefnny used, and it should,

-

impressed upon the Committee and the inh

.
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In reviewing the above proceedings, Govemmont recorded the following resolution :—

bvernment are glad to learn that Mr. Maclaran has brought this useful and important

suceessful conclusion.
) It is to be hoped that other mmuhpsl towns, where the wster-nupp}y is bad, will

example set by Bhewndy, and avail themselves of the provisions of the Local Public
Act in order to improve it. There is usually no other object so worthy of the expendi-
icipal Funds. ;
) The history of this nnder&akmg aﬂ'oris another proof of how necessary it is that
his nature should be carried out by qualified and responsible professional men.
L) The Collector should eommunicate with tly officers of the Public Works Department,
ew to their certifying that the work has been properly carried out. [The Executive
Northern Konkan, hw since certified Mnaly ﬂgt ““the project of mpprymg

of Municipalities. 1
t of the Municipal Gommmm. Hadral

g that, although the mmsby which -
is supplied has been improved and euhrpd, Ghe actual source whenee it is obtained ia
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satisfactorily completed.”’]
Bhewndy with water alppe&fs ::n]:?:: ::i;event waste of water should be e?mmended to the careful
(5.) Mr. Maclaran's

es 25,527, with interest g

» consideration of the Mnnic?'pﬂit!r : o
.4_'_'_"_—‘;“'—‘!;-‘11-: A - —=y Sl No'." 678.
of the actua 256 ORDER THEREON, 31st Mar.ch 1875, No._ Rtk e
T . d d to be communicated to all Presidents of Municipal Com
e ' (True Extract.)
3,258 12 4 wag due to

W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Seeretary.

prevailing in England, which varies

from nine pence to g shilling per foot.

1,201 12 7 was due to the construction
brought about by the inj

: the Municipality for
the provision of stone. The first two items of excess added to the last tyg

; unavoidable excess 3 To All Presidents of Mumcxp?h'h::.Commission, Madras. :
Rupees 4,815-10-2, This sum subtracted from the actual cost gives Rupees s
82,014-10-2, which is in excess of the estimate by Rupees 535.10.2 only.
12. Mr. Maclaran winds up his report on the completion of the water-works with the folloy-
ing remarks :— v

Ezd. W. J. Lewis.
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