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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
15tk February 1875.

Municipal—Taxation.

No. 192. Read the following letter from W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commissions, Godavery District, to the Honorable . ¥
CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Rajahmundry, 16th January 1875, No. 8 :— .

I mave the honor to forward some resolutions of the Rajahmundry Munieipal
Commission for the sanction of Government.

2. Government are aware that the funds of the Municipality are not sufficient
for all our requirements ; and the Local Funds Board cannot give us much assistance.
The Commissioners have hitherto been anxious not to increase the taxation, but we
have come to the conclusion that we cannot go on any longer in the way we have been.

3. There is a very large extent of road urgently requiring repairs, and we can
give but a small amount towards this work. The hospital is sadly in want of repairs.
We cannot afford a Vaceinator, and the conservancy of the town would be improved if
we had more funds,

4. The Municipal Commissioners have, therefore, resolved to ask Government to
reintroduce the Profession-tax, and to put the House-tax at 6+ per cent. on the
annual value, and to raise the Tolls from half to three-quarters of the maximum
allowed by the Act.

5. I know of no objection to be urged about the House-tax being fixed at 6}
per cent. ; but I do not like the Profession-tax, and I should be glad to see Tolls
abolished, especially while the roads aré not so good inside the Municipality as outside
it. Still, considering the want of funds to carry out the urgent works, I would recom-
mend Government to sanction these proposals from the commencement of néxt year.,

6. If Government will give their sanction, the Commissioners will hereafter lay
before Government their proposals for the expenditure of the extra funds.

7. I may mention that, as heretofore, the Commissioners had thought that the
taxation could not be increased. I proposed that we should ask Government to abolish
the Commission and form a local Committee, as contemplated in Section 33 of the
Local Fund Aect, retaining so much of the taxation aswould be allowed by that Act;
but the Commissioners did not like this, as it would subordinate the Commission to
the Local Fund Board, and though it would give the town better roads, would reduce
probably the means of lighting it ; so instead of doing this, they made the proposals
which I now ask Government to sanction.

8. With reference to the estimate of Rupees 566-4-0 for repairing the Civil
Dispensary, the Commissioners wish that this amount may be sanctioned from the
Funded Capital of the Hospital. To save delay, as the matter is very urgent, they have
for the present paid the money from the General Fund. I request the order of Govern-
ment on this matter. If Government sanction the increased taxation, there will not
be so much reason for taking the sum from the Funded Capital ; but if they refuse
sanction, I must, notwithstanding recent Government orders, recommend that it be
taken from the Endowment Fund.

Y ’ o
Resolutions.

II. Proposed that Government be requested to introduce again the tax on professions, &e.

Carried unanimously.




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department, < |
AL 15th February 1875.

III. Pmyondthattherhhinmmdtothmfonﬁhofthemuimnmm~
e Remlvodthat}thoun‘oﬁonof Government be asked to keep the rate on houses, &o., at
6% per cent. on the annual valus, ‘ !

] V. Resolved that the estimate for Rupees 566-4-0 for repairing the Civil Dispensary be

- ‘mﬁonadﬁomthsFlmdedOQpihlbfthoHocpiuL "

- Resolved that the amount of this estimate be advanced from the General Funds, and the

work to bo ¢ immediately under the supervision of 8. Gopalakrishnamma Garu and
B. Bomayya Garu, 5
AT (True Extract.)
Rasamiuxory, (Signed)  W. P. AUSTIN,
18¢h December 1874. _ Vice-President.
No. 193.

OrpER THEREON, 15th February 1875, No. 333.

Under the eircumstances reported, the Government will not object to the reintro-

duction of the Profession-tax subject to the exemption of persons falling within the

sixth, seventh, and eighth classes,
2. The rate of tolls may also be increased from one-half to three-fourths of the
maximum, but the inoomg from that source will again be subject to reduction under the

orders recently. issued fegarding the division of the proceeds between Municipal and
Local Funds,

(True Extract,)

Acting Chief Secretary.
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