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Local Funds—Accounts.
Read the following papers:—

No. 162.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st October 1875,
No. 2929.

Read again Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 8,991, dated 4th October 1875.
Read also the following letter from the Accountant-General, to H. E. STOKES,
Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Fort St. George,
6th October 1875, No. 6,921 :—
[ Vide Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 8,991, dated 4th October 1875.]

Tae undersigned has the honor to state that two Clerks of the Board’s estab-
lishment had attended this office from the 27th November to 22nd December
1873 for the preparation of the Local Fund Statement required by the Board for
1872-73, and one clerk was recently deputed to compile the Local Fund Account
of the two Circles in the Godavery District for 1871-72.

2. The statements for 1873-T4 prepared by this office considerably inter-
fered with its ordinary work. In the current year there is a great press of work
owing to the Comptroller-General at Calcutta requiring the submission of monthly
municipal abstracts of receipts and disbursements. It is impossible therefore to
furnish the statements now required without assistance being afforded as in the

case of 1872-73.
3. The supplemental account of the Godavery District for March 1875 has

not yet been received, which prevents the detail books kept for Local Funds being
closed.

4, The statements in question can be compiled in the Board’s office from
the progressive totals of the several detailed heads in the supplemental Local
Fund Accounts for March, copies of which, it is believed, are rendered direct to
you by the several Collectors.

(Signed)  E. RULE,
In charge of Office of Accountant-General.

-

SusMmITTED for the early orders of Government.

2. The Board asked the Accountant-General to furnish them thh an
abstract statement of receipts and disbmrsements of Local Funds to enable them
to check the figures in the Presidents’ annual reports, which are required by
Government to agree with the Accountant-General’s books. He refuses to furnish
these statements unless Accountants are deputed from the Board’s Office to assist
in their preparation, and cites two cases in which this was done. He suggests
that the Board should compile the statements themselves from the supplemental
accounts for March sent from Collectors’ offices.

3. The Board on the former occasions referred to deputed Accountants
from their office as the state of work permitted this to be done, and as they were
anxious to assist the Accountant-General as far as they could. Butat present
they cannot spare men from their office. Further, they are of opinion that it is the
Accountant-General’s business to furnish the statements required ; and they
consider that it is incumbent on them to raise the question of principle, as it appears
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No.163.  From R. W. LODWICK, Esq., Accountant-General, to the Hon,
D. F. CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort s
St. George, dated Fort St. George, 13th November 1875, No. 478,
Book Departmont : . A-.; = el . ey
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z Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depammt, :

30tk December 1875.

3. The statements for 1873-74 were called for by the Board on the 28th
August 1874, and were prepared in the office by the order of the Deputy
Accountant-General who was then in charge. They were not finally rendered
till the 30th October 1874, thus ocenpying over two months in preparation, and
they would not have been reéndered even then had not the establishment worked
extra hours, and a hand been taken from his regular work to assist the compilation
branch. To avoid such delay in the preparation of the statements, and because
the extra band above referred to is needed for the compilation of the Municipal
accounts, the Board were asked to send two clerks to obtain the information
required for 1874.75, : :

4.1 would beg to draw the attention of Government to Rule 69 of the Rules
framed by Government for the Local Fund, in which it is plainly provided that
& copy of every monthly Local Fund account shall be sent to the Board. The
Board, however, says that the supplemental accounts for March are not always
received by it, but it appears to me that the Board should take steps to obtain a
copy of this account from the Collectors, as it not only contains the charges of
March, but also Public Works adjustments of two months previous, and is of much
importance, since, if rendered, the Board would have before it the complete accounts
for each circle. If, in the audit of the supplemental accounts in this office, any
alterations are made, the Collectors concerned might, after receipt from this office
of the statement showing the result of audit, communicate the alterations to the

. Board.

5. Tt is usual when calls-are made upon this department for actuals to furnish

 the particulars given in the General Abstracts of receipts and disbursements, but
- when details of districts are needed, it has been customary to ask for hands to be

sent to compile the required information, as the books maintained, and which have
been prescribed by the Comptroller-General, show only the monthly transactions
of the entire Presidency, and thus a complete recast of accounts becomes necessary.

6. With ‘regard to the remarks of the Board in the concluding part of
paragraph 3 of their Proceedings, I beg to state that the totals of the Major and
Minor heads of the Godavery Accounts for 1871-72 were certified to by me, but
not of the detail heads. ’

— s r——

No. 164.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th December 1875,
No. 11,032 (Miscellaneous. )

The Board respectfully beg the attention of Government to their Proceedings,
dated 21st October 1875, No. 2929, submitting a letter from the Accountant-
General in which that officer declined to furnish the Board with statements
showing the receipts and charges of Local Funds during 1874-75 as booked by
bim, and to request that early orders may be passed thereon.

2. . The Local Fund reports from more than three-fourths of the circles have
been received, but for want of the Accountant-General’s statements, the Beard are
unable to check the figures or to review the reports.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary.
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No. 2,929,
ProczepiNGs oF THE Boarp oF Revexue, dated 21st October 1875.

Read again Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 8,991, dated 4th October 1875. '

Read also the following letter from the Accountant-General, to H. E. STOKES,
+ Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Fort St. George,
6th October 1875, No. 6,921 :—
[Vide Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 8,991, dated 4th October 1875.]

Tae undersigned has the honor to state that two clerks of the Board’s estab-
lishment had attended this office from the 27th November to 22nd December
1873 for the preparation of the Local Fund Statement required by the Board for
1872-73, and one clerk was recently deputed to compile the Local Fund Account
of the two Circles in the Godavery District for 1871-72.

9. The statements for 1873-T4 prepared by this office considerably inter-
fered with its ordinary work. In the current year there is a great press of work
owing to the Comptroller-General at Calcutta requiring the submission of monthly
municipal abstracts of receipts and disbursements. Itis impossible therefore to
furnish the statements now required without assistance being afforded as in the
case of 1872-73.

3. The supplemental ‘account of the Godavery District for March 1875 has
not yet been received, which prevents the detail books kept for Local Funds being
closed.

4. TheYstatements in question can be compiled in the Board’s office from
the progressive totals of the several detailed heads in the supplemental Local
Fund Accounts for March, copies of which, it is believed, are rendered direct o
you by the several Collectors. L

(Signed) E. RULE,
In charge of Office of Accountant-General.

‘SusmitTED for the early orders of Government. &

2. The Board asked the Accountant-General to furnish them with an
abstract statement of receipts and disbursements of Local Funds to enable them
to check the figures in the Presidents’ annual reports, which are required by
Government to agree with the Accountant-General’s books. He refuses to furnish
these statements unless Accountants are deputed from the Board’s Office to assist
in their preparation, and cites two cases in which this was done. He suggests
that the Board should compile the statements themselves from the supplemental
accounts for March sent from Collectors’ offices. :

3. The Board on the former occasions referred to deputed Accountant
from their office as the state of work permitted this to be done, and as they were
anxious to assist the Accountant-General as far as they could. But at present
they cannot spare men from their office. Further, they are of opinion that it is the
Accountant-General’s business to furnish the slatements required ; and they
consider that it is incumbent on them to raise the question of principle, as it appears
desired to turn their past complaisance into an inconvenient precedent. They
further believe that the system of sending clerks from one office to do the work of
another will not be approved by Government. The Board require statements
guaranteed by thg signature of the Accountant-General, but when the Godavery
statements were prepared by the Board’s Accountants this guarantce was refused.
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G fntinent.

PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.,
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