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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Fizmncidl Department,
‘ 15¢h November 1875,

Local Funds—Tolls,

Read the following papers:— .
No. 68.  Minute by the Hon. the PrESIDENT, dated 6th November 1875.
s, Do. do. R.S. Eius, cB, , T7th iy s
bt - Do. do. 'W. HupLEsTON, 7th W -

No. 71. Ogper THEREON, 15th November 1875, No. 2198.

The Governor in Council has for some time past had occasion to observe the
insufficiency of the funds levied under the Road Cess, for the extension of the
Communications of the country, and even for the completion of those already
commenced—an insufficiency which arises mainly from the heavy drain on those
funds, for the maintenance of Roads and Bridges.

9. When Act IIL. of 1866, the first District Road Cess Act, came under
consideration three years after its enactment, it was found that no less than thirty
one per cent. of the proceeds had been assigned as Mileage grants; and it was
undoubtedly in view of the large, increasing, and well-founded demands under this
head, that the existing sources of taxation were supplemented by a Section author-
ising the levying of TorLs, the net proceeds of which were to be wholly applied to
the ¢ construction, repair, and maintenance of roads and communications.”

3. This provision of the Law has been very seldom and very inadequately
resorted to. For the current year 1875-76, Tolls yield but little over 13 lac,,
out of o total gross income of the Road Fund—including 134 lacs Government
grant—of Rupees 43,85,7 50 ; while the ratio of Expenditure to Income, under the
head of Repairs, has more than doubled since 1866, being now as nearly as possible
65 per cent. It is only in twelve districts that Tolls are levied at all, and in five of
these they exist in one Circle alone. Indeed the system can scarcely be said to have
been inaugurated; about 16,000 miles made road are being maintained almost
entirely out of funds which should more properly be devoted to Construction.
The country is everywhere calling out for new roads, and the want of Bridges is

still more apparent.
4. TIn these circumstances, the Governor in Council resolves to request the

- Board of Revenue to call upon all Presidents of Local Fund Commissioners to

report, with as little delay as possible, whether relief may not be given to the
General Fund by tolling all roads to which maintenance grants are now assigned.
Fach report should be accompanied by an estimate of the Income =nd Expendi-
ture, from Tolls to be so raised. It might be advisable to constitute a separate
Repair Fund in every circle, to which, under special sanction, assignments might
occasionally be made from the general Income; and this Repair Fund might be
atilised under the direct orders of the Commissioners, without the intervention
of the Department Public Works on these subsidiary points, as well as on the
principal question, The replies of District officers will be awaited, before any
action is taken,

(True Extrac:.) ’

E
-

v

Officiating Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.
Public Works Department.
Accountant-General,

Exd. J. Wright.
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