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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
15tk October 1875.

PO e A —r— et e A i e

Local Funds—Sanitary.

No. 137. Read the following letter from W. LOGAN, Esq., Acting Presi-
dent of the Local Fund Boards, Malabar, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Calicut, 10th September 1875, No. 467 :—

With reference to &.0., Financial Department, No. 1065, dated 17th May
1875, I have the honor to submit copy of & report from the Acting Head Assistant
Collector who has charge of the division in which Ponani town is situated, and
under whose direction the money voted by the Local Fund Board for sanitary
purposes in it, and in some other towns in that talug, is being spent.

2. You will observe that the Acting Head Assistant Collector admits the
truth of the Deputy Surgeon-General’s statements, and adds that the same remarks
true as regards Ponani would apply to Tanur and the other fishing villages of that
part of the coast.

3. Ponani is unfortunately one of the few places in the district of which I
have as yet no personal knowledge, but [ gather that it is situated on a sandbank
and therefore that the soil is porous.

4. Under such circumstances, the steps which commend themselves to my
judgment for improving the place are :—

I.—Tofill up all wells and, as far as possible, all latrines in places where the
houses cluster closely together, and to open fresh wells and select suitable sites
for common latrines ; the former, as much as possible, in spots as far removed as
convenience will permit from the dwelling-houses and filth accumulations, and the
latter in places where a considerable space would be availablé.

I1.—In places less denselysettled,a house-to-house inspection should be made,
and any wells situated injuriously close to filth accumulations should be filled up,
and the people should be shown how to make their latrines after a more rational
plaa than that usually followed on this coast.

5. For my own part I consider that the benefit derived from masonry
drains, of which the Deputy Surgeon-General approves, does not bear any proper
proportion to the expense of constructing them, except where houses are so close
as to touch each other. In less densely populated places where there is, as at
Ponani, a sandy soil and a sandy subsoil, it is far better, in my opinion, to trust
to the salutary action of plants in removing organic matters from the soil.

6. Finally, as to the best form of latrine, I lately inspected just such a
building as the Acting Head Assistant Collector describes in paragraph 4as “a
substantial building of masonry,” and Ihave no hesitation in saying that where a
sufficiently large spaceé is available it is far better to enclose for latrine purposes a
piece of ground and plant it with rows of cacoanut and plantain trees, between
which trenches should be dug and periodically filled in and fresh ones opened.
Cocoanut and plantain trees grow readily in most places on this coast without
being irrigated, and such plants remove from the soil in immense quantities the

very organic matter of which we wish to get rid.
7. Tf these remarks commend themselves to Government, I will take steps to
have Ponani and the other towns and villages in that neighbourhood dealt with on

the plan above sketched.
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From H. T. KNOX, Esq., Acting Head Assistant

dent of the Local Fund Board. Cal;
No. 614, Do

With reference to your foot-note to G.0. dated 1
?nent, I have the honor to report that the rem;rks of t
lusan.itary condition of Ponani are still applicable to it
remain so.

Collector, to W, LOGAN, Esq., Acting Presi-
dated Betutpudiangady, 28th August 1875

h7r.hDMa,y last, No. 1065, Financial Depart-
: deIpu(;y Surgeon-General regarding the
» and I fear that they must in greater part

2. If Ponani could be chucked into the sea and a
chance of keeping the ground sweet. The sands are §

$ 1 i
can do is to keep the top as clean as may ke, led with the filth of years, and all that we

Mopla notions ; but we cannot prevent the people from dri

we fill in the wells. That we cannot do until we provide :,m
The only way to do this would be to dig wells in the S&nds
area of the town and carry the water in pipes to fountains
down pumps and pipes would be very heavy and so would ﬂ.]e

klng' the sewage in their wells unless
ufficient supply of pure drinking water
at a good distance beyond the pollute«i
;l::i cgst o'f making wells and laying
: " of maintenance. ]
- 4;;um’1;:o]$ef::‘l)f:: ::Z:.n fouling the soil in future we should build latrines which ™
¥y person ready access. If we now drive th ff i e
must b?tﬂke themselves to the patches of backyards and places d thei e oot
be serviceable in the monsoon must be substantial buildings of mas:x::; . tTha wells.f e
5 e cost of b

keeping up an adequate supply would be very heavy. uilding and

5. Idonot think that the Local Fund Boards’
revenues will b
would b? put on them by_ the measures which are desirable. For wlha,t ;::r:: ol;'e;vy . ’b'urden Iy
true of.l‘.annr, and I think of every fishing village on the coast. Only Deputy S g b
don’t visit places where there are not dispensaries, i s

6. All that we can do is to try to remove the water as i :
ing in pools, to keep the places round the tanks clean, an:itt:al::i::[;i f;:v:t:z;;fm!; Sltagnat-
often as we can_to prevent accumulations of filth. Whatever I can do in this ‘dire t.an -anes ad
funds allotted to Ponani, Tanur, Pudiangady, and Edapal, I will do. ction with the
7. For the current year a sum of Rupees 2,400 has been allotted by the Local Fund B
for the four towns. With this I can only keep streets and lanes clean, c]éan a tank here and thoard
and continue the work of making magonry drains to carry off the water. The latteris & v
in these sandy tracts. a necessity

No. 138. OrpER THEREON, 15th October 1875, No. 2036.

Every attempt should be made to improve the sites of wells in Ponani where
feasible ; wells known to be polluted should be stopped up, new wells being
previously opened. If however, as appears probable, practical difficulties arise to
prevent this being done to any considerable extent, it will be necessary to have
resort to a project for introducing a mew supply of water into the town. The
I:reS}dent of the Local Fund Board should report, in consultation with the District
.Engmeer, whether a supply of water can be taken off from the river above tidal
Influence, and introduced into the town ; and if so, at what cost.

2. i et :
i thnnes at present existing in unsuitable places should be closed, and new
rin gy ;
gliou]:;sbsgu stantially b-Ul[t should be erectel. DPlantations and dry cultivation
encouraged in the mneighbourhood of latrines. If the new latrines are

not built _
i thel ad:f ltnasom-y,. t_he use of corrugated iron may be attempted. The latter
antage of giving a moveable structure.

new sandbank thrown up, there would be a‘

e P e e S P e P i P SRSSSR

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
15¢h October 1875.

—

3. The Governor in Council is of opinion that all the drains in towns of this
description should be built of masonry. The President will report how the
ystem of domestic scavenging can be superseded by a better one.

4. Effortsto bring into a sanitary condition a fishing town like Ponani will
necessarily require a considerable length of time to produce results. Much may
be done however by a course of small measures systematically pursued. In
addition to the points above mentioned, the closing of grave-yards, the filling up
matters of general sanitation, may be attended to with

cesspool s

of foul-pits, and other

advantage. >
i (True Extract.)

Ofiiciating Clief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.
President of the Local Fund Boards, Malabar.

Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department.
Sanitary Commissioner, Madras.
Public Works Department.
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Exd. T. O'Connor.
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