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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
: 9th August 1875.

R N O s SRS ol B SR B

Municipal—Tolls.

No. 53. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th
July 1875, No. 2015 :— d

Read the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, North Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Biraddipalli, 21st June 1875, No. 334 :—

Wirn reference to Board’s Official Memorandum, dated 22nd ultimo, No. 788,
dirocting me to submit the proposals of the Local Fund Boards regarding the
subject of the levy of tolls on through traffic by Municipal and Local Fund Boards,
1 have the honor to state that the Loqal Fund Board of the Chittoor Circle, after
giving full and careful consideration to the subject, are unanimously of opinion
that the construction of a loop-line as suggested by Government cannot be carried
out in the Vellore Municipality, as that town is so inconveniently situated. 'This
Municipality, which is the only important and extensive one in the district, is
bounded on the south and east by a range of rocky hills, up to the foot of which
the houses extend, and on the north and west by the- Palar river, between
which and the town there is a margin of low-lying wet cultivation. The marginal
Jands by the side of the Palar are so low that the river inundates them yearly.
Their proximity to the town and the excellence of their means of irrigation make
these fields very valuable, so that the construction of a loop-line through them ‘
would be enormously expensive on account of the heavy compensation that would
have to be paid io the owners, and also because the road would have to be carried
along a high embankment skirting the Palar river, which, in its annual heavy
floods, would be a constant source of danger. Between the town and the hills
1 have just mentioned a road cannot possibly be constructed.

: 9. As regards the question of dividing the revenue derived from tolls, the
Local Fund Board consider that they have not had occasion to complain of any
backwardness on the part of the Vellore Municipality in contributing a fair share
toward working expenses and general improvement of ‘the district. Since the
year 1869, the Municipality has borne the whole cost of the upkeep of the
portion of the Great Northern Trunk Road leading from Vellore, and which passes
the Railway Station. The District Engineer last year forwarded an estimate,
amounting to Rupees 4,100, for the complete reconstruction of that portion of the
road, and the Municipality has this year agreed to contribute three-fourths of the
charge, and also Rupees 3,500, being half the cost of the erection of a bridge
over the Nakkaluvanka Channel, which crosses the road; and the Municipality
has also raised the maintenance allotment of the road to Rupees 1,210. The
total outlay from Municipal Funds this year upon this road alone therefore
amounts to nearly Rupees 8,000, Besides this, it has also to bearits share in the
heavy cost of reconstructing the fallen Palar Bridge near Vellore, viz., Rs. 11,615,
at the rate apportioned to it—uvide paragraph 2 of the Proceedings of the Board
of Revenue, dated 19th May 1875, No. 1,363. In addition to the outlay it is
at present making, the Municipality has now offered to undertake the further
cost of the upkeep of the several Local Fund Roads and the remaining portions
of the Trunk Road leading to Arnee and from Madras which run through munici-
pal limits, and these will entail on the Municipality an extra outlay of upward;
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No. 54. OrDER THEREON, 9th August 1875, No. 1627.

The Governor in Council agrees with the Board of Revenue, and .d;ire.cts that
the Municipal Commissioners of Vellore be exempted from contn.butmg any
poition of the tolls levied in that Municipality to Local Funds until the Palar

i i tored. ; : :
brldgze ls’ll:?:a Wallajahpet Municipality will, however, be required to contribute
one-th.ird of the net proceeds from tolls to Local Funds from 1876-77.

(True Extract.)

Officiating Chief Secretary.

T§ the Board of Revenue, s
ident of the Munisipalities
o in the District of North Arcot.
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