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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Tth August 1875.
S S S AR SRR MRS C R S B S S LIRSS

Medical,

No. 40. Read the following letter from Surgeon-General E. G. BALFOUR,
Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, to the Honorable D. F.
CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Fort St. George, 7th June 1875, No, 317 :—

His Excellency the Governor in Council has received my letter, No. 282,
dated the 21st of May 1875, furnishing a scheme for giving effect to the wishes of
Government to have apprentices bound by articles to the Civil Dispensaries of the
country. The scheme in that letter was drafted with much care and underwent
a final examination at a conference between the Principal of the Medical Colleger
Deputy Surgeon-Greneral vanSomeren, and myself. It seems to me impossible to
foretell how far Local Fund Boards and Municipalities may be disposed to take
advantage of any permissive act to add, in the manner proposed, to the number of
medical men practising in the country, but there was not even one response to
the letter, No. 1850, that I senton the 18th of March 1873, to every Municipality,
telling them the amount (Rupees 528) for which they could educate a medical
man with the Hospital-Assistant qualifications at the Madras College, and inviting
them to send scholarship-students there. Further, the scheme submitted on the
91st ultimo to Government is undoubtedly costly, perhaps more so than a college
education would be, and the outturn would certainly not be of better, perhaps of
considerably inferior, quality to that from the Medical College.

9. It is not, however, the doubts as to the action that the Municipal and
Local Fund Boards may take, nor the costliness of the proposed form of education
at Dispensaries, nor the outturn béing possibly of inferior quality to what the
college could send forth ; it is none of all those points that I regard as of imports
ance sufficient to require the consideration of any other scheme by Government.
But it is, and I think His Excellency the Governor in Council will concur with
¢ the scheme will not, as regards quantity, produce results

me, when I mention tha
© of that large character which the requirements of the country demand, and is still

only one other scheme in which the people, instead of paying for their medical

education, are to have scholarships to induce them to study.
3. I am satisfied that there are in Madras city and in the Madras Provinces

persons who would gladly, if permitted, enter on their own resources on the study
of medicine at the Madras Medieal College, some to follow the curriculum which
is allotted for the Second Department, others that ordered for the Junior Depart-
ment, provided merely that a College Diploma or Degree were guaranteed on
examination at its close, and Iask His Excellency the Governor in Council to

throw the Madras Medical College open in that manner. I have, in former com-
munications, brought to the notice of

No. 11?3 3; }g:hAPTil 1?:74' Government that in the 1873-74 Session
’ § the Calcutta Medical College, with only

one Professor and four Assistants more than now in the Madras College, had 1,394
that the Bombay College, with Professors and Assistant Professors
;dentical in number with those possessed by Madras, had 303 students in the
while Madras had only ninety-four students, and 115 was then
stated by the Principal to be the maximum number that the present staff could teach.

students;

bygone session,
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Oprice oF Surcrox-GENERAL, L. M. D,

Fort Saint George, 7%@ 18757
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* From

=1 - =

SURGEON-GENERAL EDWARD BALFOUR,

Surgeon-General,
Indian Medical Departmni
Fort Saint George.
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