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Proceedings of the Madras Goverriment, Financial Department,
30tk July 1875. '
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Local Funds—Tolls. :

No. 203. Read the following Proceedings of the Board & Revenue, dated
98th June 1875, No. 1776:—

Read the following letter from R. J. MELVILLE, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, and the Conjeveram Municipality, Chingleput District, to
I E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Saidapet, 4th June 1875, No. 76 :—

1 mave the honor to report on G. 0., Financial Department, dated 11th
January last, No. 40, on the subject of ““dividing proceeds of tolls between
Municipalities and the Local Fund Boards of the Circles, which are charged with
the construction and maintenance of the great lines of highway of the country.”

9. The order in question, which was considered by the Local Fund Boards
of this district and the Municipality of Conjeveram, is of importance to the
Saidapet Local Fund Board.

3. It will be seen from the enclosed resolution that the Saidapet Board
claim a share of the proceeds of tolls levied by the Municipality of Madras, as the
traffic on which they are levied passes over the roads in this Circle. Hitherto the
Municipality of Madras has contributed nothing towards the maintenance of the
roads, over which passes the whole of the cart traffic which is tolled on entering
Municipal limits. This traffic goes over on an average about three miles of
Municipal road, while the average length of Saidapet Local Fund Road that it

traverses is some 15 or 20 miles. The Board has about 67 miles of roads leading
into Madras, the up-keep of which for 1873-74 was nearly half a lakh of Rupees a8
shown in the following statement :—

R ——

- “____._.__————__-——-—_’-——'-——————"“‘“;_—-—
Expenditure for -

Name of Road. Length. Repairs in
il 1873-74.

’_________.__————___.___——_____,..__—————

e A, P
Road from Elphinstone’s Bridge to its
junction with the road from Mount near
Mr. Maltby's gate, at Rupees 464 per
mile
Great Northern Road from Madras to the
Bengal frontier, at Rupecs 800 per
mile TR N S S T g e
Portion of the Great Southern Road from
Madras to the Travancore frontier, at
Rupees 1,147 per L T e M S
Portion of the Western Road from Madras
to Culicut, at Rupecs 533 per milo ... 15 8001 811
Road from Elphinstone’s Bridge to Elliot’s
Beach, at Rupees 328 per miale i e 1 231 100 5
Road from Madras to Trivettore, at Rs.
330 per mile ... oo eee oop  wer e
Basin Road to Trivettore, at Rupees 175
POr Mile .o see e ers ses sew e
Road from the boundary of Madras to the
Paper Mills, at Rupees 350 per mile ... ' 366 3 6
Road from Elphinstone's Bridge towards | M. YDS.
Sadras, at Rupees 200 per mile ... .. 2 140 804 0 7

————— e | ———————

Total... 67 | 46,929 9 2

23| 1,082 0 9
98l | 20,417 12 4

14 | 15,917 2 3

1 330 15 2
2 280 8 3
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Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Financial Department, o
30tk July 1875.

4. I observe from the Muni
among the receipts : —

cipal Budget for 1874-75 the following items

Rg.
A. Tolls 40,000
B. Tax on carriages and animals e s 46,000
C. Registration of T i o R 12,000
D. Government Contribution for roads 45,000

While the entry of expenditure for th $1is Rupees 52,600, or
very little more than the actual expenditure particularized in Paragraph 3 by the
Saidapet Board in 1873-74.

5. The Municipality thus appears to derive as mych
cart registration—which is in fact the Madras road-tax—ag
(unless the year is an exceptional one), and in addition to 1]
roads from Government of nearly lalf a lakh of Rupees; it may therefore he said
to be independent of the item of tolls for the up-keep of its roads,

6. The Board on the other hand has but a very trifling income from tolls

(arising from a share of the receipts from thig source in the Chingleput Circle),
there being but one toll-bar in the Circle.

are, if for the wear and tear of roads, for ¢
Circle, mnch more than for that of

from wheel-tax anq
it expends on roads
15 it hasg grant for

1e Municipal limits

two-thirds should perhaps belong to the
7. 'The great w
heavy traflic over them, into and out of the Pre
glance at the average cost per mile of up-keep,
while the average throughout the Presidency
8. It may be noted that there is hard]

sidency town, is evident from
which was Rupees 4094 in 1871.72,
Was only Rupees 1221,

the heavy traffic over the roads contributeg
This contribution can be secur

the tolls taken at the Municipa

case ag long as
r maintenanco.
r from g share of

nothing towards thei
ed only in one of two ways, eithe
1 gates, or by establish;

: Mu hing new toll-bars, The latter
plan is extremely objectionable, the fo 1 €8 no extry hardship on traffic

and is easily carried oyt,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30¢th July 1875.

(Rupees 6,200 during 1873-74) about one-fifth (Rupees 1,31(?3 accrlxleashfrozxi :h:
rt traffic passing into the Municipality from the Damal side, whie ag
* ly 70 per cent. of the tolls collected at Damal, Local Fund toll-bar, from
:::trsygoingpeast, or about one-third of th(.) lo-cal collections at thlz;t baxi. 9((:))f th:
one-fifth of the tolls levied by the Municipality on traffic fr(;m an.lad, b ]t)ﬁe
cent. are stated to appertain to town supply and traffic, and the remainde
ge"e’]"; t“Xl: t(())fttl}l]: :Ijz;:f;iive proposition contained in the second Proceedings
of cons;ructing a loop line round Conjeveram, to av?id the .levy of do;]blec:?g::
one at Damal and another at Conjeveram, the Executive El]glll]]faer l‘Ol(lig rzvemn
lates the cost at about Rupees 15,000—Rupees 8,000 for m(ta.ta 1&%. z;,;lndf o wiﬁ
the line (four miles), and the rest on ?ccount of compensation
have to be taken up for the proposed line.

Excrosures Nos. 1 to 3.—Extract from Proceedings of Local Fund Boards.

SupmiTTED for the orders of Government, with reference to the Government
3 Orders noted in the margin,

G. 0., dated 4th Oct. 1872, No. 1,349, F. D, 2. The Local Fund Board of the
il S e ian' ]1374 Y 38 "' Sydapet Circle submit a claim to share
¥ 11th Jan. 1875, ,, e )

e} "

in the tolls levied by the Municipali}v
1 t the case can be distinguished from the ordi-
Sk lbnt t}tllfelitl)igctil;:;]iotlllwi‘s merely a transit duty on general traffic f)f tl.la
76 ey “{\;Tri roduce reaches Madras by road is chiefly for consuml?tlon in
ol ‘dm tI; r export by sea, and the Madras tolls are reall}.r an octroi. T;lle
i tm}m? e to u; I1he I;;)cal Fund Roads, but the provincial grants to the
t’:ﬂﬂi}’ o 'trl;ie c:ll :t ; high figure in congideration of the heavy chzfrges for th.e
dlsf“(’t e : eoads con:ergi:r)lg on the capital ; and the bene'ﬁt which th; ag;q-
mumt('mtancf t(l)xerdistrict derive from the proximity of the Presidency 'II?]?J ;t a(;'
zzl:::il;hssothe charge put upon them for the Zp-]keep ofet(liliesqll‘lo(;'xgz.d e Boar
. i rd shou.. v i 2d,
it o :hfj:ht‘:‘: lglllliln;;{et;:t LI?ZZLIBI(;zard and the Municipality of Conje-
. tl:‘h:;S rue(:::ion is complicated by the existence of a Local Fund toll .at Damtz;],
bt 4 ; miles of the town. The Chingleput Board propose to give up the
s Se‘:’l“ if ;Ile Municipality will give up theirs; but the Board observe that
44t lelg rd are also interested in the matter, and do not seem.to have been
e Exeng t)ofl yroposition.  The Municipal Commissioners of Conjeveram seem
CODS““.Cd o lfw lr ﬁ}ths of their tolls ought to go to the Loce.xl.Fund Boaf'ds,
oo e I % -re to do for money in that event. The Municipal tolls yxel.d
i ‘that()“ey:rmum. The toll at Damal produces Rupees 5,50?, and of this
RUPG.OS' 0,2'0 i pc;le‘ad that Rupees 1,310 are paid on carts going to Con_)evera:m.
i) 15';:‘31“]‘; ard do not think that it is necessary or advisable ‘to abolish both
t lls‘:s Jroleose(()i. Arrangements might be made whereb.y toll-tickets gr:fmted at-:
it hould clear the Damal toll-bar within twenty-four hours, and vice versa;
CO"Je"e“‘:}" : lr(:lounts represented by the Municipal tickets to be g.iven up at Daufal
- afctf(:ditl:dato the Local Funds, and of the Local Fund tickets given up at Conje-
were
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into Madras, the up-keep of which for 1873-74 was nearly half a lakh of Rupeesas g :

No. 1,776.
Proczepings or THE Boirp or Revenuve, dated 28th June 1875.
Read the following letter from R. J. MELVILLE, Esq., President of the Local

Fund Boards, and the Conjeveram Municipality, Chingleput District, to {
H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated ;

Saidapet, 4th June 1875, No. 76 :—

I mave the honor to report on G. O., Financial Department, dated 11th
January last, No. 40, on the subject of “dividing proceeds of tolls between
Municipalities and the Local Fund Board! of the Circles, which are charged with
the construction and maintenance of the great lines of highway of the country,”
2. The order in question, which was considered by the Local Fund Boards
of this district and the Municipality of Conjeveram, is of importance to the
Saidapet Local Fund Board. .
3. It will be seen from the enclosed resolution that the Saidapet Board
claim a share of the proceeds of tolls levied by the Municipality of Madras, as the &T‘:jﬂw ‘
traffic on which they are levied passes over the roads in this Circle, Hitherto the. 0.5 = ¢

- 514 -,:4“./,1_1

Municipality of Madras has contributed nothing towards the maintenance of the™ oo

roads, over which passes the whole of the cart traffic which is tolled on entering&fﬁ» 4 ; Ay
Municipal limits. This traffic goes over on an average about three miles Rl 8
Municipal road, while the average length of Saidapet Local Fund Road that it ©
traverses is some 15 or 20 miles. The Board has about 67 miles of roads leading, . | ,

shown in the following statement :—

—

Frpenditoras far

Name of Road. Length. epairs in
1873-74.

: RBL .

Road from Elphinstone's Bridge to its
junction with the road from Mount near
Mr. Maltby's gate, at Rupees 464 per
L IS WP PV < yeAe B 23! 1,082 0 9
Great Northern Road from Madras to the
Bglngll frontier, at Rupees 800 per
A R S iy LB ly | no- icgariaeatty
Portion of the Great Southern Road from
Madras to the Travancore frontier, at
Rupees 1,147 per mile... ... ... ...
Portion of the Western Road from Madras

285 | 20,417 12 4

14 | 15917 2 38

to Calieut, at Rupees 533 per mile ... 15 | 8,001 8 11
Road from Elphinstone's Bridge to Elliot's :
Beach, at Rupees 328 per mile ... .. | ! 231 10 5

Road from Madras to Trivettore, at Rs.

SO0 DR R s s T e e 1 330 15 2
Basin Road to Trivettore, at Rupees 175
per mile ... ... on e RN REN NG YisE 2 289 3 3
Road from the boundary of Madras to the
Paper Mills, at Rupees 350 per mile ... 1 355 3 6
Romr from Elphinstone's Bridge towards| w. yps,
Sadras, at Rupees 200 per mile ... ...| 2 140 304 0 7
Total... 67 | 46,929 9 2

dhba Ll S B L ® . 8 Foa



?“" f:;a-f)
U

- 4. T observe from the Municipal Budget for 1874-75 the following items
among the receipts :—

RS,
A Toll vt s Sl a s ke - o 40,000
B. Tax on carriages and animals ... ... ... 46,000 '
C. Registration of carts ... ... .. .. .. 12,000 /é' ': pot
D. Government Contribution for roads v 45,000  Balt

While the entry of expenditure for the same years on roads is Rupees 52,600, or
very little mare than the actual expenditure particularized in paragraph 3 by the
Saidapet Board in 1873-74. is

6. The Municipality thus appears to derive as much from wheel-tax and
cart registration—which is in fact the Madras road-tax—as it expends on roads
(unless the year is an exceptional one), and in addition to this it has a grant for
roads from Government of nearly half a lakh of Rupecs; it may therefore be said
to be independent of the item of tolls for the up-keep of its roads.

6. The Board on the other hand has but a very trifling income from tolls
(arising from a share of the receipts from this source in the Chingleput Circle),
there being but one toll-bar in the Circle. The tolls levied at the Municipal limits
are, if for the wear and tear of roads, for the wear and tear of roads in the Saidapet
Circle, much more than for that of those within the limits of the town, and it
would appear that the Board is entitled to a large share of the net receipts. The
exact proportion it may not be so easy to determine, but calculating it roughly,
two-thirds should perhaps belong to the Board and one-third to the Municipality.

7. The great wear and tear of the roads in the Saidapet Circle from the

heavy traffic. over them, into and out of the Presidency town, is evident from a
glh'uqa uL Lvie AyCriag v vunl v ...ll.f. PV 4 =p !l'.‘OFJ whioh wwao phx\noﬂ dﬂﬂ} iﬂ ‘87‘-72,
while the average throughout the Presidency was only Rupees 1223,

8. It may be noted that there is hardly a meeting of the Board at which
some scheme for extended or improved communication is not ordered to stand
over simply from want of funds, and such must continue to boe the case as long as
the heavy traffic over the roads contributes nothing towards their maintenance,
This contribution can be secured only in one of two ways, either from a share of
the tolls taken at the Municipal gates, or by establishing new toll-bars. The latter
plan is extremely ohjectionable, the former involves no extra hardship on trafiic
and is easily carried out,

9. As regards the Chingleput Circle and the Municipality of Conjeveram,
I enclose extracts of resolutions passed by those Boards, from which it will be seen
that, in consideration of the comparatively small revenue derived from tolls, the
Local Fund Board is willing to abolish tolls altogether, provided the Municipality
consents to do the same, which the latter is prepared to do in the event of Govern
ment undertaking to compensate in some way the loss of revenue resulting there-
from. [ take this opportunity of replying to the Board’s Miscellancous Nos, 517
and 819, dated respectively 26th January and 6th February 1874, as the points
thercin raised are nearly the same as those now reported upon. In the former
Proceedings, the point at issue is in what ratio the tolls levied at Damal should be
distributed between the Chingleput Circle and the Municipality of Conjeveram.
From inquiries made, it appears that of the entire Municipal revenue from tolls

(Rapees 6,200 during 1873-74) about one-fifth (Rupees 1,310) accrues from the
cart traffic passing into the Municipality from the Damal side, which again is
nearly 70 per cent. of the tolls collected at Damal, Local Fund toll-bar, from
carts going east, or about one-third of the local collections at that bar. Of the
one-fifth of the tollslevied by the Municipality on traffic from Damal, 90 per cent.
are stated to appertain to town supply and traffic, and the remainder to the gene-
ral trade of the country.

10. As to the alternative proposition contained in the second Proceedings
of constructing a loop line round Conjevgram, to avoid the levy of double tolls,
one at Damal anc another at Conjeveram,4he Executive Engineer roughly calcu-
lates the cost at about Rupees 15,000—Rupees 8,000 for metalling and gravelling
the line (four miles), and the rest on account of compensation for lands that will
have to be taken up for the proposed line. :

Excrosures Nos. 1 to 3.—Extract from Proceedings of Local Fund Boards.

SusMITTED for the orders of Government, with reference to the Government
Orders noted in the margin,

2. The Local Fund Board of the
Sydapet Circle submit a claim to share
in the tolls levied by the Municipality
of Madras ; but.the Board think that the case can be distinguished from the ordi-
nary one, where the Municipal toll is merely a transit duty on general traffic of the

country. What produce reaches Madras by road is chiefly for consumption in
l’-he tDWu, a&‘d uulb rl)l Q&}A’l‘.'ﬁ ‘UJ DD(&, wad ag Madrao tulin wew ;owl:.J wear vviawves  "Tho

traffic it is true cuts up the Local Fund Roads, but the provincial grants to the
district were fixed at a high figure in consideration of the heavy charges for the

G. 0., dated 4th Oct. 1872, No. 1,349, F. D.
S Rm v [ T i T e
SRSERe | T T R e

maintenance of roads converging on the capital ; and the benefit which the agri- |

o

culturists of the district derive from the proximity of the Presidency market far
outweighs the charge put upon them for the up-keep of the roads. The Board
are of opinion that the claim of the Local Board should be disallowed.

3. As regards the Chingleput Local Board and the Municipality of Conje-

veram, the question is complicated by the existence of a Local Fund toll at Damal,

within seven miles of the town. The Chingleput Board propose to éive up the
toll altogether if the Municipality will give up theirs; but the Board observe that
the Sydapet Board are also interested in the matter, and do not seem to have been
consulted on this proposition. The Municipal Commissioners of Conjeveram scem
to admit that four-fifths of their tolls ought to go to the Local Fund Boards,
but ask what they are to do for money in that event. The Municipal tolls yield
Rupees 6,200 per annum. The toll at Damal produces Rupeas 5,500, and of this
sum it is estimated that Rupees 1,310 are paid on carts going to Conjeveram,

4. The-Board do not think that it is necessary or advisable to abolish both
tolls as proposed. Arrangements might be made whereby toll-tickets granted at
Conjeveram should clear the Damal toll-bar within twenty-four hours, and vice versa;
and after the amounts represented by the Municipal tickets to be given up at Damal

L
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were credited to the Local Funds, and of the Local Fund tickets given up at Conje-
veram were credited to the Municipality, theé latter might be required to contribute

to Local Funds one-third of their net receipts. The Board think this would be a
fair adjustment of the matter,

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(P,

Sher.

: Acting Secretary.
To the Officiating Chief Seeretary to Govemmﬁm. Financial Departmen &

with three enclosures, to be returned.
»» the President of the Local Fund Boards, Chingleput District,

Exd. T, 0'Connor,
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