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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
27th January 1875.
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Municipal Act-

No. q06. Read the following letter from A, WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector
of Coimbatore, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Coimbatore, 28th December
1874, No. 110 :— |

The resolution of Government not to institute Union Schools by local taxation
has postponed a reform which I hoped to see arising therefrom in respect of the
surplus fund which would have remained after the school wants had been provided.

2. I believe that the compulsory lumping up of entire districts into unions,
chiefly for educational purposes, would have given dissatisfaction, and that the
progress of education is as fast as it can be, that is, schools are opened wherever
masters can be had, and these are produced in increasing numbers every year.

3. But it is in respect of Village Sanitation that I regret the abolition of a
prospective fund derived from the House-tax which would have been the germ of
self-improvement.

4. I presume I need not inform Government how deplorable the sanitary
state of the country is. It is in this respect that the people are least civilized.
If it were possible to court disease the means are taken. I need not go into detail ;
every species of surface and drainage pollution accumulated in and round
villages, the pigs and buffaloes the sole scavengers, stagnant pools after rain,
rubbish and other disease producing ingredients are the rule and not the excep-
tion ; the native when he builds a house excavates a hole close by, out of which
his foundations, basement, and walls are constructed. This forms a permanent
cesspit to every house. It serves no useful purpose to dwell on sights and smells
that shock the senses, but it is important to note that these are the rule, and that
there are no exceptions except when municipal action has remedied the evil.

5. Municipal action, however, has been restricted to towns; and, although
no exact limit of population has been laid down, it probably does not extend to
places with fewer than 8,000 to 10,000 inhabitants,

6. A Collector may go about his district and create a temporary interest in
sanitary improvement ; promises of aid are made; but unless a regular organiza-
tion of detail follows, and the measure has a legal sanction of enforcement, the
beneficial results are only temporary.

7. In this district, with but one exception which I hope soon to remove,
every Taluq chief town has its Medical officer, and from accounts received I hear
that the appreciation of the aid of European science is gradually but steadily
increasing.

8. I would wish in similar manner that each Taluq Cusbah should have its
Municipality. Three talugs are already so provided, and will demonstrate to the
villager coming to the Cusbah Town the advantages of cleanliness and good order.

9. Each Taluq Cusbah Town possesses the elements of local self-government
in well-paid and intelligent native officers and some leading well-to-do merchants.

10. I do not intend to propose any elaborate string of bye-laws; the object
is by introducing the Act to regulate the collections and management, and to
give permanency to local improvement. »
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7 the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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s poe fit of coadjators to
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20. It will give th::;elein bearing the heavy burden gfa &;i?i ot
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OrpER THEREON, 27th January 1875, No. 15;: Wedderburn in
No.207. s iate the warm interest taken by Mr. sredito BAGHE
- The Government am?:eets of his district, but they are nqtlpiﬁ)ivever be glad
the welfare of the mhtbtlh:?cind suggested by him. .T.he{sz in any individual
any general measuliesf(()); the introduction of the’ lemclpa &
to consider proposa sei t of full particulars and estimates.
Cusbah Town on receip: (Trie Extrack.)

To the Collector of Coimbatore.

Exd. J. Wright.
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Acting Clief Secretary.
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