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 Proceedings of the Madras Government, TFinancial Department,
96th June 1875.
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Stonehouse Park.

No. 239.  Read the following letter from J. R. COCKERELL, Esq., Commis-
sioner of the Nilgiris, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Ootacamund, 22nd March 1875,
No. 19:—

Government Order, Financial Department, dated 28rd October 1874, directs
the Superintendent of the Botanical Gardens to sketch out, in consultation with
Mr. MclIvor, a design of a Park to be laid out on the Government Stonehouse

Property as funds are available for the purpose.
9. I have the honor to submit a lotter to my address from Mr. Jamieson on

the subject, conveying his views, with the Survey Map marked in a manner to
oxhibit the alterations proposed. :

3. The extent of the property is about 58 acres. Mr. Jamieson contemplates
grassing the whole with English grass. On the major part of the land the grass
would be sown. On the hill round the Stonehouse buildings it will be necessary
owing to the inequality of the surface to dibble it in. The cost of laying down
the land in grass will average Rupees 70 per acre. L >

4. Mr. Jamieson proposes obliterating the roads B, C, D in front of the
buildings, and will also obliterate N, and cause the carriage drive-up to take the
course shown by the dotted linoat A, He suggestsin his letter that a road should
be cut at IJ, but on reconsideration with me he doubts the expediency of such a
line of communication, as it will cut up the hill to the detriment of its appearance

when the surface is smoothed and planted with English grass. |
5. Mr. Jamieson will carry a broad driving road round the saddle and on it

will make two ponds, connected by a walk twelve foet broad planted with avenue

trees.
He will fence the property and will carry out the views of Government with

regard to shutting out 01d Ootacamund by a plantation. He will plant the land

with trees and clumps of conspicuous shrubs.
6. It is desirable that the appivach LU (Lw buildings at A should follow a

more circular course than that shown, but the route adopted is the most level and
therefore least expensive, and will not be so unsightly on the ground as it is in the
plan. - AL L E A
7. Mr. Jamieson intends to make the lawn in front of the buildings and
trotohos of the grass on the saddle lovel enough to bo worked with a mowing
machine. He will cut a few small beds on the lawn and wi with standard
8. In the present year he solicits a grant of Rupe 000 for the work.
With this sum he contemplates laying out the lawn and approac the road round




Proceedings of the Mudyas Government, Financial Department,
26th June 1875,

With reference to .0, Financi y
oY T a3 » “inancial Department, No. 1809, dated 23rd October 1874, I have

or transmission to Government, a rough des; i
; 81 design for a Park to be laid out at
Stonehouse, ag funds are available, with the following remarks.

2. To allow the space in front of the offices being laid out to greater advantage, and in a
more ornamental style than at present, certain

: alterations in the existing roads are absolutely
1d suggest that the line of the main approach to the offices be diverted from its

, the gradient of the new road would be much less
of the roads B,C,D

g one by abolishing the portions
Id 7 U, a terrace 120 feet long and sixty feet broad with 3 good expanse of lawn
:011 be formed in front of the buildings. This lawn should be laid down in English grass and a
ewlﬂov.ver-beds, choice specimen trees, shrubs, and standard roges might be seattered or grouped
°R 1t with very good effect, ‘

road at E, and continuing it

cutting or filling in would be
: . wing, os near ag possible, the
natural undulations of the ground. The carriage drive would be connected by an avenue G, twelve
feet broad, with a row of the handsome Oupressus torulosa on each side planted at intervals of fort y
feet with masses of shrubs between each tree, and as water in some form is an almost essential
feature in a Park, T propose that two ornamental ponds HH be

of the ponds to be planted

formed, the margins and centre
with willows, arums, pampass grass, and other semi-aquatic plants.
Another pleasant walk might also be fo

g rmed as shown at I by skirting the brow of the hill and
Joming the main approach at J. :

» their bright colored flowers would make them
; s ab certain seasons of the year. The kind of trees I would recommend for
planting would be the - handsome and striking varieties of Fucalypti, draucarias, Deodars,

O"upressus, Thuas, Juniperus, and other rare species of the pine and fir tribe, Oaks, Spanish
Chesnut, Himalayan Cherr » Rhododendrons,

&e., carefully excluding all trees that are likely to
be attacked by parasites at an early age. I would also introduce large 8 of _avow_owmosn
flowering shrubs, as they would if juaicious rm.

1 ruverspersea Gelp to form glades and destroy the
monotony which trees alone are apt to produce.

5. The plantation X would becomposed prinei
Arbutus, and other hardy shrubs ; the trees after having attained a certain height shounld be
topped so as to shut out the village of Old Ootacamund and Dot to interfere with or cut of the
landscape beyond ; by carefully disposing and diversifying the groups of plants in this part of the
grounds, the more effectually will the harsh boundary line be disguised and greater apparent
dimensions attained by the Park assimilating with the general features o N

‘ures of the surrounding country.
6. It would nob be advisable to take in hand this year all the alper

g _ rations proposed ; the work
this season should be confined to forming the terrace, remodelling, grassing, and planting that
part of the grounds immediately in front of the offices, also the

. ’ planting of avenues, construction
of roads, ponds, and fences. The whole of the hill at present enclosed as a Pinetum, also the

,A

pally of Eucalypt; margined with Ligustrum, -
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' t, Financial Department,
nnoodinas of the Madras Government,
R 7 926th June 1875.

R
A AT

and under potato v W ¢ hly cleared of
ivati 1 uire to be ploughed and thoroug

blocks of potatoe cultivation ill require ' yn :

1 fl it can be laid down in grass. The drain L must also be filled in and levelled

weeds before 1

: rty, will
fence, which runs past Old Ootacamund and skirts .the roo?i:n::tf:t;’l:d‘:,pmh
.7' tTt: r::lac’ed by one of a more substantial nature, 821;11 ?nm;'u:ur _-,?:should gt
g joining Kelso road. edge 0
the potatoe land adjoining X : fu Tow yeach
W; 4 ashtOfO:;ZLO?ihis ::ould form an impenetrable living fence in the course 0
within the fence ;

n xed 18 & I t f t S ] ] i - .
A n e t

s 3
A

List of Trees.

Araucaria Bidwillii.

Cupressus torulosa,

. Pinus longifolia.

. Eucalyptus piperita.

. Cupressus macrocarpa.

. Quercus cerris (Turkey Oak).

. Eucalyptus Calophylla.

. Weeping Willow.

3 tomeria Japonica. ’

10. (Shi'zzle specimens of Deodaf', Araucaria, &:e.
11. Groups of Eucalypti, Spanish Chesnut, &e.
12. Masses of shrubs and trees.

© @S o W E

e —

No. 240 OrDER THEREON, 26th June 1875, No. 1361.
0. :

i : laying out the
issi ith this letter proposals for :
issioner forwards with t -3 ot
ou;r:seatc Sott'.?)::ahouse, accompanied by a plan and letter from the Supe :
gr
. : i to the
BommcalT?Jarg‘ri?emment do not altogether approve of the plan ?s s::tai,ll:len uc:n b ;r
2't r ofethe ground, and prefer that the clumps should tl;e ew
Ko l?i iving more the effect of forest and glade alterna ni el
and l{;o ?Il“ilgpoints of view from which the effect should be chiefly stu
; e

the Council buildings. iy
;’té—?;ef‘g?gtho;oafi from Coonoor where the grounds first become visible
- after passing the cutting.
37d. —The Church Hill,

4. As regards the laying out of roads, this may stand over for the present until
: ildings are somewhat advanced. .
e H:IW t:lilrlnemﬁowever, should be lost in planting the clumps. ; Tll:eree afx;
; 8 orx,lamental trees on the grounds, which are not )"et fo:h argisﬁn
e ting ; and these should be at once massed, the posts and wire o e ex 8 1;hge
transplanh;;lf ,has become ineffective, being utilized for the protection o
fence, W

- vy 8.
mdxv;d:::);:;zgl fence should be put all round the estate.
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Stonekouse Park.—Orders passed on the subject: % e

of the formation of a Park in the grounds of she : i N “
Stonehouse Property, Dotacamund. :
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