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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
12th June 1875.

Local Funds—Education.
No. 132. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
19th May 1875, No. 1361:— :

Read the following letter from Colonel R. M. MACDONALD, Director of Public

Instruction (through Board of Revenue), to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 12th
April 1875, No. 753 :—

I mave the honor with reference to G.9O., No. 1,120, of the 7th July 1874, to
report that the system under which all certifying memoranda, whether payable
from Provincial or Local Funds, are forwarded to this office for countersignature is
not working satisfactorily, and to recommend that it be modified.

2. Under the most favorable circumstances it is productive of great delays.
A packet of certifying memoranda takes several days to travel down from distant
districts such as Ganjam or South Canara, and as many to travel back again, and it
frequently happens that the papers are detained for several days in this office.
Special instructions were issued this year to the Deputy Inspectors to complete
their examination of the schools in time to admit of the grants being paid within the
official year, but the result was that they came pouring in in shoals, not only up to
the last day preceding the Easter holidays, but during the whole of the holidays,
and they ar2still coming in. It is therefore quite certain that a very large number
of bills which might have been paid within the official year, if they could have been

passed by the Local Fund Boards or the Inspectors of Schools, must, if paid at all,
be paid in the official year which has now ecommenced

3. The work done in this office in connection with these memoranda is
almost purely mechanical. A clerk checks the figures and makes certain entries
relating to them in a register kept for statistical purposes. If it is a lower-class

school ke makes a copy of the memorandum, and if it is a middle-class sehool he
prepares abill. The countersignature is generally a mere form, as the Director
of Public Instruction cannot possibly know anything about most of these schoois.

4. The only cases in which any difficulty arises is when there are doubts as
to whether a school belongs to the lower or the middle class, or when frauds are
reported in connection with the examifations.

5. The attainment of tlie fourth standard is considered in a general way as
marking the line of demarcation between a lower and a middle class school,
but under G.O., No. 94, of the 4th April 1872, the accidental passing of two
or three boys for the fourth standard does not entitle a school to be transferred
to the middle class, and in cases of a doubtful nature, the decision of the Director
of Public Instruction is to be binding upon the Local Fund Boards. This is
rather indefinite, and different interpretations are placed on this rule in different
localities. A school which would be placed in the lower class by one Inspedting
officer; is placed by another in the middle class and wvice versd, and although it is
open to the Director to alter the classification, there is no absolute standard to
which reference can be made, and there are many cases in which it is difficult, in
the absence of a standard, to say whether a school should be ranked as a lower or
as a middle class school. The Presidents of Local Fund Boards and Municipal
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the President of
the
Local Fuad Board nor the Director of Publie Toasthaation is
. The former knowine h .
needed fi . : nowing how urgently
OF various purposes, is naturally anxious to see as much

for lightening the burg uncs; the latter has precisely the same motive
- en on Provincial Funds. Some definite rule is very much

Tequired. At th
e conference of I{lspectors held in January 1874, it was agreed
middle class unless it passed at least six
fourth standard, Arithmetic being one

18 tending. Even thig rule, if rigidly enfo
encos‘of opinion. A school might piss a
boy; In seven out of the eight heads
the.sohool would still be a lower-clac.

reed, might lead to unpleasant difer-
n entire class of, say, twelve or fiftecn
but if only five boys passed in Arithmetie,
class school. I am myself inclined to think that
8 schools, and in which English is
© an altogether different set of. rules, and that the

which it presents ; age school ; but viewing the question in the form in
oy gk 3t gm;‘tifr::dw;) I think the simplest solution o(}' the diﬁ;:ul:y :ill be
payable from Local and M 4 b" ye under the first, second, and third standards
: unicipal Funds, and a]) grants earned under the fourth

periilying ma and to transfer the duty of countersign rin
‘ oranda for grants under the first, second, a.x,:d third staudm‘df

to the President
Inspectors of egc:o:§a [::’icgallltF;: (: B‘081'ds a}‘d’ Municipal Commissions, while the
931’119: under the fourt), standar(; ik cortifying. memoranda s o i,
. Asre ST R
Fund Boarq ir?::il;i:ianl 1Y Into cases of fraud, I concur with the Cuddapah Local
such questions than a:n?g b ﬂ',e Local Fund Boards are better able to deal with
Ofcer stationed at the Presidency, who must wait until

7, 1 ecannot . y to the fraud.
“ very little ;Zr:g:::n :lftih Ml:' Powell in thinking that a Local Fund Board is
: vancial assembly.” It is of the highest importance
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
12th June 1875. _

Director of Public Instruction, precedent to payment mpon certifying memo-
randa for results grants, shall be abolished ; and that Local Boards and Municipal
Commissions shall be empowered to sanction such grants provided that copies
of sanctiened bills are forwarded to the Director for record.

3. This is the course proposed by the Board in Mr. Grose’s letter recorded
in the Government Order above quoted. The only danger is that the Result Grant
Rules may be departed from, but the local Educational Officers must be e;ljoined

to see to this. :
4. The Director makes a further proposal, #iz., that all grants earned under

the fourth standard shall be payable from Provineial Funds, and those under the
first, second, and third from Local Funds, and that Inspectors of Schools be autho-
rized to deal with the former. Thisis intended as a remedy for the difficulty
sometimes felt in classifying schools as middle and lower class. :

5. It appears to the Board thas this would introduce worse confusion than
at present exists, Double bills would be introduced, and it might happen that funds
might run short for the payment of one or other of the two. They think it will
be bettes to leave the classification of the schools to the Inspectors of Schools, and
to accept the risk of an occasional wrong or disputed classification rather than the
trouble of double bills and payments in many cases where there is no dispute. The
poiut, however, is one on which the Board offer an opinion with much diffidence.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,

Acting Secretary.

ORDER THEREON, 12th June 1875, No. 1269. _
Government accept the recommendation of the Board of Revenue as to the

abolition of the formality of countersignatureby the Director of Public Instruction

of certificates of result grants. :
2. Asregards the Director’s further proposal for the separation and payment of

grant according to class by Provincial and Local Funds, respectively, the Govern-
ment will postpone a decision pending the discussion of the general question.

(True Extract.)
e

Officiating Chief Segrdary-.

To the Board of Revenue,

Exd. J. Wright.
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No. 1,361,

—

PROCEEDINGS oF THE BOARD OF REVENUE dated 19th May 1875
ld the following letter from Colonel R. M. MACDOYALD, Director of Public
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No. 1 ,361,

ProceEDINGS oF THE BoarD oF szsmm, dated 19th May 1875

Read the following letter from Colonel R. M. MACDONALD, Director of Public
) Instruction (through Board of Revenue), to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON,
' Chief Secretary to Government; Fort St. George, dated Madras, 12th
- 4 April 1875, No. 753 :— g
\ T , I navE the honor with reference to G. 0., No. 1,120, of the 7th July 1874, to -
y i report that the system under which all certifying memoranda whether payable
from Provincial or Local Funds are forwarded to this office for countersignature, is

7, :
// : not working satisfactorily, and to recommend that it be modified.
2. Under the most favorable circumstances it is productive of great delays.

For 0O RD ERS. A packet of certifying memoranda takes several days to travel down from distant
s R i districts such as Ganjam or South Canara, and as many to travel back again, and it
frequently happens that the papers are detained for several days in this oftice.

Special instructions were issued this year to the Deputy Inspectors to complete

i their examination of the schools in time to admit of the grants being paid within the

official year, but the result was that they came pouring in in shoals not only up to

: the last day preceding the Easter holidays, but during the whole of the holidays,
k‘r—-\ \ and they arestill coming in. It is therefore quite certain that a very large number
1 of bills which might have been paid within the official year, if they could have been
passed by the Local Fund Boards or the Inspectors of Schools, must, if paid at all,

be paid in the official year which has now commenced.
3. The work done in this office in connection with these memoranda is

almost purely mechanical. A clerk checks the figures and makes certain entries

l relutiug tv thom iu a register kept for gtatis WM 101t 15 a lower-vlass T 4; =.
e ~ school he makes a copy of the nremoraudnm, and if it is a middle-class school he s
prepares a bill. The countersignatut is generally a mere form, as the Director

of Public Instruction cannot possibly know anything about most of these schools.
4 4. The only cases in which any difficulty arises is when there are doubts as
J, v to whether a school belongs to the lower or the middle-class, or when frauds are
Bl reportdd in connection with the examinations. :
JJ ' 5. The attainment of the fourth standard is considered in a general way as
| 5 marking the line of demarcation between a lower and a middle-class school,
l ' but under G. C., No. 94, of the 4th April 1872, the accidental passing of two
v .. or three boys for t.he fourth standard does not entitle a school to be transferred
- to the middle-class, and in cases of a doubtful nature, the decision of the Director
. of Public Instruction is to be binding upon the Local Fund Boards. This is 2
8 rather indefinite, and different mterpretahom are placed on this rule in different Do L
| localities. A school which would be placed in the lower class by one Inspecting
_ officer, is placed by another in the middle class and vice versd, and although it is e
~ open to the Director to alter the classification, there is no absolute standardto
" which reference can be made, and there are many cases in which it is difficult in _
the absence of a standard to say whether a school should be ranked as a lower or i
as a middle-class school. The Presideats of Local Fund Boards and Municipal A

' Commissions are not always willing to abide by the decision of the Dn'eetor, and
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Public Instruction, proposing that the formality

- . ment. upon- certifying memoran
K abolished, and that Local and EEM”

that copies of sanctioned bills are

from Provincial Funds, and those under first,
second, and third from Local Funds, and that

‘remarks.

Board of Bebenne,

Prockpines, 19ts Max 1875, No. 1,361,

Enel.

.'l.‘l‘.‘v‘.l\l! — ;
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of countersignature by him precedent fo pay- i
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Boards N
be empowered to sanction such gramta provided -
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