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Local Funds—Loans.
Financrar DEePARTMENT.

No. 1249,
Frou
Tee Howx. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Oficiating Chief Secretary to the Qovernment of Fort St. George,
Ta
Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Fivaxciar DEpPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Resolution of the Governor-
General, declining to grant a loan from

Fnteck Sist Marsh 770 Ha. 071 Imperial Funds for the completion of
the Peria Ghaut Road, on the ground that the Government of India has laid it
down as a principle for its own action that District Committees should not borrow
money from the Imperial chest for ordinary and unremunerative public works.

2. I am to invite a reconsideration of this decision on the following
grounds :—

In their Resolution, dated Tth February 1874, No. 926, the Government of
India sanctioned a loan for the Tambracherry Ghaut Road situated in the same
District as Malabar under precisely similar conditions, and this Government there-
fore considered themselves justified in anticipating sanction.

A very considerable delay having occurred in disposing of the reference, it
became necessary to decide whether the work should be proceeded with or whether
great loss should be occasioned by permitting the labor, which in these localities
has to be brought from a distance, to disperse, as well as great delay by the loss of
the limited working season which the heavy rain-fall in the West Coast permits.

. The former alternative was adopted, and the fact specially notified to the
Government of India so far back as 5th October 1874, and I am to urge that
great embarrassment will be occasioned to this Government if the expected funds
be now withheld, and that the circumstances afford ground for special consider-
ation of this individual case.

3. It is presumed that this work has been pronounced unremunerative,
because the proceeds of the tolls on the ghaut, at the present rate of 4 Annas a cart,
do not suffice to pay the interest of the money borrowed and provide for the
up-keep of the road.

Few roads could ever be pronounced remunerative on such terms, but I am
to point out that there are many indirect advantages which should be kept in
view.

Thus the rapid completion of these Wynaad Ghaut Roads will admit of a
considerable reduction in the Public Works Establishment maintained in Wynaad,
while the perfecting of the drainage, the substitution of stone culverts for tempo-
rary wooden structures, and the thorough metalling of the road surface will
materially lessen the cost of maintenance.
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