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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1875.

Municipal.

No. 68. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
26th April 1875, No. 1034 :—
Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, Madura District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Ramnad, 17th March 1875, No. 45:—

Wire reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th
November 1874, Miscellaneous No. 8,272, communicatiug to me an extract from a
report by the Deputy Surgeon-General complaining of the conservancy of Ramnad,
I have the honor to observe that the Deputy Surgeon-General makes the same
complaint every year, and that the objections to the introduction of the Munieipal
Act are stated in the Board’s Proceedings of 23rd March 1872, No. 488.

9. The sanitary state of Ramnad is the same as the sanitary state of the
other large villages in the district except that the streets are kept fairly clean. The
drinking water is bad, but the Local Fund Board have liberally added to the local
subscriptions raised for improving the town tanks in the last two years.

3. In consequence of the Deputy Surgeon-General’s remarks, several public
meetings have been held, and there has been much discussion as to ways and means.
At the meeting held upon these last remarks, it was agreed that the Muniecipal Act
might be introduced ; but when the sources of income were examined it was found
that to procure sufficient funds it would be necessary to impose tolls at the
highest rates, although there is not a road within twenty miles of Ramnad, and to
fix the house-tax at the highest rates. The house-tax at the highest rate and at
the highest estimate will only produce Rupees 1,700, and this will suffice for a
limited conservancy establishment only. If it be distinetly understood that the
Municipality is not to be required to contribute to dispensary, education, or the
repair of the main roads, I would not oppose the levy of house-tax for conservancy
purposes only.

4. I beg to enclose a rough estimate of expenditure for the first year
prepared by the Head Assistant Collector and a draft Notification introducing the
Act.

o

Excrosure No. 1.

Extract from a letter from the Acting Head Assistant Oollector, to the Collector of
Madura, dated 8th March 1875, No. 88.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE Bomn{or szms, dahd 23rd March 1872.

Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE Esq + Aetmg Collector of Madura,
to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Ramnad, 17th February
- 1872, No. 48:—

"~ Wire reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
15th November 1871, No. 4,728, I have the honour to state that the extreme poverty
of Ramnad has hitherto prevented the submission of proposals for the introduction
of the Towns” lmprovement Act there. The town is straggling and dilapidated,
and covers a considerable area, so that the preparations of any scheme of improve-
ment, not involving large expend1ture, 18 a task of great difficulty. I cannot see that
the conservancy and sanitary condition of the town are peculmly bad. There has
been no cholera since October 1870, and the description given by the Deputy
Inspector-General, Medical Department does not convey a very just idea of the
state of the streets. The Sub-Magistrate could put a stop to the choking up of
streets by numerons dung heaps, if such nuisances existed, but I cannot find them
at present.

2. The population consists of 12,220 persons, living in 2,414 houses, two-
thirds of which are the ordinary thatched hovels of Indian vxllages Thm is no
trade or industry of importance. Of the inhabitants, 1,788 are agriculturists, and
the remainder are elneﬂy labourers, or small shop-keepers and artizans, depending
in great measure for their subsistence on the different branches of the Zemindar’s
family. Tolls which form an important source of income in most Municipalities,
cannot be levied here, because there are no roads. The Municipality at Dindigul
obtains Rupees 3,300 from tolls and Rupees 805 from the registration for carts
and vehicles out of a total revenue of Rupees 5,072 ; and I believe that a similar
proportion of the total income is derived from tolls in most small Municipalities.

3. House rent is very low, and it isestimated that the House-tax at the maxi-
mum rates would not produce more than Rupees 1,000, The tax on professions
and callings would produce about Rupees 500, and the taxation of vehicles and
animals would produce about the same sum ; but after diseussionand consideration,
I cannot propose a Municipality at present with a larger income than Rupees 2,000,

4. I am much inclined to doubt the advantage of such feeble Municipal
action as is possible with an income so limited, but in ¢ase the Board consider it
advisable to introduce the Act at once, I enclose a rough Estzmata of Receipts and
Expenditures, with a Draft Notification.

Egroses No. 1.—Draft Nohﬁoatxon. i

e

Encx.omnNo. 2.—Estimates of reeeipts angl expenditure.

TaE Board are of opinion that the cleanliness of the village or fown of Ramnad
can be mﬂicxently secured by the application of the law to any existing nuisan-
ces. It is clear from the facts stated by the Collector that Ramnad is by no means
“an unhealthy place, this being the third year since any cholera appeared there,
‘and as the majority of the dwellings are mere thatched huts, and the population
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By s i No. 1,034,

Q\& * Proceepings oF THE Boirp or REVENUE, dated 26th ,April 1875.

?aad the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., President of the Loecal Fund
Boards, Madura District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to
- the Board of Revenue, dated Ramnad, 17th March 1875, No. 45 :—
"Wm reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th
November 1874, Miscellanéous No. 8,272, communicating to me an extract from a
report by the Deputy Surgeon-General complaining of the conservancy of Ramnad,
1 have the honor to observe that the Deputy Surgeon-General makes the same
complaint every year, and that the objections to the introduction of the Municipal
Act are stated in the Board’s Proceedings of 23rd March 1872, No. 488.

- 2, The sanitary state of Ramnad is the same as the sanitary stateof the
other large vﬁfagesig the district except that the streets are kept fairly clean. The
drinking water is bad, but the Local Fund Board have liberally added to the local
subscriptions raised for improving the town tanks in the last two years.

3. In consequence of the Deputy Surgeon-General’s remarks, several public
meetings have been held, and there has been much discussion as to ways and means.
At the meeting held upon these last remarks, it was agreed that the Municipal Act
might be introduced ; but, when the soureces of income were examined, it was found
that o procure sufficient funds it would be necessary to impose tolls at the
highest rates, although there is not a road within twenty miles of Ramnad, and to
fix the house-tax at the highest rates. The house-tax at the highest rate and ab
limited conservancy establishmént only. If it be distinctly understood that the
Municipality is not to be required to contribute to dispensary education or the
repair of the main roads, I would not oppose the levy of house-tax for conservancy
purposes only. : :

" 4. Ibegto enclose a rough estimate of expenditure for the first year pre-
pared by the Head Assistant Collector and a draft notification introducing the Act.

T
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Excrosure No. 1.

Extract from a letter from the Acling Head Assistant Oollector, to the Collector of
Madura, dated 8th March 1875, No. 88.

L ] *
e : \&*\’ EstiMATED EXPENDITURE.

Office.
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