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| Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
!‘ 4th June 1875.

) T I s N R 5 e

Local Funds—Education.,

No. 63. Read the following letter from J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., President of the
Local Fund Boards, South Arcot District, to the Honorable D. I
CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Merkanam, 17th May 1875:— -

I have the honor, in obedience to the orders of Government contained in
paragraph 2 of G.O., of the 99nd March 1875, No. 631, to report regarding the rules
in connexion with grants to Schools under the Results System, published in the
South Areot Gazetle of the 23rd January 1875.

2. The publication of those rules in that Gazette was the result of a mistake.
I first saw the rules in the North Arcot District Gazeile of the 8th January last,
and thinking it would be a good thing to have similar rules in force in this
district, I marked them, intending that they should be laid before the Local Fond
Board at their next meeting for consideration. My mark was the one I usually
employ when selecting extracts from other District Gazettes to be republished in
the South Arcot Gazette, so that it was taken for granted that I wished the rules
published, and they appeared in the Gazette quoted by Mr. Fowler. As soon as |
saw the Gazette, I ordered the discontinuance of the publication untfl the Local
Fund Board had approved of the rules, and at the Board Meeting inf February I
laid the rules before the members, and they were all discussed, andf with a few
slight modifications, adopted. I enclose a copy of the rules so adogted, and have
the honor to state that directly on receipt of the Government rder already
quoted, I ordered the rules to be kept in abeyance.

3. The Government have not in their order made any remarks on Mr.
Fowler’s criticisms of those rules, so that I am uncertain whether they approve of
his views or not ; but they remark that Local Fund Boards are bound by the Result
Grant Rules of the Educational Department, except where modification has been
approved by Government, and consider that the rules go far beyond anything
which has ever received the sanction of Government.

4. Mr. Fowler takes exception to the rules because they assume a power in
the Local Fund Boards to control the work of Educational Officers, which he
apprehends is entirely inadmissible, and because the effect of the rules will be
« gxactly to reverse the policy of Government and its educational exponent this
(the Educational) Department.”” That policy he considers to be to try and bring
under improvement all schools that can be reached, while the rules he considers
have for their object to bring under improvement no more schools, and to shut out
all hitherto aided which do not conform to an impossible regulation.

5. Mr. Fowler has quite mistaken the object of the Local Fund Board in
passing the rules. They had no wish whatever to reverse the policy of Govern-
ment, or to exclude any school from the possibility of improvement, and they
considered they were only acting up to the powers conferred on them by law and
admitted by Government to belong to them in passing the rules. Whether they
were right or wrong in this view is a point on which I respeetfully solicit the
orders of Government.

6. It was ruled by the Government of India, and their ruling is embodied in
G.0., of the Madras Government of the 24th July 1871, No. 213, that ““a District
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salary grants may (not shall) be sanctioned by Local Fund Boards, but such grants
shall not be paid unless provided for in the Budget ; and, under these circumstances,
it becomes absolutely necessary that applications should be sentin in time to admit
of their being included in the Budget.

9. It seems to me therefore that Mr. Fowler’s objections to the rules are
invalid, and are founded on a misapprehension of his position towards the Loca]
Fund Board in respect of elementary schools. Heis, I consider (according to the
terms of the order of the Government of India already quoted), under the orders
of the Board just as much as the District Superintendent of Police is under the
District Magistrate’s orders, and, I trust, I have shown that the Local Fund Board
in adopting the rules they did were only animated by a sincere desire to promote
the elementary education of the Circle in the manner most conducive to the
interests of the people, and most in accordance with the views and policy of Govern-
ment, and I therefore venture most respectfully to request to be informed in what
respects the Board have gone beyond that policy.

‘Rules in connexion with Grants to Schools under the Results System.

No School will be eligible for a grant under the Result System which has not received the
sanction of the Local Fund Board for examination by the Inspector or Deputy Inspector as such.

2. No School will be taken on the Result System in any village where a mixed salary and
result grant school has been established by the Local Fund Board.

3. No School will receive any grant for English.

4. All Masters desirous of having their Schools registered in the Local Fund Board Office
for examination during any official year must send in their applications to the President, Local
Fund Board, through the Deputy Inspector, not later than the 15th January preceding.

5. The application for exmination is to be in the following form:—

P

Application for Examination under the Result System.
To

The PresipExT, Local Fund Board,
Cuddalore.

* I,————— Manager of the Vernacular School at attached to ———— Talug,
desire to have my School examined for Result Grant, and I bind myself to abide by the conditions
laid down by the Local Fund Board and Educational Department.
—M——

TracHER'S

How long Whether Whether visited

School received grant | by Inspectin Number of Standard
Name. | Grade. | Age. | established. | before or not. bchoomm-g Pupils. 3

M—f*

‘Signature.
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