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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
2nd June 1875,

e e e e et e e A e

Municipal.
No. 4.  Read the following letter from W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Godavery District, to the Honorable D. F.
CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.

George, dated Cocanada, 18th May 1875, No. 15:—

As requested by the Vice-President of the Rajahmundry Municipal Commis-
sion, I have the honor to forward his letter for the consideration of Government.

2. A garden was bought in Rajahmundry for Rupees 370 by the Munici-
pality from the Village Munsif for the purpose of affording house-sites for some
people whose present sites were wanted in order to widen some streets in the town.
Owing to want of funds this plan could not be carried out, and the Municipal
Commission resolved to sell the land by auction. It is certain that it will now
bring in Rupees 1,000 if it is sold. The Vice-President requests that Government
will over-rule the resolution of the Commission.

3. Itis said that the owner of the garden was induced to sell it for a smaller

sum than it was really worth, and that consequently now it would be more just
to give him back the land for the same sum he formerly received for it.
4. The purchase was effected by the late Tahsildar, who has been reduced
and removed to another taluq. There is no absolute proof that he used any
improper means to induce the owner to part with his garden for a price below its
proper value; but it would not have been out of keeping with his character to have
used such means for this purpose. .

5. The extent of land is about an acre and a half, and for this Rupees 370
seems a high price, but the fact of there being people who are willing to bid up to
Rupees 1,000 for it now, leads to the conclusion that Rupees 370 was a very low
price.

6. There is also little doubt that the owner was not anxious to part with his
land. Ho has since rented the land from the Municipal Commission.

7. But I cannot make out what means were used to induce him to sell it;
nor had I heard it mentioned till quite lately that anything wrong had been done,
nor that the owner wanted the land back again. I was present at the first meet-
ing of the Commissioners which decided to sell the land, and I voted for selling it.

8. Now I do not think that Government has the power of over-ruling the
decision of the Municipal Commission ; if they have, I consider on the whole now
that it will be best to exercise this power. I have not the least idea that the Com-
mission had any wish to make money by means that were not open and upright ;
and they certainly have the power of selling this land by auction. Still I do not
like the idea of its being said that they had ‘ taken advantage of a gross abuse of
authority,’”” and rather than have this even thought, I would sacrifice the profit
that we might get, and give back the land to the owner for the price which he

received.




~ condition he gave Mﬁamona_y,
* ing, and it came on fordwﬁmon
_  be given back to the lmom,

value ; but it was also nrgod that we v

of clearing abontBupees 1,000 by sellmg foi: Rupml
Bnpaeaawfor E R

{1 l[onay.uodwbt ismted,buhtnnnhgobumam ; P IR T !
' a.‘utan‘
wanted for a pet scheme of the Sub-Collector, the Tahsildar acs (o (k" The land was

~ He was a most uns 5, who Maisis ) ar or by
= i eohoanroﬂmedﬁnm“w Py T
LR ‘ m‘, tlhem@fﬁg “Vimyud" vuﬁﬂl fr?ﬁz. ing Bu h”m‘m another

lly, and this was a grand opportunity
;mfyrvﬁnmgmvm we had paid

, ,Wxtmmmom
f»taﬁ"ﬁ“*ﬂ¢whelﬁdat

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
2nd June 1875.

No. 5. OrpEr THEREON, 2nd June 1875, No. 1184.

The law gives no authority to the Government to interfere. The entire
responsibility of the proposed course of action rests on the Commissioners who
should be earnestly pressed to reconsider their decision with reference to the infer-
ence of unjust dealing drawn by the President and Vice-President of the Municipality.

¥ (True Extract.)

Officiating Chief Secretary.

the President of the Municipal Commission, Godavery District.

Exd. T. O'Connor,
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